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INTRODUCTION. 



Thb AddroBses, Bermons, and Disoourses wHcli comprise this 
book are selected from a large number wbich the Editor has 
been ooUecting since 1859, when he joined the ranks aS a 
Volunteer, and attended with his corps to hear a patriotic address 
from the chaplain, the late Beverend Professor Frederick D. 
Maurice. Some of these sermons, apart from their excellence, 
are very rare and curious compositions. Sermons by Sydney 
Smith and Bowland Hill, and addresses by Dr. Nippon are 
seldom met with nowadays, and supplemented as they are 
here with Notea containing many characteristic examples of 
the eccentricities of the famous preachers, they are doubly 
interesting. There is a hymn by Bowland Hill in the metre of 
''God save the King," and another a parody on ''Eule 
Britannia," both of them sung, we can imagine with what 
fervour, at Surrey Ghapel, on 4th December, 1803, by the 
Southwark Volunteers. 

It will be found that there is a remarkable appropriateness in 
these addresses. All have the same laudable end in view, but 
all are treated in styles characteristiG of the preacher. Some are 
argpunentative, some persuasive, and all are fervent, patriotic 
appeals, in which it will be surprising if a Volunteer does not £nd 
etioouragemekit, instruction, and guidance* For true patriotism, 
such as is herein inculcated, elevates the soul and stimulates it 
to healthy action. 

A reference to the history of the times in which these addresses 
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were delivered will show that ministers of all denominatioiiB did 
their duty thoroughly well ; and though they were sometimes 
twitted with preaching what they would not practise, they did not 
take offence thereat. They nevertheless thought desirable to 
appeal to the Bishops to ask what were the special duties of the 
clergy in the time of war. The reply of one of the prelates, the 
Bishop of Chester, is given in Note 12 at the end of this book. 
The Eight Reverend Richard Watson, D.D., Bishop of Llandaff, 
speaking on the subject in the House of Lords, said : "I for- 
bear, my lords, from entering into any detail on this subject, the 
very mention of which may appear to some to be going beyond 
my province, but the sarcasm — ne autor ultra crepidam — let the 
Bishops mind their Bibles — from whatever mouth it may pro- 
ceed, affects not me, nor ought it to affect any honest man who is 
desirous to serve his country by his advice. The advice may be 
worth nothing, but your lordships' candour will, I am persuaded, 
suffer the rectitude of the speaker's intention to sanctify the 
imbecility of his judgment. I have spoken with confidence, but 
not, I hope, with arrogance. With confidence, because my mind 
was made up. Without arrogance, because I am extremely 
sensible that the fallibility of judgment which belongs in some 
degree to most men belongs in a great degree to myself. I am 
ashamed, my lords, to speak of the personal service of a man in 
his 67th year. He could render none to his country. Yet if the 
last extremity should arrive, we must all of us do what we can. 
All professional immunities must give way to public necessity. 
All exemptions from military duty must cease. They ceased in 
Corsica when at the call of their country 500 priests took up 
arms to resist Gallic oppression. So they did in ancient Rome, 
and exemptions from military service must cease with us before 
we cease to be an independent people." 

I may mention that during Cromwell's campaign in Scot- 
land a battle near Musselburgh was led on by four ministers ; 
but not being known, three of them were killed, and the fourth 
was taken prisoner by GromweU's forces. 
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Addressing the Kentish Volunteers at Tunbridge Wells, the 
Key. Martin Benson, in a truly patriotic strain, spoke as follows : 
— ** Let it not be said that I, a minister of peace, am going out 
of my province to urge you to deeds of blood,, or that in a spirit 
of selfishness I prompt you to dangers which I am unwilling to 
share with you. No, these deeds of blood are not our own 
seeking. The brave seek not blood, but will shed the last drop 
in defence of their country. And I pray you consider me not in 
the light of one who, urging you to deeds of valour, mean 
myself, on the approach of danger, to retire into safety by favour 
of your arms. I have no such intention, believe me. My pro- 
fessional engagements forbid me now to take upon me the 
character and . occupations of a soldier, but my profession 
authorises me to exhort you to be true to your king, your coun- 
try, and your &oi When the soil of England is once defiled 
by the invader's footstep that disability will cease. Then it will 
be my duty to join you ; then it will be my glory to fall with 
you, if we must fall ; or to share the honour, happiness, and well- 
earned security which I trust is in reserve for us. And I urge 
it as my concluding request to your commander that, however 
numerous your enrolment, that you will reserve a single musket, 
and that, if no employ is allotted to me wherein I can be more 
useful to my country, you will allow me to bear that musket in 
your ranks." 

Archbishop Seeker, on another occasion, remarked that, ** The 
present is a common cause, affecting every one of us, without 
distinction, in what is most important to us ; and G-od forbid that 
the ministers of the G-ospel should be either unwilling or afraid 
to speak, when His providence calls upon them so loudly to lift 
up their voice," 

** Breathes there a man with soul so dead 
Who never to himself hath said, 
This is my oMmy my native landf" 

We can but feel that what was true eighty years ago is true 
now, and it is just as necessary to train the youth of the land to 
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the skilful use of weapons of war, as it was when we were 
threatened with immediate invasion. It is, no doubt, due to 
our state of preparedness that we are not threatened with war, 
as our fathers were. 

In the present day the offloe of Ohaplainto a Volunteer Oorps 
is, by many people, thought to be even more of a sinecure than 
the post of surgeon. True it is that in some regiments the 
Chaplain is never seen or heard of except^ perhaps, once a year, 
at the distribution of prizes^ and veiy often not even then« And 
yet at the occasional church parades the muster is always a 
good one, and there is invariably a crowd of people anxious to 
join in the soul-stirring services and listen attentively to a 
martial address from the Ohaplain. An occasional service at the 
Abbey, the church parade at the Wimbledon Bifle Meeting, and 
thegrandEaster Sunday Service in the Brighton Pavilion are almost 
the only Volunteer church parades heard of now, and the subject 
of patriotism is seldom treated of in the pulpit. The reason of 
this is supposed to be the difficulty there is in addressing a con- 
gregation composed of the many different religious denomina- 
tions found in a Volunteer regiment^ in such a way as not to give 
offence to some of them. Most people are sensitive on religious 
matters, and questions of creed are therefore by general consent 
excluded from the ranka of the Volunteers quite as rigorously as 
politics are. In these pages, then, we can look back and see 
how the Corps Chaplains, — ^how the Ministers managed at the 
beginning of the present century. If the reader is pleased with 
what he finds in this book, the compiler will be gratified, and 
encouraged to publish other CuriotiUe$ of VolunUeering which are 
in his possession. 

The fac-simile engravings speak for themselves, and with the 
assistance of the descriptions in the Noteg^ give a capital idea 
of what the Volunteers of the last generation looked like. 
Bowlandson was the artist of his day, and it is not surprising 
that he should have used his facile pencil in portraying the 
Volunteers. The admirable series, of which the Bank qf England 
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YolmnJUer forms part, was published by Ackermann in 1799, 
and the Fint Volunteer Review on Wimbledon Common was 
issued a little earlier. 

From the Historical Notes it is edifying to find that the same 
family names filled the same honourable posts in the old Volunteer 
corps as the sons do in the present generation — sons treading in 
the steps of their sires and serving their country by holding 
commissions in corps recruited from the same districts in which 
their predecessors dwelt and drilled. These old associations are 
pleasant to look back to now. They are the only connecting link 
with that far-off past On the revival of the Volunteer move- 
ment in 1859 there were some few veterans of the old Volunteers 
with silvery locks who, after an interval of half a century, 
assisted in the establishment of the new corps, and a few joined 
the newly-formed battalions ; while one, at least, a member of 
the Queen's (Westminster) Corps, was able to attend the first 
Volunteer Review at Brighton. 

In the hope, then, that my readers may find as much pleasure 
in perusing the book as I have had in compiling it, 1 commit 
it with confidence to the consideration of the FubHc generally, 
and to the Volunteers and their Chaplains in particular. 

T. P. 
Denmahe Hill, London, 

^thJuly, 1881. 
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Thejigures in brackets [2] refer to the notes at the end of the look, 

THE ADDRESS. 

When I consider the nature of the present Association, and iiie 
grand objects it has to protect, I cannot but feel proud in 
addressing myself to gentlemen so highly distinguished for their 
loyalty to their king, and for their zeal in defence of the poli- 
tical and commercial interests of the kingdom. Before such 
characters, armed in defence of their sacred rights, I need not 
enlarge upon the various and inestimable blessings of our glorious 
and imriyalled constitution — a constitution raised, not by meta- 
physical speculations and idle theories, not by the violence of 
contending parties, but by the slow, deliberative wisdom of 

1 



successive ages — a constitution, involving within it (what was 
never displayed in ancient governments) the true principles of 
republicanism, of aristocracy, and of monarchy ; and these prin- 
ciples so combined and balanced, as mutually to guard and 
control each other's respective powers, and to produce, through 
this happy equilibrium, a degree of liberty, and a security for it, 
which no Bepublicon Gbveormuent ever did, or^ &om its very 
nature, can produce. In this highly-favoured nation every man 
may do what he pleases : provided he does nothing contrary to the 
welfare of the State to whinhhe belongs Qor laws are founded 
upon general principles ; and, by imposing necessary restraints 
upon our natural freedom, they only serve to enlarge our civil 
liberty; to promote our happiness, aa. members of the body 
politic ; and to secure to honest industry the fruits of her own 
exertions, against the encroachments of wild ambition or the 
more silent depredations of profligate idleness. 

If we pass on, and look to the administration of justice, we 
shall And the best provision made for the protection and security 
both of our persons and of our properly. By our glorious con- 
stitution, the legislative and judicial powers are wisely separated ; 
our judges are rendered independent, our trials rest on the 
decision of juries, and criminals are uniformly acquitted, unless 
legal guilt can be proved anl substantiated against them (how- 
ever suspected of moral gmlt and political profligacy). Is not 
this liberty ? Is not this the liberty which we Englishmen enjoy ? 
Axe not the rights of the poor, as well acr of the lioh, scusred and 
inviolable ? Are not our* courts of justice open to the one as- well 
as to the other ? Do not the sla^eams of justice flow indifQ^?entiy 
through the. land, enriching and fertilising the- plains* b^ow, as 
wdl as.iiiB '^ high places of the ear&." Whilst the sound of 
war and the dang of arms are heard in all direetions, yet w^ 
M sit under our owm vine andundOT our own flg«-tree, none daxing 
to nmkeus a&aid." The produce of our sevraal trade? aaid pro- 
fessions is enjoyed in perfect peace and saf etj^ These blessingB 
we feel &Qan day to day. They are like the light of Heaven 



and the air wa bxeatiie. They sunotmd us on every side ; they 
axe inoorporated with our veiy political ezistonce. Would you 
appxeesAte their value from their loss, look to Erauce. Behold 
all noikB and oonditionB of men^ from the king once upon his 
throne, down to the lowest subject in. his realm, oansigned oyer 
to ignominious chains, imprisonment, and death, wilibout, or 
6oaieely having, the mock solemnities of a triaL Is this libexty ? 
Our ears of late have been insulted by a vile prostitution of 
words. Liberty is a sacred name ; it has no aUianoe with either 
despotism or licentiotisness : it exists in the middle regions : it 
is the ofllspxing of well-fbunded power; it is the eiffect of well- 
regulated authority. 

These great and inestimable blessings, and various others^ 
connected with &em, and necessarily resulting fiom them, yon 
are engaged this day to defend. Your ardour in their defence, 
my honoured brethren, ought to be regulated by their worth, 
and by the dangers to which they are exposed. 

Do you ask me, what are the dangers ? Whatever some men 
may have said about the origin of tiiie present war, — ^whatever 
strong language of condemnation they may have held relative to 
the administration of the country, and the measures it has 
adopted — however well they may have thought of the revolution 
of France in its early period ; and whatever bold and sanguine 
expectations they may have formed of< the advantages to be 
derived fkrom it — ^we have at length arrived at the crisis, which has 
fully developed the destructive nature of this revolution — a revolu- 
tion which has spread devastation and misery in all cofuntiies, and 
under all Governments, Bepublican as well as Monarchical, where 
its principles ha^re prevailed. We attempt not, . upon this occasion, 
and at thi» advanced period of the war, to prove or illustrate this 
remark. Is not the troth of it felt far and wide? Is not the 
sword of the enemy drunk with blood? Has it not filled the 
civilized world with the voice of weeping, mourning and lamentar 
tion ? We need not now have recourse to declamation ; for we 
have awful and tremendous facts to advert to-^acts which cannot 



be disputed or denied, and which no powers of language can fully 
describe. Let it then be remembered, that this is not a war for 
conquest, for extent of territory, or for any earthly aggrandize- 
ment ; but that it is a war in defence of your king, of your 
country, and of all the civil and ecclesiastical blessings you enjoy. 
As Christians, reverencing that holy religion which has the 
exclusive stamp and authority of Heaven upon it — as subjects 
of a Sovereign who wills but what the law prescribes — as mem- 
bers of a constitution the wonder and envy of the world as 

husbands, fathers, and brothers, with all these relative sensibili- 
ties, which are the ornament and happiness of our common 
nature — ^through all these important and endearing relations we 
call upon you to be firm, determined, and zealous in the moment- 
ous cause in which you are engaged. And that you may not 
relax in yoxir manly and generous efforts, ever recall to mind the 
alarming nature and character of the present contest — a contest 
in which "Everything is gained that is not lost.*' We have 
often had Frenchmen to fight with, but never had we such 
Frenchmen as the present. They are the offspring of democracy ; 
they live only in the midst of storms and tempests; and the 
death of others is life to them. 

Suffice it to say, that they are the converts of a new philosophy 
whose object is, " The destruction of the altar and the throne." 
Ever since the foundation of the world there never was perhaps 
a conspiracy conducted with such tremendous power, and 
to so tremendous an end. It strikes not only at earthly thrones, 
but at the throne of Heaven. It connects what we might a priori 
suppose, infidelity with rebellion. Its proselytes are ** presump- 
tuous, self-willed, not afraid to speak evil of dignities, denying 
the Lord that bought them with a price." The '* Devil " seems 
to have " come down with great wrath, knowing that his time is 
short.'' But *'the Lord liveth, and the gates of Hell shall not 
prevail." 

Under a full conviction that it is our wealth, our commerce 
our controlling power, that have roused their envy and indigna- 



tion — and that their chief design is to *' blot us out from under 
Heaven " as a great and independent nation — let me exhort you 
"to be of good courage," and to persevere in the laudable exer- 
tions which you have hitherto shown. True zeal rises with 
danger. When cowards tremble, brave men are the most 
courageous. To foresee evils ; to guard against them with wis- 
dom and circumspection ; and, when they arrive, to meet them 
with ardour — this is true magnanimity. Though light begins 
to break through the tremendous gloom with which we have 
been surroimded, yet we must '* rejoice with fear and trembling." 
We must not relax whilst we have such a powerful and insidious 
enemy to contend with. Patriotism is a Christian duly. A true 
patriot has no interest distinct from, independent of, and much 
less opposite to the real interests of his country. He is one with 
the nation to which he belongs ; and is content to rise and fall with 
the welfare of the State of which he is a member. If ever there 
was a period which ought to call up your patriotism into vigorous 
exercise — ^if ever there was a period when you ought to rally 
round the constitution, civil and ecclesiastical — this is the period. 
If we continue but true to ourselves, as we have been, we need 
not fear. A great and high-spirited nation, faithful to itself, can- 
not be overcome, unless Heaven decree its overthrow. A nation 
like this in time of danger will throw out such resources and 
energies as will confound and dismay the most powerful adver- 
sary. Whilst, therefore, the enemy has been endeavouring, in 
this happy kingdom, to effect his conquests through the medium 
of his principles; whilst ** divide and reign'' has been his 
maxim here as well as in other countries, I am rejoiced to say, 
notwithstanding the foul conspiracies that have prevailed 
■amongst a few, that the nation at large has discovered but one 
voice and one mind ; and that it is this spirit of imanimity, com- 
bined with the wisdom and vigilance of the Executive Govern- 
ment, which has alarmed and struck terror into the public foe, 
and confounded him in his black and infernal designs against 
us. Never did England stand higher in the scale of nations 



than she does at this moment 8he ha£ roused the king- 
doms of the earth from their stupor; and has shown them, by 
her example as well as precepts, that Fear is a wretched politician ; 
that her measures are as weak as ^ey are mean and pusillani-- 
mous. Whence our vast and extensiTe fleets? whence our 
great military internal defence? whence our splendid contribu- 
tions ? whence these unparalleled exertions, but from the zeal, 
unanimity, and patriotism of our eountry. Under Providence 
we may be justly called the saTiours of the world. 

Allow me, under the influence of this animating reflection, to 
congratulate you, my honoured countrymen, on the truly mili- 
tary appearance you make on the present memorable occasion. 
You have long been the honourable and worthy guardians of 
the wealth and credit of the nation ; and you now stand forth as 
its able and zealous defenders. Your disinterested and indepen- 
dent conduct casts the greatest lustre upon yourselves, whilst it 
affords security to the coimtry at large, and more especiaUy to 
the BamJc of England, the grand depository of the wealth not 
only of this, but also of other kingdoms. These colours, which I 
have had the honour to consecrate, plead with a silent but power- 
ful eloquence in behalf of your king, your country, and all the 
various and inestimable blessings to which I have alluded. They 
likewise serve as sacred emblems and elegant memorials, through 
which you may contemplate the praise and admiration with 
which your loyalty and zeal are honoured by the fair sex, the best 
and most amiable part of the human race. The character of the 
lady" who will present to you, sir, these colours, reflects addi- 
tional splendour on their value ; and her presence on this public 
occasion, I am confldent, will add fresh ardour to yoiir zeal and 
inspire you with the most manly and generous sentiments. I 
conclude in ad dressing you all, my honoured friends, in the sacred 
and authoritative language of an Apostle, '^ Watch ye, stand 
fast in the faith ; quit you like men, be strong.'' 
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FEAinEE BEFOEE THE BEEMON. 

Wx ore gtttliered together, O Qod, on thk day, to implore Thy 
mercy for these realms, which are threatened with that desola- 
tion from idkich no other people have yet escaped. There is no 
one that fightetiii for ub, but only Thou, Ood : yet we ask Jiet 
of 13iee those great mirades with which in old times Thou didst 
OTer^ihrow Pharaoh, and slaughter Sennacherib, the mighty 
Assyxian ; but breathe into the hearts of this people a holy love 
of their native land, and an unshaken trust in Thee. Banish 
from their minds an abject love of life degraded by slavery, and 
harassed by the cruel mastery of a foreign people. 'Gh>d, let 
not this ancient and pious nation perish ; this just land, where 
the poor is equal to the rich, and where Thou art womhipped in 
spirit and in truth: let us still float on the waters the ao^ of 
freedom, of seience, and religion. Save us, O Qod, to teaiftL to 
other nations those blessings which Thou hast given to us. So 
shall we ever praise Thee, and as Thy blessed Son has com- 
manded, say. Our Father, <fec 
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THE SEBMON. 

''ThensudJudasKaccabaBus, It is better for ns to die in battle than to behold 
the calamities of onr people and oar sanctuary. Nevertheless, as the will 
ol God in heaven is, so let Him do." Maecaheet i. iii. 59, &c. 

It is noij I believe^ in strictness the practice of our Cliarcli to 
seek for texts in the Apocryphal writings. I have, however, 
ventured to do so in this particular instance, to recall to your 
notice the Books of the Maccabees, — a piece of history glowing 
with eloquence and piety, pregnant with good example, and 
applicable, in the happiest manner, to the perils of the present 
times. These books relate to one of those positions of human 
a£&urs which awakens every good feeling in the minds of those 
who contemplate it, which by the hidden energies it calls forth, 
and by the secret power which it has to make men better and 
braver than themselves, communicates to history the vivacity 
and interest of romance. This, however, is the least important 
consequence of such histoiy as relates successful resistance to 
tyranny ; it is a luminous beacon to the world, a perpetual warn- 
ing to mankind never to be oppressed ; it teaches us in times 
like these to measure force not by the numbers of men, but, by 
the passions with which they are actuated, and the rights for 
which they contend. It shews us that all can be gained by 
courage when aU seems lost ; and that those who, like Judas, 
can feel that it is better to die than to suffer, may enjoy, like 
Judas, victory and renown. 

Nor is it a slight thing, my brethren, that by enforcing our 
belief in the moral order of the imiverse, such history teaches us 
to diBpend on Almighty God. When we see the immense armies 
of Antiochus defeated by a few of these bold Hebrews, and hosts 
that might have swallowed up the whole earth broken to pieces, 
one after the other, by the valour of this extraordinary man, we 
begin then to see that the world is safe ; that there is a reaction 



of human passions, a mighty order, awfally planned, mercifully 
conceived, carefully preservedi by which the sum of human 
happiness is imperishable. From such consolatory examples as 
these (in which, I thank Heaven, no history is deficient), when 
we have heard long of the reign of tyrants, we have the firmest 
confidence that God is preparing for us relief. No man can tell 
the hour, and the day, but there is a secret and encouraging 
conviction that the time of liberation is not far o£L God has 
said to the waves, Thus far shalt thou go, and no farther : we 
have the evidence of our senses that He is obeyed : I believe the 
same God has said to human passions^ Thus far shalt thou go, 
and no farther; and that the feelings of men obey him like the 
waters of the sea. I believe it to be His eternal decree, that 
such tyrants as Antiochus shall always raise up such heroes as 
Judas ;and when I see the men of my own land coming out 
ready for war, as you are doing this day, I see the same marks 
of eternal order and wisdom that have reared up the rocks to save 
us from the deep ; — ^you are the barriers, and you are the rocks 
that limit tmjust aggression and ambitious violence ; a nation of 
free men, sacramented together, a joining of all hands, a knit- 
ting of all hearts, the cry of the valiant Judas, that it is better 
to die ! these make the boundaries of rapine and of desolation.; 
at these awful signs the robbers of the earth turn back and feel 
that they have provoked mankind enough. 

Such are the feelings with which we are naturally inspired by 
the perusal of this spirited history, in which the parallel to our 
present situation is so exact that it should almost be the manual 
of the times. But from this general eulogium on the history of 
the Maccabees, I must proceed to an examination of the particu- 
lar text which I have extracted from it. 

This sentiment of Judas was pronounced at the eve of one 
of the greatest battles which he fought ; on the morrow he was 
about to commit to the chance of war the fate of the Holy City 
and of the chosen people ; his address to his little army contains 
a morality which is simple, just, and sublime. " Arm your- 
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selyes," lie aaym, *^ and be TaLumt men, and see -that^e be in 
readineBB against theTnoimiT^, that ye may -figlrt with these 
natioiiB iihat are asBembled together against bb and our aanc- 
tuaiy to destroy ns. For it is hette for loi to diain battle tiban 
to behold the calamitiflB of our people and our sanetnaiy .: Txeyer- 
thelesB, as the -will of God in heaven is, «o ld;BImdo." 

In Gonformiiyy then^ with the sentiment of Judas, I shall 
endeayour to state what those outward advantages are which 
constitate the principal Uessings of IiIb, and under the piwation 
of which A wise man would cease to wish to livB. 

I pass over the herd of Epicurus, who wouldeadBt at any price, 
and under any compHoation of baseness and anguish. I am 
addressing myself to men who love a moral, not an animal life, 
a life not numbered by days, but by feelings and passioaxs, and 
who know iiiat there is somewbere or other a point of suffering 
when (if such be the will of God) it is better to die. 

One circumstance, then, which much enhances the pleasdcre of 
life is liberty. Wilihout liberty the value of life is doubtful ; to 
see oppressian without interference, to suffer it without resistance, 
to consider that life and property are at the mercy of one who 
has no more natural right to live or to enj<^ment than ourselves, 
k a source of the most bitter and unquiet feelings to elevated 
minds. For liberty, many have ventured their lives who knew 
liberty only by description. We have lived the life of free men, 
we have heard the name of freedom when we were children, and 
in all the relations of life we have found it to be more than a 
name. The enjoyment of it is so wrought and tempered into 
our daily habits, that any internal attempt to destroy the consti- 
tution of this realm could not succeed but by the most enormous 
waste of human Hf e. The name is too dear, the feeling is too 
deep, the halnt is too inveterate ; it would be easier almost to 
destroy this people, than to enslave them ; and yet what are the 
sufEerings of internal tyranny, in compariscm with those of 
foreign subjugation ? First, there would be burnings, and masfia- 
cres, and plunders ; a promiscuous carnage of the English race ; 
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a thousand flames would burst forth in this venerable ciiy, aud 
shed their horrid light upon the dying and the dead ; and when 
the sword had drunk its full and the flower of this raoe wa& 
perished away, — ^then think of the silence of a land, oyer which 
an ayenging enemy had passed ; no loom — ^no plough — ^no ship 
— ^no tolling of the bell to church, — ^no cheerful noise of tha 
artificer, — a land. spent and extinguished, a people apostate to 
their ancient spirit and their ancient fame. If you thizik life 
worth having after this, if you will live when England does not 
live ; if you will fawn at the feet of a foreign soldier, for a few 
years of eadsience ; if you will put on the smiles of a slave, after 
you have worn the countenance of a iree man, then live on, and 
may life be your punishment ! You will remember, whan it is 
too late, the cry of Maccabasus, that it is better to die in battle 
than to behold the calamities of your people and your sanctuary. 

I would say that the happiness of life depends upon an un- 
polluted sanctuary, upon a pure state of religion ; withoi^Ub it 
crimes multiply, laxity prevails in morals, society becomes a 
compound of fraud and voluptuousness ; the motives for li£e are 
weakened : therefore Judas said well when he said, I will never 
see a poUuted sanctuary. 

Life becomes more valuable under a wise administration of 
good laws gradually elaborated by experience. It becomes more 
valuable under a pious and benevolent king, more valuable in 
a cultivated state of the arts and sciences, more in a high state 
of commercial and agricultural prosperity of our country, more 
from its renown among the nations of the world : by all the 
wisdom that has been employed to make that country great 
and good, by all the lives that have been sacrificed to make 
it secure, by all the industry which has been exerted to render 
it opulent, by the deep tinge which it has received of the 
Christian character, by the number of those servants of God 
who have left in their lives and writings a great example ta 
the people, by i^e rich presents which Gk)d has at any time 
made to it of men famous for their beautiful sayings and 
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iheir genius : by this measure of value the loss of a country 
is to be tried, and by this measure we must decide whether it is 
better to die than to lose it. 

There is another consideration to which Judas's magnanimous 
contempt of life may be applied : bom to higher and to better 
things, woiQd you lead a Kfe of manual labour? Would you 
ciQtivate the earth you had once possessed ? and if you coidd put 
up with such a life, could you endure it for others whom you 
love more than yourselves ? All this Judas had seen, and lie 
declared it was better to die than to see it 

I have thus generally stated, my brethren, those exterior 
advantages which give a value to life ; now let me apply it to 
you, and bring it home to the inmost chambers of your hearts. 
Do you feel that you are free men ? Have you good laws ? 
Have you a pure religion ? Do you love and respect the king ? 
Is England cultivated? Is it rich? Is it powerful? Is it 
renowned ? Did you ever hear it had done great deeds ? Did you 
ever hear it had nourished great men ? I know that but for the 
sanctity of this place you would answer with loud shouts and cries 
that aU these things are so. Why, then, I say, in the hour of 
danger remember Judas, and think it better to die in battle than 
to behold the calamities of such a people and such a land. 

But in order to put on the spirit of Judas, we should know 
well that it will bear of no backsliding, no wavering, no compu- 
tation, the resolution once taken we must advance or we perish ; 
we must not imagine that the danger will not come, and believe 
we are playing at magnanimity and heroism ; the danger is 
pressing on against us with rapid strides ; in a little time every 
man must be reminded of his threats, and his covenant of war 
And courage exacted at his hands ; the lintel-post of every man's 
door will be smitten with blood, and the loud cries of the help- 
less and the sick and the young will pierce our hearts. Be not 
deceived, there is no wall of adamant, no triple flaming sword, 
to drive off those lawless assassins that have mxirdered and 
pillaged in every other land ; Heaven has made with us no 
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covenant that there should be joy and peace here, and wailing 
and lamentation in the world besides. I would counsel you to 
put on a mind of patient suffering and noble acting, whatever 
energies there are in the human mind you will want them all ; 
every man will be tried to the veiy springps of his heart, and 
those times are at hand which will show us all as we really are, 
with the genuine stamp and value, be it much or be it little, 
which nature has impressed upon each living soul. 

Having thus endeavoxired to illustrate and enforce the leading 
principle of contempt of life contained in the former part of my 
text, I pass on to its conclusion, and to the other striking part 
of the character of Judas — his piety. The most splendid writers 
of pagan history have nothing equal to the speech of Judas before 
he fights with Seron and his host. ^'Then said Judas to his 
men, It is no hard matter for many to be shut up in the hands 
of a few i and with the God of heaven it is all one to deliver 
with a small company or with a great multitude For the victory 
of battle standeth not in the multitude of an host, but strength 
cometiii from heaven ; they come against us in much pride and 
iniquity to destroy us and our wives and children, and to spoil 
us, but we fight for our lives and our laws. Wherefore, the 
Lord Himself will overthrow them before our face ; and as for 
ye, be ye not afraid of theuL" 

The different manner of the two people in making their attack 
is solemn and affecting, may it be ominous! '^Then Nicanor, 
and they that were with him, came forward with trumpets and 
songs ; but Judas and his company encountered their enemies with 
invocation and prayer, so that fighting with their hands, and 
praying to God with their hearts, they were greatly cheered." 
My brethren, you will listen more to such an example than to 
many precepts ; yoxir enemies mock at God, and say it is their 
own arm which getteth them the victory ; let us ask the aid of 
Him who breaketh in pieces the chariot and knappeth the spear 
asunder, who is more to be feared than an army with banners. 
They may mock, but in truth the angel of God is ever present at 
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Hlb battle; Bis spixitsand ministers hover over Uie danger; 
Hifiy receiye the parting spirits of Ohristians ; ihey listen to tlie 
distant prayeis of kindred, and torn away the axiow from a 
father or a child ; without their knowledge not one of you shall 
fall to the ground. 

A greater contest than that in which we are engaged the 
world has never seen, for we are not fighting the batde of 
England alone, but we are fighting to decide this question, 
wheth^ there shall be any more freedom upon l^e eaidi. If 
we are subdued, the great objects- of life are vanished, all reason 
for living iB at aa end ; liiere remains a barren, vacant eardi, 
j&om wiiioh evesy good man would beg of Heaven that he might 
^Bcagpe; but I have better and brighter hopes, I trust in liie 
watching providence of Heaven, in the manly sense and: the 
native courage of this people, I believe l^ey will act now as 
they have ever acted before — ^with undaunted boldness. I have 
a boundless confidence in the English character ; I believe they 
never were equalled; that they are liie best work of God, that 
they have more of real religion, more probity, more knowledge, 
and more genidne worth tiban exists in the whole world besides. 
They are tiie guardians of pure Christianity, and from this pros- 
tituted nation of merchants (as they are in derision called) I 
believe more heroes wUl spring up in the hour of danger than 
aU ike miUtary nations of ancient and modem Buiope have erer 
produced. Into the hands of God, then, and His ever merciful 
Son, we cast ourselves, and wait in humble patience the result. 
Krst, we adc for victory ! but if that cannot be, we have only one 
other prayer ^we implore for death ! 
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''Be ye not afraid of them: remember the Lord which is great and 
terrible, and fight for your brethren, your sons and your daughters, your 
wives and your houses." Nehemiah iv. 14. 

SuoEr was the anhnatiiig language in whioh the Jewish Gkyvemor 
addressed his countrymen, who were employed in rebuilding l^e 
wa& of JeroBalem, and were in momentary expectation of an 
attadc from their inveterate and relentless enemies ! '^ Jem:'* 
saLemy the holy city," had begun onoe more to '' put on her 
strength ; the captive daughter of Sion had shaken herself from 
the dust y " an event this which, as it was wholly imexpected by 
them, could not but be highly mortifying to liie surrounding 
nations, who had contributed to her dii^ace and cruelly 
insulted her in her affliction. They therefore eagedy conspired 
against her, and secretly resolved on her destruction ! It was 
then that Nehemiah, animated at onoe with zeal for his religion 
and a noble ardour for the welfare of his countiy, put Bxam into 
the hands of the nobles, the snlers, and liie rest of the people, 
and addressed them in the words of my text He exhorted 
them not to be alarmed at llie menaces of an insolent foe, but to 
remember tile' wondeid[^ interferences of Qod in fkvour of their 
forefathers, and the terrible vengeance with which He had 
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pursued those who had risen up against them. *^ Be ye not 
afraid of them ; remember the Lord, which is great and terrible." 
But because there might be some amongst them on whose minds 
the recollection of former favours would not so far operate as to 
induce them to oppose their enemies to the last, he proceeds 
further to enforce this reflection, also, that on the issue of the 
contest in which they were about to engage depended the future 
happiness or misery of those to whom they were bound by the 
tenderest ties of natural affection. "Fight," says he, *'for 
your brethren, your sons and your daughters, your wives and 
your houses ! " His exhortation produced the desired effect ; 
they seized their arms with alacrity, and prepared themselves 
manfully to resist their enemies, who, dismayed and confounded, 
were obliged to desist from their destructive designs. 

I have dwelt thus particularly on the words just read to you 
because I know not that throughout the whole Scripture history 
any other passage can be found which might with so much pro- 
priety and advantage be brought to your remembrance at such 
a time and on such an occasion as the present. I see before me 
a virtuous and honourable band, who have voluntarily come 
forward in defence of their country in this her hour of danger, 
and are proud to contribute their endeavours to repel the aggres- 
sion, and crush the insolent designs of an inveterate and vin- 
dictive foe. We are not, it is true, in the same situation that 
the Jews were when Nehemiah undertook the administration of 
their affairs ; we have not yet (thanks be to God) —we have not 
yet stooped under the yoke of captivity, or become a tributary 
province of the great nation. But to this miserable state of 
degradation must we, it is to be feared, be reduced, if our hearts 
are not determined, as the heart of one man, to resist to the 
utmost of our ability the artful intrigues and open attacks of an 
invading enemy. 

We are fallen on perilous and momentous times ; &om every 
side great and unprecedented dangers threaten to overwhelm us ; 
and our only hope, under favour of heaven, our only chance of 
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weathering the impending storm is by a cordial and honest 
union of all for our mutual support and protection. The present 
is not the season for Englishmen to indulge their unfortunate 
propensity to party spirit and dissension. The question is not 
now what man, or what set of men, shall direct our a&irs, but 
whether we shall have any government at all which we can call 
our own, any constitution, independent of the will and caprice of 
a foreign power. Hitherto may we boast of having been a 
peculiarly favoured people ; hitherto has our island exhibited 
tsuch a display of glory and firmness, of power and greatness, 
of private happiness and public prosperity, as can scarce be 
paralleled in the annals of mankind. We have enjoyed for more 
than a century the blessings of a well-constituted government, 
not subject to the arbitrary will of an absolute monarch, but to 
mild and salutary laws of our own enacting, by which the welfare 
and security of every class of the community are equally consulted 
and provided for. To this system of rational liberty is added 
the free and uncontrolled exercise of a pure religion, equally 
exempt from the narrow principles of fanaticism and the osten- 
tatious vanity of superstition. Surely these are blessings worth 
preserving, worth contending for. They have raised at once the 
envy and hatred of our implacable enemies ; and to overthrow 
them has long been, if not the avowed, yet the secret object of 
all their machinations. For some time, indeed, " their words 
were smoother than oil ; " yet even then " had they war in their 
hearts ; '' but now, intoxicated with success, they have thrown 
aside the mask, have openly declared their intention of invading 
these kingdoms, and insolently proclaimed the great end they 
hope to accomplish thereby, viz., the utter destruction of our 
present happy constitution, civil and religious, inasmuch as they 
have declsured its existence to be wholly incompatible with the 
safety and prosperity of their own republic. 

We have now, therefore, no alternative but war or slavery ; 
every overture towards an accommodation with them, every 
attempt to treat on fair and equitable terms, has been rejected 
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oa their pcurts with insolence and disdain. Should we tamely 
submit to their demands we may easily x>^oeiye what must be 
oxa lot £rom the treatment which other nations haye experienced 
at their hands. Look at the situation to which they have 
reduced the once-flouri$hing states of Belgium and of Holland. 
Yet to these nations they professed themselves friendly, and 
declared that they entered their country only to deliver them 
from the yoke of bondage, and to dispense unto them the ines- 
timable blessings of liberty. If, then, pillage and extortion, 
degradation and insult, are the p(»rtion of those whom they call 
their friends and allies, should their designs against these king- 
doms be attended with success, what treatment must be expected 
by a people whom they have distinguished by the appellation of 
their bitterest enemies? Bapacious and insatiable, the object 
of the French, like that of the [Roman Eepublic, is universal 
dominion ; like that, too, they employ at once the engines of 
treachery and of force to accomplish their designs. Witness 
their perfidious and oppressive conduct towards the lesser states 
of Italy, and their unprovciked and unjudtifiablo attack on 
America; witness the deep-laid treachery with which they 
undermined, and the more than savage inhumanity with which 
they at last overturned the constitution of the deluded Swiss. 
Unhappy Switzerland ! had but your sons cordially united for 
their mutual protection they would not have beheld the desola- 
tion of your fields, and " your fenced cities laid waste with the 
sword." ni-fated people ! had but your rulers attentively con- 
sidered the scenes that were passing before them, and acted with 
alacrity and vigour, they would not have become a dreadful 
warning to the rest of Europe how they temporize with an in- 
triguing foe, or place implicit confidence in the professions of a 
French Directory. 

Happily for the security of these kingdoms, their designs 
have been long seen through, and such provisions made for our 
defence that, had they ventured on a sudden and secret attack,, 
they would not have found us wholly imprepared to meet them. 
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But now, smce they hare openly ayowM their intentions, sach 
a noble spirit has pervaded all ranks as must render our efforts 
against them irresistible^ and secure to us the invaluable bless- 
ings of independence. In eveiy district and in every town asso- 
ciations have been formed for the purpose of frustrating their 
designs, by repelling their open attacks and baffling their secretb 
machinations: Even among these peaceful retirements, these 
sacred hatints of religion and of learning, hath the generous 
ardour of public spirit shone forth in a most ecmspicuous manner. 
This our University had long been remarkable for its firm and 
inviolable attachment to the British constituticm ; trhen that 
constitution appeared to be in danger you, her sons, generously 
came forward in its defence, and nobly oSefeed your personal 
services for its protection. The eagerness and spirit which were 
manifested on this occasion reflect at once the highest honour 
personally on yourselves and the greatest credit on this the place 
of your education. Nor let any over-anxious persons be alarmed 
lest the introduction of an armed association into these seats of 
learning should be attended with the evil consequences of 
defeating the purposes for which they were intended by their 
pious and munificent founders. Arms and arts are not so much 
at variance with each other ; they have often jointly contributed 
to advance the reputation as well of states as of individuals. 
Athens was at once the most warlike and most polished city of 
Greece ; and the imited skill and learning of a Xenophon and a 
Csesar of old, and of a Frederick and a Wolfe in latter times, 
will abundantly prove that a consummate knowledge of, and in- 
defatigable attention, to, military affairs, are by no means incom- 
patible with the more peaceful and elegant pursuits of literattire. 
It is true these seats were designed for the protection and culti- 
vation of the more peaceful sciences, and for the advancement 
of religion and of learning, and it is the duty of every member 
thereof to keep in view this design, and promote, as far as he is 
able, the great end of such magnificent institutions, but at the 
present alarming crisis, when we are menaced with instant inra- 
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sion, when our veiy existence as an independent people is at 
stake, there is a duty incumbent on us all paramount to every 
considerationi the bounden duty of supporting and defending 
our country, by cheerfully contributing towards the ezigencieB 
of the State, or by personal services, if our bodily strength will 
permit; and poor must be that man's spirit, and weak indeed 
the influence of natural affection on his mind, who can at such a 
time ignobly shrink &om the task, and tamely take refuge under 
the shelter of academic retirement. We admire the state of 
ezceUence at which the arts and sciences arrived in Greece ; we 
revere the works of her poets, her orators, and her historians, 
but it was the unconquerable patriotism of her heroes who fell 
at Thermopylae, or conquered on the plains of Marathon, which 
rendered her name immortal, and commanded the enthusiastic 
applause of every succeeding generation. 

Yet a few words more, and I have done. We are here as- 
sembled for the solemn purpose of receiving and consecrating 
those standards round which you are to rally, and imder the 
shadow of which you are, if necessary, to march into action, and 
may that All-powerful Being who ordereth and disposeth of all 
human affairs grant success to your undertakings; may He, 
^' to whom victory belongeth," protect you in the day of battle and 
restore you with triumph to your grateful country ! In the mean- 
time let me seriously exhort you not to forget that God " who 
hath done so great things for us already." A due observance 
of your religious duties can never be incompatible with your 
military character. Beligion never can unnerve your arms or 
unman your courage, nay, in the hour of peril it will add fresh 
confidence to your souls, and recruit them when they are faint- 
ing. In a word, offer up your addresses to Heaven, and put 
your trust therein, so may you be assured that amidst all the 
hardships you may imdergo, all the dangers you may be exposed 
to, ** though an host should be encamped against you, though 
war should arise against you," yet " the Lord of Hosts will be 
with you, the God of Jacob will be your refuge." 
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SERMON. 

** Praise ye the Lord for the avenging of Israel, when the people willingly 

offered themselyes." Judg99 v. 2. 

The achieyements and the events of that singiilar people mentioned 
in the sentence before ns may justly be considered as a sign and 
a wonder to all other nations. They had the greatest adyantages 
conferred upon them by Heayen, and they often sorely ex- 
perienced the seyerest trials. Their abuse of the one neyer 
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failed to incur the other : and both by His blessings and by His 
inflictions did Jehorah peculiarly prove HimseK to be their 
Sovereign and their God. 

Our sense, my honoured friends, of those infinite blessings, 
which, as a Christian people we happily enjoy, must ever bear a 
proportion to our knowledge of what God andently did for that 
once-chosen race. He condescended to instruct their ignorance 
by lessons the most astonishing, and which were before unknown to 
the world. He conducted them from the palpable darkness of 
idolatry into the light of pure religion and truth. He fed them 
by His miraculous and providential care ; guided them throngh 
every danger ; gave them a rich abundance of the best worldly 
possessions; governed them by the wisest laws; and either 
cherished or chastised them according to their ways and accord- 
ing to the fruit of their doings. 

Upon the ruins of their system and the appointed downfall of 
their State, arose, at length, from apparently small beginnings, 
the wondrous fabric of that sublime religion by which Chris- 
tianity hath blessed the globe. The Otod of power, of truth and 
justice to the Jews, is to us the guardian Qod of mercy also, the 
fountain of grace and salvation. We behold in His dispensations 
to the Church of Christ the glory of His smiles : and in His 
various interpositions from time to time on our behalf we taste 
the riches of His unmerited favour. 

The principles of our religion decorate in the highest degree, 
and dignify the human character ; thus giving to the active and 
sincere Christian a semblance of the divine. Wherever they ex- 
tend and are well received, the root is virtue, and the &uit is 
holiness, to the honour of God, and for the truest benefit of man- 
kind. On the other hand, wherever they are neglected or 
perverted by a practice unworthy of cnxr profession, the evils 
arinng from so gron a misconduct are as infallibly attached to 
the offender as they aore inevitable and extreme. 

To exemplify, therefore, in the strongest manner, the oontcaBt 
of our situation, if guilty, with that of the Hebrews of old, it 
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may be Bummed up in that solemn denuneiation of thie great 
Apostle, which all who hear it should most feelingly understand. 
^* If," saith he, " we sin wilfully, after that we have received 
the knowledge of the truth, then there remaineth to us no 
more sacrifi.ce for sins : but a certain fearful expectancy of 
judgment and of that fiery indig^tion which shall devour l^e 
adversaries of the gospel. If he that despised Moses' law died 
without mercy, — of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, 
shall he be thought worthy who hath trodden under foot the 
Son of Gk)d, and hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace ? 
For we know Him that hath said, Yeugeanoe is mine; I will 
recompense, saith the Lord. And again : The Lord ehall judge 
His people. It is a fearful thing," concludes he, '^to fall into 
the hands of the living God ! " 

From a scene, my brethren, so very tremendously awful as 
this, how instructive is it to turn our view to the times noticed 
in the chapter before my text, and to see in what manner and 
with what spirit the people of God were then properly em- 
ployed ! Experience had now keenly taught them the wisdom 
and the necessity of self-preservation i^om the most imminent 
danger. It was approaching fast upon them: it threatened 
them on every side. "In their trouble, therefore, they sought 
the Lord ;" they consulted together how best to provide for their 
own safety. Sensible of their manifold obligations to His kind 
providence ; urged by gratitude for His past mercies ; and in 
anxious hope of the continuance of them ; they rationally con- 
sidered the very critical circumstances into which tWr native 
country was brought. For its vicious indolence, and its other 
sins, during a long relaxation of internal government, — under 
which we are told that '' every man chose new godB, and did 
that which was right in his own eyes;'' — in those days, it 
seems, and for many years before, a fierce, a powerful, and a cruel 
enemy had greatly harassed their borders, and denounced the 
fury of his vengeance against them. His armiee were indeed 
numerous, and the weapons o£ his warfare terrible. But, you 
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may find, that they were not invincible ; nor oould they ever he 
so, ''because the Lord Ood of Israel fought for Israel." The 
iron chariots of Jabin, the multitudes of his mighiy hoBt^ and 
all the skill and violence of Sisera, his general, were discomfited, 
were dissipated, were destroyed. Thus leaving nothings more 
for rescued Israel to do than grateMly to acknowledge that 
Divine goodness which had so wonderfully snatched them from 
the brink of ruin ! 

Hence arose the joyful notes of triumph, which the present 
chapter commemorates, as resoimding from the lips of their 
rulers ; notes, which re-echoed, I trust, through the hearts of 
all the assembly who heard them, and were happily conscioas of 
the justness of their application. ''Praise ye the Lord, for the 
avenging of Israel, when the people willingly offered them- 
selves ! " 

It is this latter circumstance, my respected hearers, which 
seems particularly to call for our present attention. '' The 
people," you see, " willingly offered themselves " for general and 
national defence, in a time of trial. Now this, though in a less 
extensive degree, is exactly their description, and their honour, 
who have cheerfully enrolled themselves in the very friendly list 
of our parochial defenders now before us. 

Never let any of us expect or depend in our Christian warfare 
upon the effectual aid of Heaven, unless, like these our brethren 
in arms, we also voluntarily dedicate our best powers to the 
service of God and the protection of our fellow-creatm'es. His 
praise is extolled and magnified by our ready obedience ; and to 
display our humble subserviency to His will is at once our duty, 
our interest, and our great reward. The free-will offering of the 
heart constitutes, you know, all the essence of human actions 
towards Ood ; and if they be destitute of this cordial ingredient 
to stamp the propriety of our social exertions, our warmest pre- 
tensions are, alas ! but empty fiction, and must not expect the 
tribute of neighbourly gratitude and esteem. He who would 
effectually journey must walk straight onward and not be weary. 
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They who would win the race of virtue and obtain the palm^of 
approbation must run with all the firmness of activity, and not 
faint in the midst of their honourable course. 

In a business, for instance, like the present plan of operation, 
there must be no lukewarmness ; no relaxation from exercise ; 
no remission of duty : and, to render it complete, perseverance 
is indispensable. It was not, I trust (as was lately observed on 
a similar occasion), the puerile inducement of any who have 
come forward in this generous career, to outshine their neigh- 
bours in the external garb and trappings of a military appear- 
ance ; or to assume a marked distinction without strenuously 
maintaining the just daim to it amongst us. Nor will any of 
our protectors, who think aright, be inclined to allege either the 
time, or the pains, or the restriction, which so worthy an arrange- 
ment must require, as any ground for diminishing their exer- 
tions. The harness and the training can be but of little avail 
unless followed up and rendered completely useful by application 
to the important object for which they were ordained ; nor shall 
any of us, I hope, in thought or deed, resemble Ephraim's sons 
of old, who, being armed and carrying bows, are said to have 
turned back when their services were the most needed. And 
why was this 1 " Because,'' says the Psalmist, " they set not 
their hearts aright : because they had not a steadfast spirit : be- 
cause they kept not that covenant of God, in which they had 
solemnly engaged." 

In a word, the Christian and the patriot never must stand 
stiU. To stop or flag is to lose way ; and whatever in our con- 
duct looks either like desertion or retreat can have no claim to 
praise. When the strong man armed keepeth the circuit of his 
dwelling, then it is that his own goods are in peace, and the 
safety of his neighbours is established; but, if he suffer the 
stronger power of indolence to rush upon him, and to overcome 
his heart, then are his advantages and their security left de- 
fenceless on the sands of danger^ and at the mercy of every 
insidious spoiler ! 
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yUnB, we trust and hope, will never be the ea&e with any of us, 
my brethren, in our respective occupatioxus and engagements. 
To be singularly alert in a good oaiue is truly honourable for 
every man ; but to be then backward or inactive when social 
duty caLLs and when peril surrounds the door, what would it be 
but to signalize and expose our own deficiency, and thus fatally 
to revive and encourage a spirit the most injurious to all our 
comforts ? 

Very dear to our remembrance is that remarkable period of 
the last year, in which the fair spirit of association commenced 
its energy amongst us to cheer and tranquillise the drooping 
hearts of many. Its genial influence was nobly rapid, extensive, 
and firm : and hence, within a few months, we have beheld a 
wall of protection thrown around our metropolis ; raised under 
the paternal sanction of supreme authority ; strengthened by 
the fullest approbation both of Church and State ; and closely 
cemented by the cordial resolution of liberal, faithful minds. 

How naturally then must we join, in the language before us, 
to praise the Lord, when His people thus willingly offer them- 
selves ! that people with whom we constantly live ; that worthy 
people, whom we cannot know without the highest regard for 
their spontaneous services, and upon whom we can therefore so 
confidently rely for defence in any case of emergency. The 
warning voice hath been heard : the watch is set : every guardian 
of his protected vicinity knows his post and is ready at the calL 
It is a call, however, thank God, which we have reason to be- 
lieve becomes daily less urgent than it was, and less likely to 
take place, in consequence of the wholesome preparations so 
generously adopted, and of those glorious victories which have 
so lately been achieved both by sea and land. To oppose every 
wrong tendency is the only sure means of establishing what is 
right. " Resist the devil, and he will flee from you," is a sacred 
and an important adage. To preoccupy the ground against 
malignity is to secure that ascendance which Truth and Virtue 
will ever most justly demand. 
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It is tiieir cause, my konoiired audience, in which you now 
behold our Mends and neighbours zealously engaged. Trained, 
to ezpertness by frequent exercise in the use of anns ; well ac- 
quainted with each other by frequent oommunicadon ; combined 
and harmonised in a peculiar and dxstingiuflhed society ; andall 
devoted to the same essential object; how exiaremely natural 
must it be for us who witness their steps to feel in consequence 1 
We form from hence the most comfortable augury and the 
fairest hopes. Through their assiduous efforts our late anxieties 
are laid at rest, and no longer do we apprehend those very un- 
pleasant incidents which otherwise might have given us but too 
much ground for alarm. 

'^But, what then/' it may be asked, ''is farther required 
from this kind appearance of our brethren ? " The answer is 
obvious. We still rely upon them to persevere in well-doing ; 
to retain and vindicate their own laudable integrity ; to confirm 
our dependance on their support, if needful ; and to cherish our 
hopes of that tranquillity at home, which, alas ! in a sister island 
hath been sorely wounded, and in many a distant realm hath 
been absolutely dealsroyed ! We still rely upon them to guard 
that conspicuous station in which they are so honourably placed 
by their king and country, and thus, in the most meritorious 
manner, to claim our gratitude and fix our imf eigned regard. 

And say now, my friends, is it possible that you can have or 
desire a stronger proof of that regard than the cheerful business 
of this day proclaims, and which must surely rivet the idea upon 
every heart ? When the amiable sex thus liberally honour the 
spirit of loyalty, thus amply reward the merit of social benefi- 
cence, where can we ever wish a clearer testimony of general 
applause? Gould we, as spectators, be silent on such an occasion 
as this, those glowing colours before you, the elegant witnesses 
of the sentiment of their fair donors*— they are too feelingly 
vocal, too expressive, to leave a doubt on any ingenuous mind. 
They speak conviction, that wants no interpreter ; they stamp, 
in the fairest light, Icth the excellency of the plans of assoda- 



28 

tion aronnd us^ and the yeiy high eBtimation in which they are 
justly held. 

A few honrs more, hastening in their career like sands from 
the glass, will bring forward that atVBpicious day in which tihe 
heart of eyeiy true Briton must exult with joy. Those colours 
shall then be seen waving before our Sovereign, in evidence 
with many others, of that loyal attachment to him which sways 
the hearts of millions, and is the best strength of princes. And 
ardently too it is hoped that ere long they will again be most 
happily displayed, when wars shall have silenced their horrid 
clamour throughout the afflicted globe! Then for ever to be 
folded up, then honourably to be laid aside, together with all 
our resentments and all our inevitable hostility against the 
ferocious enemies of our public and domestic happiness ! 

Methinks abeady we begin to hear that *' new song " which 
the Lord of Hosts is mercifully preparing to fill our mouths 
with transport. It shouts, to my mind, in the animated strains 
of Deborah, of Barak, and of David, the sweet Psalmist of 
Israel, "Hallelujah! for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth. 
Our praise is given imto Thee, Lord, above alL Praise like- 
wise be unto the people of Thine Israel. Our hearts are also 
toward the governors of our Israel, who have so willingly 
offered themselves amongst the people. Bless ye, the Lord! 
The stars in their courses have fought against the Siseras of 
destruction who would have trodden down our strength, who 
would have covered our devoted heads with slavery and shame, 
and laid our honour and our religion in the dust. So let all 
thine enemies perish, Lord ; but let them that love Thee be 
as the sun when he goeth forth in his might Praised be the 
Lord daily, even the God who helpeth us, and hath poured His 
benefits upon us I He is our God, of whom cometh salvation ; 
He is the Lord, by whom we have escaped death, yea, and all 
that is far worse than death. The Lord of Hosts is with us, the 
God of Jacob is our rei^ige. He maketh wars to cease in all the 
world. Blessed be the name of the Lord ! " 



29 

Such, I say, may soon be " our song in the house of our pil- 
grimage." But it is not even then that all will cease among 
us. No, surely no. The fruits of public virtue are not like 
Jonah's gourd. They may spring up in a day, indeed, but they 
shall not droop nor fail ; they shall still last and stiU flourish 
before God and man for ever. The recollection of your ready 
exertions on our behalf shall never cease nor die within our 
hearts. It will there long and very gratefully be remembered 
to your honour, that in an hour of trouble, yourselves and many 
thousands of your generous fellow-citizens came willingly 
forward, with zeal and alacrity, in aid of the general cause — ^the 
cause of God, of our amiable Sovereign, of the laws and consti- 
tution of our country, and of all our most dear and important 
connections. Be assured, also, that in many a future time your 
own reflections on what hath passed in this cause will indeed be 
very pleasant to you, for the fruits of conscious rectitude are 
always their own reward. Nay more, your names shall be held 
in great respect by others, proportionate to the value of your 
manly exertions for their good ; and when the mingled and strange 
events of this trying period shall hereafter become the subjects 
of the historic page, your posterity shall then deem it one of 
their proudest records to say, " My ancestor stood cheerfully 
forth, when his king and country called upon him, to assert and 
to defend the tranquillity of his neighbourhood, to strengthen 
the spirits of his fellow-citizens at large, and to establish all he 
could the security and happiness of his native land." 

For this we now sincerely and publicly thank you. For this 
your works shall praise you in the gates of our Jerusalem and 
in aU the cities of our God. May His divine goodness ever bless 
us in our several ranks and callings, high or low, rich or poor. 
And finally may He grant us the richest pledge of his loving- 
kindness by the restoration to us of that peace in this world, 
which is the fairest emblem and foretaste of peace eternal, 
through the merits and intercession of Jesus Christ our Saviour. 

To whom, &c. Amen. 
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SERMON. 



*' pray for the peace of Jernsalein : they shall prosper that love thee. 
Peace he within thy waUs ; and plenteonsness within thy palaces. For my 
brethren and companions' sake, I will wish thee prosperity. Yea, because 
of the house of the Lord our Grod, I will seek to do thee good." — 

Psalm czxii 6, 7, 8, 9. 

It has sometimes been objected against our boly religion, that 
a concern for the peace and prosperity of the world is altogether 
foreign to its true design ; and that a good Christian ought not 
to suffer his thonghts, much less his passions and affections, to 
be engaged in so worthless a subject. 

The records of sacred writ do indeed abound with injunctions 
to guard us against the temptations of wealth, honours, and 
worldly pleasure ; and they admonish us to undergo, with firm- 
ness and constancy of mind, the calamities and afflictions of 
life ; but this proves nothing to the purpose. The general of 
an army exhorts his soldiers to bear with patience the f$itigue& 
of war, to despise its dangers, and, in the day of action, to press 
forward regardless of life itself. Victory, nevertheless; and the- 
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sweet enjojment of peace is the true end of war ; and the soldier, 
though he must not fear to die, yet should endeayour to live and 
conquer. 

Beligion is a spiritual warfare, and the world is the scene of 
action, in which every good man will be sure to meet with 
enemies ; and it is not the end at which he aims but the opposi- 
tion he meets with in pursuing that end, which makes it neces- 
sary for him to be inured to bear the miseries and afflictions of 
the world. Wei'e the case otherwise, it would be iniquity to 
pray for temporal peace and prosperity ; since we ought never 
to seek that by prayer to God for which the rules of the 
religion of Christ will not permit us to be concerned. 

So that the exhortation of the text, '' to pray for the peace of 
Jerusalem," implies that we ought to be concerned for her 
peace — so concerned as to do whatever is in our power to pro- 
cure^ and to preserve it. Prayer to God for His assistance sup- 
poses the use of our own endeavours to obtain the blessing for 
which we intercede. St. Paul has exhorted us to '' pray^ and 
to give thanks for all men, especially for kings, and all that are 
in authority under them ; " and for this reason, '* that we may 
lead a quiet and peaceable life, in all godliness and honesty.'^ 

In this view, then, a concern for the peace and prosperity of 
our country is not only a political, but a religious virtue. It is 
a concern that becomes us, not only as we are men, but also as 
we are Christians. It stands not upon the narrow bottom of 
self-interest, but rises from a more generous principle, partaking 
of the love of God, and of our neighbour. Whilst we seek the 
public peace, we shew our beneficence to one, and our obedience 
to the other. 

But there is a farther consideration, which makes the public 
peace to be the proper concern of ererj good Christian. The 
present state of the Church is such, and so closely connected 
with the civil rights of mankind, that there is no probable 
ground to expect that the religion we profess could be saved out 
of the ruins of the liberty and constitution of our country. 
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If, therefore, it be a care worthy of a good man to preserve 
the free exercise of the religion of Jesus Christ, as it is proffered 
and taught in our pure and apostolical Church — if, I say, it be 
a care worthy of a good Christian to preserve such a blessing in 
his own time, or to transmit it safe to his posterity ; if we may 
wish as well as pray that we may " lead a quiet and peaceable 
life, in all godliness and honesty," or that our sons and our 
daughters after us may stand up before the Lord, in the con- 
gregation of his saints — ^if these be lawful desires, and such as 
we may, by our best endeavours, labour to obtain, our Christian 
religion will never permit us to be unconcerned spectators in 
any matter that affects the well-being of our country, or in any 
events that may contribute to its safety ; for, upon our national 
prosperity, under God, depends the liberty we enjoy of freely 
professing " the faith once delivered to the saints ; *' and the 
destruction of our civil constitution would involve in it that of 
the ecclesiastical, and be succeeded, doubtless, by evils similar 
to those which pervade the Continent, wherever modern revolu- 
tion has taken place. 

The Psalm from which the text is taken, turns wholly upon 
this twofold topic, the welfare and prosperity of Jerusalem, — 
considered as the head of the civil government, in the flourish- 
ing condition of which the happiness of the whole nation was 
concerned, and considered as the seat of true religion, the city 
in which God had chosen to dwell, and to place His name there, 
upon whose peace, consequently, depended the security of the 
holy religion which was there professed and taught. 

The first thing that gave vent to the holy Psalmist's joy was 
observing the unanimity of the people, and the satisfaction 
they were wont to express upon their going up in companies 
to keep a feast at Jerusalem, when the divine services were 
regulated, and that city was- appointed to be the place of the 
most public worship. 

" I was glad when they said unto me. We will go into the 
house of the Lord ; our feet shall stand within thy gates, O 
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Jerusalem." Hence he entertains himself with the beautiful 
prospect of Jerusalem, as it was the centre both of religious and 
civil government, in which were seated the ark of God and the 
throne of David ; from whence issued streams of justice and 
holiness, to make glad and refresh all the country of Israel. 

" Jerusalem is built as a city that is at unity with itself," or 
compact together ; "whither the tribes go up, even the tribes of 
the Lord, to testify unto Israel, to give thanks unto the name 
of the Lord; for there is the seat of judgment, even the 
seat of the House of David." Contemplating this happy state 
of his country, he poured forth the warmth and ardour of his 
feelings in prayer for its peace and welfare. " pray for the 
peace of Jerusalem : they shall prosper that love thee : peace 
be within thy walls, and plenteousness within thy palaces." 
These affectionate expressions were obviously founded in a con- 
cern for the temporal prosperity of his country and nation, 
therefore he energetically adds, ''for my brethren and com- 
panions' sake, I will wish thee prosperity;" and in a just re- 
gard for the honour of God and His holy religion, he closes with 
this zealous profession, *' yea, because of the house of the Lord 
our God, I will seek to do thee good." 

The extent of the duty recommended in the text, and the 
reasons on which that duty is founded, are obvious. Whether 
we consider our dvU rights, or the high importance of religion to 
our present peace and future well-being, we have competent 
authority from the Word of God to justify a watchful care and 
an anxious concern for the public welfare and the preservation 
of the constitution of our country. 

I wish, therefore, on this occasion to produce these argu« 
ments in reference to ourselves by stating some of the reasons 
on account of which we should be induced to praise God for the 
preservation our dear country hath experienced hitherto, in the 
present tremendous war with the most gigantic and insidious 
enemy that ever spread desolation amongst men, and by suggest- 
ing the obligations we are all under to endeavour that our happy 
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-coiustitation, in Ohnrch and State, be preBsrved inviolate, and 
perpetuated to distant ages. 

Amidst the wreck of kingdoms and states, we liave Mtherto, 
tkough often threatened with overthrow, experienced, through 
Divine favour, the most signal preservation ; and a primaay 
reason wherefore we should praise God for this mercy arises 
&om a consideration of the principles, political and religious, 
entertained by our potent enemies, and upon which they act. 

Let it then be recollected, that by the persons who bave 
usurped and who exercise the powers of government in France, 
it is laid down as an axiom, to which they inflexibly adbere. 
that all government not being a democracy is an usurpation ; 
that all kings, consequently, are usurpers, and for being kings, 
they may and ought to be put to death, with their wives, 
families, and adherents. Nothing could be more solemn than 
their promulgation of this principle ; and nothing can be more 
notorious than that they have absolutely acted upon it 

It should also be recollected, that, in France, the State does not 
acknowledge the existence of God as the moral Governor of the 
universe. It does not, as a State, offer to Him any reUgious 
worship. It hath — horrible to contemplate ! abolished, as &r 
as it is possible for any people to abolish, the Christian religion 
by a regular decree. It hath persecuted with a cold, unrelent- 
ing, steady cruelty, by every mode of confiscation, imprisonment, 
exiLe, and death, the most worthy of its clergy amongst them. 
It hath generally pulled down, shut up, or desecrated churches ; 
and some of them it hath opened again for the abominably 
wicked purpose of commemorating himian monsters wiiose vices 
and crimes have no parallel amongst men, and whom the wise 
and virtuous must consider as objects of complete detestation. 
Instead of the offices and ritual of Christianity, and, in open 
mockery of all religion, it hath instituted impious, blasph^nous, 
indecent theatric rites, in honour of their vitiatedi perverted 
reason, and erected altars to the personiflcation of their own 
corrupt and bloody republic. It hath founded schools and semir 
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naries; at the public expense, to poison mankind from gene* 
ration to generation with the horrible maxims of this impiety. 
And, when wearied out with incessant martrydoms, and the cries 
of a people hungering and thirsting for religion, it hath here 
and there permitted it, as a tolerated evil. 

These are the avowed principles of our cruel enemy ; prin- 
ciples hatched by conspirators, the object of whose association 
was to undermine and exterminate, as they hoped, the Christian 
religion. * ♦ * * * 

From these conspirators, assuming to themselves the proud title 
of philosophers — ^but their philosophy is falsely so called — the 
enemies of regular government and of Christ's religion received 
their principles, on account whereof they are the most ghastly 
foe that ever advanced against a Christian people, and particu- 
larly against the Government and people of this land. 

Another reason, wherefore gratitude should be felt for the 
preservation these kingdoms have experienced, may be drawn 
from an inquiry into their conduct, where they have been per- 
mitted to be victorious. Let the inhabitants of Brabant, of 
Holland, of Germany, of Switzerland, of Italy, of Malta, of 
Egypt, speak, and they will be unanimous in declaring that 
every mode of oppression that the wisdom of the wicked could 
devise hath been unrelentingly exercised upon them ; and that 
they have still been imable to satiate the monster. 

The measure of our gratitude for preservation will be aug- 
mented when we consider how very great is the enemy's avowed 
enmity to us in particular. They have declared that the French 
Bepublic and the British Government cannot subsist together. 
They have determined to exert themselves to the utmost in order 
to destroy our constitution, to desolate our land, and to erase us 
from the list of independent states. They have declared that 
the hatred of the English Government must be national, and that 
a war of extermination against us shall take place. But we 
trust in the living God — oh that our trust may be a devout and 
consistent one ! — that these threats will be rendered abortive. 
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He wlio enabled David to overcome Goliath ; He who rescued 
the people of Judah from the potent army of the blasplieming 
Sennacherib ; He who enabled Gideon, by the blast of trumpets 
and a shout of " the sword of the Lord and of Gideon," to over- 
come the hosts of the Midianites — He is the God whom we stiU 
profess to serve, and in His name we stand forth in this warfare. 

Hence, then, we may go on to consider the obligations we are 
all under to exert ourselves^ that our happy constitution, in 
Church and State, may be preserved inviolate, and perpetuated 
to distant ages. These obligations, suggested in the text, are 
of a civil and of a religious nature. 

To the former the Psalmist adverts in the words, '* For my 
brethren and companions' sake, I will wish thee prosperity." A 
good man should never be unconcerned in the events that bef aU 
his country ; and this sort of indifference, in an Englishman, is- 
peculiarly censurable and disgraceful. The constitution of 
Britain has obtained universal admiration. Here each man is 
protected in the full and free enjoyment of his property, and 
justice is administered with universal impartiality. Society is 
diversified with all its beautiful gradations, and individuals of 
the most exalted rank do not so much as entertain a thought of 
raising the smallest direct opposition to the operations of the 
law. The greatest freedom that can be enjoyed by man in a 
state of civil society, and the greatest security that can be given 
him with respect to the protection of his character, property, 
personal liberty, limb and life, are afforded to every individual 
by our present constitution. Strong obligation, then, are we 
under upon this ground, to endeavour that our blessings be not 
removed, or even encroached upon, either by theoretic innova- 
tors at home or by hostile attempts from abroad. 

And when we consider the religious privileges wherewith we 
are blessed, our obligations to endeavour, as much as in us lies^ 
that they be preserved and perpetuated will be still more 
obvious. Christianity is God's choicest gift to man; and 
Christianity, in all the purity of its doctrines, in all the holiness 
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of its precepts, and in all the accuracy of its primitive exterior 
form, is not only professed, but is likewise established amongst 
us, by the laws and constitution of our country. " Yea, then, 
because of the house of the Lord our God, we will seek to do 
thee good." 

I am well aware that they are not a few who indulge them- 
selves in declamation against all ecclesiastical establishments. 
"They, however, cannot, or will not, discern that it was as 
much in the intention of the Divine founder of our religion, that 
at a stated period of its growth it should be incorporated with 
the civil government of Christian nations, giving and receiving 
reciprocal support, as it was that it should, before such a period, 
found and maintain itself without such support." In the Levi- 
tical dispensation the Church and the State were inseparably 
united by God Himself ; and when kings became nursing fathers 
and queens nursing mothers of the Christian Church, nothing 
could be more natural than that a similar junction should take 
place. Blessed be God ! so it did. The junction hath continued 
to our times, and, at this day, they who endeavour to deform 
the blessed Gospel of its distinguishing features and the men 
who are avowedly Infidels are the most eager to accomplish a 
disjunction. ''Yea, then," let it be echoed, "because of the 
house of the Lord our God," built and established among us, 
we will seek to do thee good. 

These civil and religious obligations appear indeed to have 
influenced the nation at large, and to have produced exertions 
of the most creditable and salutary nature. 

The public burdens have been various and many. They have 
nevertheless been enacted with alacrity, and borne with cheer- 
fulness. The wisdom and equity of our legislators have so 
arranged and constructed their acts thai; the taxes they have 
recently imposed do in the least possible degree affect the lower 
orders of the community ; and they who pay the largest share 
of them are so far from complaining of the burden created by 
the demands of the State, that we see them, at least very many 
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of thdm, presfiing forward to testify th^ zeal in the ootamxon 
caoee hj a vctoxtary ooatiibution of a large portioa of their 
inoomsy and it is an evidence of tlieir wiadaniy no less than of 
tlieir generosity, to think that wealth cannot be so properly 
expended as in preserving all that renders worldly existence 
desirable. 

Kor has there been a period in the history of this maritime 
country in which there have been such and so successful exer- 
tions of naval valour as those by which, during the present war, 
we have been benefited. The importance of our great national 
bulwark has always been acknowledged, but it has never beecn 
felt in the manner we now feel it. Through the continued inter- 
position of Providence, our naval victories have succeeded each 
other in brilliancy and importance ; and one recently achiered, 
through the blessing of Almighty God, as was piously acknow- 
ledged in the despatches of its illustrious leader, and for which 
we have this day rendered our humble thanks \^Ifote 5], may 
very probably give a turn to the affairs of Europe, and expedite 
the aocompliahment of its peace. 

The Yoluntary Armed Associations that everywhere prevail 
throughout our countiy are another evidence of creditable and 
salutary exertion in its defence. No sooner did the insulting 
menace of invasion come forth from the enemy, but an imion in 
arms took place which has put the nation in a posture of defence 
heretofore unknown. 

** The sons of peace in. such a cause 
Assume the port of war, 
Ann for their liboarties and laws. 
And every danger dare/' 

Persons of rank and property mingle with manufacturers and 
mechanics, and they form a body of men trained to the use of 
aims who, without forsaking the occupations of peace, are ready 
to repress internal tumult and to guard our shores against the 
approach of the foe. 

Thiff, my respected brethren of the Association here present,. 
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is jour commendation. We consider you and your confederatSB 
in arms in erery part of the kii^dom as, under God, our 
guardians amd protectors. You know the blessingps with -whic^, 
as Englishmen, we are surrounded ; you profess a reverence for 
lihe religion of Jesus Christ, and you testify it by appearing in 
His house this day in your martial character ; you " honour the 
king, and meddle not with them that are given to change." 
Your services are generous ; they are truly patriotic ; they are 
invaluable; and, by everyone who loves his king aaid his 
country, by everyone who wishes stabitity to our constitution in 
Church and State, by everyone disposed to " pray for Hke peace 
of our Jerusalem," they are contemplated with affection anfl 
gratitude. 

Certain visionary enthusiasts may go on to condemn even 
d^nsive war ; but, knowing as we do that the magistrate is 
**l3ie minister of God," and ih&t ^*he beareth not the sword in 
vain," the lawfulness of bearing it under Him, without whidi he 
must bear it in vain, is obvious to everyone whose eyes are not 
closed by prejudice and party. 

Bat, my brethren, whilst I commend your zeal in a righteous 
cause, bear with me, as your pastor, if I earnestly, though affec- 
tionately, admonish and exhort you, and all who this day hear 
me, to consistency of conduct. Eemember that you are all the 
soldiers of Christ, engaged to fight manfully in a warfare 
against the world, the fleshy and the devil. Examine yourselves, 
then, whether your conduct and habits of life be consistent — 
examine whether you act the part of Christian soldiers. Do 
you live in the fear of God and the faith of Christ ? Are you 
mindful of His commandments, and thankful for His promises ? 
Do you endeavour, through the grace of God, to shun what He 
hath forbidden, and to do what He hath enjoined ? Do you 
sanctify his Sabbaths, and constantly and devoutly frequent the 
services of His house and His altar ? Some of you do. Oh, 
that such were the conduct of everyone ! 

Let, then, the tremendous convulsions of this world invite you 
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to act not only for the preservation of order here, bnt likewise 
for the everlasting salvation of your souls hereafter. XTnite in 
an endeavour to stem the torrent of profligacy and licentioxis- 
ness, and dare to be religious in word and in deed. To be ready 
to flght for our religion, and yet live regardless of its oblige 
tions is preposterous inconsistency. But, my brethren, X will 
hope ''better things of you, and things that accompany salva- 
tion " (Heb. vi. 9). 

May a returning spirit and power of godliness animate us to 
act well our Christian part, and to adorn the doctrine of " God 
our Saviour." Then shall we have fresh confldence to believe 
that God will continue to bless us, to go forth with our fleets 
and armies, to protect us from the overthrow with which we are 
menaced, and to save us from our enemies, and from the hands 
of all that hate us. Then " the enemy will not be able to do us 
violence ; the son of wickedness will not hurt us. The Lord of 
Hosts will be with us ; the God of Jacob will be our refiige." 

To Whom, &c. 
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** Every kingdom divided against itself is brought to desolation." 

Matthew zii. 25. 

Thotjgh it was not the object of our Saviour in this passage to 
inculcate that unanimity on which the safety and the happiness of 
a country so much depend, but to refute the opinion of the Jews 
that He acted under the power of Satan, from this known and 
admitted principle, that a house or kingdom divided- against 
itself cannot stand, though this was the occasion of introducing 
the subject, it is a truth so well confirmed by the general 
opinion and experience of mankind, so necessary at all times to 
be remembered, and so particularly necessary at present, that I 
cannot employ the opportunity which the occasion affords to 
greater advantage than in impressing upon you, — 
I. The duty of unanimity. 
n. The necessity of it. 
m. The peculiar need of it at this time from the present cir- 
cumstances of danger which call upon every Mend of his 
country to unite in its defence. 
I. Though our Saviour is not here inculcating this unanimity, 
it is introduced as a known and acknowledged duty of citizens ; 
and in many other parts of Scripture it is professedly taught as 
the duty of Christians, who are to consider themselves as 



42 

members of one body, the intimate connexion and union sub- 
sisting between which affording both the example and th.e proof 
of the close connexion which ought to subsist between the 
members of the social body. 

This, indeed, extends to the whole Christian Church, and to 
that union which there should be between all ChristiajiB, of 
whatever country, as members of one spiritual body ; and we 
readily admit that if all the members of this wide extended 
body, wherever they may be situated or however their interests 
may seem to clash, were actuated by the spirit of Christ, there 
would be no fear of divisions from the jarring interests and 
passions that now involve them in quarrels and contentions. 
Nation would no longer lift up sword against nation, neither 
would there be war any more. So, if every individual member 
of Christ's body were actuated by the same spirit, there would 
be an end of aU the quarrels and contentions that now divide 
house against house, and one Christian against another. The 
benevolent temper of the Gospel would heal all the differences 
and animosities that arise between man and man, and govern all 
those angry passions that lead them to wrangle and quarrel with 
one another. 

But though it is the duty of all Christians, wherever dispersed, 
to consider themselves as members of one body, and as such to 
be united in love, that duty must be stronger upon them in the 
nearer relations in whith they may be placed. 

The general effect of Christian charity would dispose the 
branches of a family to love as brethren, to be of one mind, to 
be united together in the bond of peace and love ; but the closer 
union of interests that their nearer relation occasions requires a 
higher degree of affection and more appropriate duties than they 
owe to the rest of their fellow Christians. 

So as fellow-dtizens, though as Christians, they are required 
to love as brethren, yet here the tie becomes stronger in propor- 
tion to the nearer relation in which they stand to one another. 
The common interests of their country call upon them to imite- 
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as members of one social body for their mutual benefit and paro- 
taction. As the relation that subsists between the members of 
a family does not dissolve the tie which unites them with the 
great family of Christy so the connexion of a citizen with his 
countty does not annihilate the relation that he stands in with 
the rest of mankind, but calls upon him to discharge the more 
appropriate duties of a citizen. And it may so happen, from 
the unjust aggression of other countries, that he may be placed 
in a situation in which his duty to his countty will for a time 
oblige him to have recourse to those measures which, while he 
is compelled to adopt, he will feelingly lament — ^that suspension 
of social and commercial intercourse, that resort to anns, that 
painful necessity of repelling injury with injury, and all the 
evils and calamities attendant on war. 

Beluctant as it will ever be to the oonsdentious Ohristian to 
haye recourse to any measures that shall for a moment intenrupt 
the harmony that should subsist between nations as between 
men, his country is his family, and it is a duty imposed upon 
him by the relation in which he stands, to unite with his fellow- 
citizens and make their object a common cause. To the ][»rotec- 
tion which he derives from this union of interest and strength 
be owes the safety of himself and the security of his possessions ; 
and the society which affords him these advantages has a claim 
upon him for the services and support that he may be able to 
contribute. 

And to make his services effectual it is necessary to act in 
concert, lest the general strength of the countiy should be 
weakened by divisions and a diversiiy of measures and opera- 
tions — ^which would be the case if each were to act upon his own 
opinion — should be found to produce confusion and disorder, 
instead of that close, compact, and well-directed effort which is 
necessaiy to resist the operations of a united and perhaps 
superior force. 

The strength of a nation depends more upon the union and 
co-operation of its force than upon the extent of its territoiy, or 
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the number of its mhabitants. If its strength can be so concen- 
trated as to act together with one mind and in one direction, its 
exertions will be great though its numbers be small, and though 
it be ranked among the first of the nations its efforts will be weak 
when divided ; and no country, however great its resources, if it 
did not unite its exertions, would be able to stand against the 
atta,cks which ambition or interest might make upon it. 

When the enemy is the aggressor, and his country the object 
of their vengeance, or when it is eventually exposed from what- 
ever cause to danger, it is the duty of a good citizen to unite in 
its defence. Even when the cause of contention might be such 
as to allow of difference in opinion, it is his duty to sacrifice his 
own to the general opinion, and, lest he should endang-er its 
safety by dividing its streng^, and bring on evils much worse 
than those which he apprehends from the measures he disapproves, 
to unite with his fellow-citizens for their common protection and 
defence. 

I would not be understood to mean anything like this, that we 
should passively and implicitly adopt in all cases without oppo- 
sition or inquiry the measures that might be proposed. It is 
the part of a good citizen to contribute his counsel as well as 
his strength ; to give his opinion with freedom where it can 
avail ; and, while the business is yet in a deliberative stage^ to 
-suggest every possible amendment that he can. But when the 
general opinion has determined the measures to be pursued, he 
would fail in the duty which he owes to his country if he were 
to weaken the effect of those meastires by withholding his assist- 
^jttce, or by a line of conduct that should have a tendency to 
defeat them. 

The consequences that woidd result from divided counsels 

and measures clashing with one another wiU, while they afford 

a confirmation of our duty so to unite our strength for the 

general safety, clearly show us, 

II. The necessity of it. 

Without the more expensive lessons which nations furnish, 
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our own observations in the common concerns of life miglit show 
us the fatal consequences of disunion. 

That instance which our Saviour adduces in connexion with 
the text is a familiar and strong proof of the fatal effects of dis- 
union. A house, no more than a nation, divided against itself, 
can stand ; confusion, unhappiness and ruin are the conse- 
quences where this is the case. The fable of antiquity will furnish 
the reason, and the common experience of mankind the proof of 
this, while the happiness and prosperity that are seen to attend 
the family that is united in affection and interests afford example 
and encouragement to like unanimity upon the larger scale of 
national connexion. 

The effects of dissension in society in their various combina- 
tions and designs are too well known to need the production of 
instances to prove how pernicious such disunion is. Objects 
that are of acknowledged utility, and plans well adapted to attain 
the end proposed, are often defeated for want of union among 
those with whom the design originates or in whom the execu- 
tion rests. 

If the end be good, one would not suppose that well-intentioned 
men could quarrel about the means ; or, if the means do not 
accord with their own opinions, that they would on that account 
withhold their assistance and support, yet those who are accus- 
tomed to take an active part in public concerns of any kind, know 
well how frequently such motives divide the members of a social 
body and obstruct the success of the best designs. Pride, interest, 
opinion and other selffsh motives, which ought in all cases to give 
way to the public good, are suffered to intermix their baneful in- 
fluence, and weaken the effect, if not ultimately frustrate, the 
execution of the wisest plans. 

From this unhappy cause how many good designs have failed ? 
How many valuable plans have been defeated ? How many 
societies that have been set on foot for the best purposes, and 
wisely constituted to answer the intended end, have been torn 
to pieces by internal quarrels and contentions that have done 
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more to defeat such designs than the greatest impediments from 
without. Many of the wrecks remain to warn us how fatal to 
an good designs the Wttnt of imion is, and how necessary it is, 
if we would accomplish any of the plans which public spirit shall 
set on foot, to act in concert — ^to give up all those selfi&h ma^xes 
that tend to divide and weaken the exertions that are necessary 
to accomplish the end proposed, and unite in all cases our best 
powers to effect the good intended, though it may fall short of 
our own wishes, or maybe attended with circumstances that are 
not in all respects exactly such as we approve, well knowing 
that if we are not united, the plan or purpose will come to 
nothing, and prudently considering that it is better to obtain an 
imperfect good than to lose the whole benefit of the design by 
those dissensions and contests that will entirely defeat it. 

The cause of humanity frequently suffers from the contentions 
and divisions that obstruct the schemes of the benevolent ; and 
the ccrase of virtue too is weakened by the dissensions that pre- 
vail among its advocates. Instead of all '^ striving together for 
the faith in one spirit and with one mind," that zeal and unity 
of exertion which are wanting to produce its full efltect are 
divided and weakened. The body of Christians which should bo 
imited in one g^at design, ^' endeavouring to keep the unity of 
the spirit in the bond of peace," is spHt into sects %nd parties ; 
and these again, forgetful of the bond that should unite them, 
torn by the Gont^dtions of interest and passion into still smaller 
parts, are each contributing to weaken the general effect by con- 
fining their zeal to iheir own particular views and counteracting 
the labours of one another, instead of imiting their exertions and 
making their object a common cause. 

But to come to those proofs which are more immediately to 
our purpose. What evils and mischiefs have been brought upon 
mankind by those political dissensions which have involved 
nations in civil commotions, or weakened their powers of resist- 
aace when they have had a foreign enemy to encounter. 

Here, also, the wisest measures and best-concerted plans have 
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been defeated by interested or indiscreet opposition on the part 
of those who have suffered their own private interest or feelings 
to operate to the prejudice of the public, to excite jealousies 
and animosities, disaffection and discontent, which hare weakened 
the hands of Goyemment, embaxrassed the public counsels, ener- 
vated the strength of the nation, pcoloaged the necessity of war, 
accumulated expense, and at last defeated the end for which the 
blood and treasure of the nation have been expended. We have 
suffered too much from such causes not to know how injurious 
to the interests of a country such disunion is. 

It might not be difficult to trace the present war, and all those 
consequences which every friend to humanity and to the interests 
of his country must feel and deplore, to the disunion and dissen- 
sions which existed among ourselves, by which the enemy were 
invited to agression, and, in the expectation of finding us still 
m.ore disunited than we were, forced us into a contest which we 
were most desirous to avoid. 

In the prosecution, no less than in the origin, of the war, 
we have to lament the consequences of dividing the public mind. 
We have still to encounter not only the desperate rage of the 
foreign enemy, but the accumxilated difficulties which arise from 
our own internal divisions and discontents. Still the strength 
of the nation is divided ; still the discontented and the indiscreet, 
by their ill-timed clamour and complaints, keep up the spirits of 
the enemy and damp our own exertions. In the Senate, in 
public societies, in companies of every kind, in pamphlets, 
papers, through every channel, do we hear and read the language 
of disunion. Increasing danger, which ought to be the bond of 
closer union^ serves rather to divide our strength. In proportion 
to our own divisions do we encourage and unite the enemy ; 
and, by disunion among ourselves, add to the difficulties and the 
dangers of a period big with sufficient apprehension without the 
additbn of internal enemies to make it more perilous than it is. 

These are consequences which affect our present situation, 
and therefore lead us to consider, 

m. The peculiar necessity of unanimity at this time from the 
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present circumstances of danger which call upon every friend 
of his country to unite in its defence. 

It will here occur to your own reflections, as an additional 
proof of the consequences of disunion, that, wherever the arms of 
the enemy have been extended, the want of union, and the 
consequent weakness and want of exertion in the people that 
they have brought under their yoke have been the causes of 
their success. 

The countries which they have overrun have not been true to 
themselves. The enemy has found them disunited and engaged 
in internal contentions, when they should have been united in 
the closest bonds of unanimity and exertion. They have been 
found divided into parties, and weakened by their divisions; 
agitating questions flt only for the calm season of peace when 
they have an enemy at the gate ready to take advantage of their 
divided state. The enemy has had the good fortune to find the 
way to victory already paved for them by friends within, prepared 
to receive with fraternal embraces the invaders of their country 
and either supinely indolent, or treacherously active in defeating 
the counsels and exertions of its friends. 

Without the united exertions of the people, what could be 
expected but defeat? A kingdom divided against itself is 
brought to desolation. The country that is torn by internal 
dissensions, and cannot in the moment of danger forget all its 
domestic animosities, and unite its exertions against the common 
enemy, must be an easy conquest. And so well aware of the 
advantages they should derive from this divided and fermented 
state of the countries around them, so thoroughly masters of that 
successful policy were the enemy, that from the first they trusted 
more to the effect of their principles than their arms. It was 
one declared part of their system to sow the seeds of dissension 
in the countries which they meant to overrun ; to disseminate by 
their emissaries, their pamphlets and proclamations, those prin- 
ciples which should divide the people, break their attachment to 
their established government, alienate their affections from their 
rulers, and dispose them to disobedience and disorder. This 
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was at first, and is still, their avowed plan. And too successful 
liave they found it Countries thus divided are now suffering 
the consequences of their disunion. It is now too late to unite 
their strength. Like the divided crew of the captured ship, 
the enemy will take care to prevent their force from again 
uniting. 

But though it is now too late for countries already subjugated 
to unite their broken strength, other countries are yet in time to 
learn the lesson which their example teaches. We may learn, 
and iiifatuated must we be if we do not learn, from their dear- 
bought experience, that a kingdom divided against itself cannot 
stand. 

At such a time, when eveiy friend of his country should sacri- 
fice private opinion to the public safety, when every service 
that can individually or collectively be afforded should be 
brought forward in its defence, ought we to be divided among 
ourselves ? Ought we not to be united as one man ? Should a 
particle of strength be wasted in contentions among ourselves — 
a particle of that strength which the uncommon exertions of 
the enemy and the unexampled spirit of the times require for 
our common saf eiy and defence ? 

Perfect unanimity is not to be expected. It is not to be 
expected but that men of good intention will differ in opinion 
on points of government, and the measures adopted in the 
administration of its affairs. 

In the prosecution of a war, however unavoidable in its ori- 
gin, many things musb be expected to occur which cannot accord 
with the judgment, or be reconciled to the feelings of those who 
yet admit its necessity, and assent to the general principles on 
which it is carried on. Some of its advocates may think they 
see room for dissatisfaction in the mode, or instances of misman- 
agement in the conduct of it. They may wish to see a greater 
promptitude of measures, more vigorous exertions, and a greater 
attention to economy in every department of public expense. 
Some, at first convinced of the necessity of resisting the evils 
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that were imminenti but sickened at the sight of woe &at has 
easuedy and fainting under the load of calamity and expense in 
which we find ourselves inyolyedi may think a peace on any 
terms to be preferred to the continuance of a hopeless ajid ex- 
pensive war — ^while others, alike desirous of the return of peace, 
may think the period that they so much wish would be pro- 
tracted by the very means which these would recommend to 
meet it. But whatever their opinions be, ai; a time wlieii their 
country calls for the united exertions of all its friends, their 
sense of duty and the common danger which they feel, should 
weigh down every other consideration, and instead of wasting 
their strength in unseasonable complaints, and giving the enemy 
an advantage by their divisions, imite their services in the 
common cause. Their country is not to be lost because they 
cannot agree in the measures to be adopted for its defence. 

Who that is experienced in business of subordinate concem 
does not often find, in the prosecution of a good design, circum- 
stances of the same sort which militate with his own judgment, 
or do not accord with his own feelings ; and yet, rather than 
divide and weaken the exertions which are necessary to accom- 
plish the end, he gives way to the opinion of others in points of 
smaller concem to obtain the main object of the design. As in 
the one case the good is not to be lost because it is not so perfect 
as might be obtained, or the means of its attainment not exactly 
such as he approves, so neither in the other is the salvation of 
their country to be thrown away because there may be some 
difference of opinion on the causes or amount of the danger, or 
something to be the subject of complaint in the measures that 
are taken for its security. 

Whatever the causes which have led us into our present difS- 
culties and dangers, such our situation is ; and the single ques- 
tion now is, What is to be done ? not what was, or what might 
have been done, but what is to be done ? and what each can do, 
it is his duty to do for his own and the public safety. 

It is not the part of wise men in the hour of danger to spend 
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that time in frtuflew lamqnta<i(Mi whkHi ahauld be ocoupied in 
tU» more iimnediaie duties of dafenca If we are pressed with 
xunisiial difficulties^ &q seose of flkese should unite our exertions, 
not make i^ose difficulties greator, and increase the danger, hj 
qoflirels and contentions among ofBrselyes. 

Taking up the business where we find it — inYolyed in war 
with a desperate and i n v et erate enemj, and exposed to addi- 
tional danger from the effects of their piinciples among our- 
selyes, should we not do the best we can to guard against each ? 

The least that can be esqaectedat such atime is, that negative 
assistance that will not inflame the feelings of the public, disunite 
thdr minds, and defeat the services which those more zealous 
in the cause of their oountry think it their duty to contzibuta 

At a time when the ties of snbardination are already too mudlL 
loosened, and discontent disposed to take advantage of the present 
ebcumstances c^the world, it sorely is not prudent in tkose who 
owe the security of their possessions and the safelrf of their persons 
to theeodstence of good government and order, it is not prudent 
in them to increase the sources of discontent, and encourage 
that disposition to disorder which, if it were not kept under by 
the firm hand of government and the seasonable support of its 
j&iands, would throw all things into confusion, and render us sa 
easy prey to our enemies. 

That prudence, of which they know the value in their own 
conoems,^ should be their guide in this. They should consider 
that it will be too late to see their mistake when the mischief is 
doBia; that it is m^udi more easy to preserve order and peace 
than to restore it. Mischief may be prevented when it cannot 
be suppressed. In this as in all things else preventive measures 
are besL 

This easy contribution-^this cheap concurrence in the neces- 
sary measures of defence, is due from those whose sentiments 
are most at variance with the general opinion, and most back- 
ward to contribute anything else. 

But from the fiiends of peace and order, in addition to that 
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prudence which deUghts not to swell the amount of our misfor- 
tunes and magnify eveiy subject of complaint, which, rather 
suppresses its own dissatisfaction where the cause is such as it 
cannot approve than afiford occasion of triumph to our enemies 
or disunion among our friendcf, more is to be expected^ more 
active assistance in proportion to their powers. And I should 
bo wanting to the public and to this neighbourhood in particular, 
if I were not to acknowledge the spirited and liberal exertions 
that have been made. 

To the Associations which at a time of great danger and alarm 
took place in every part of the kingdom, among which our own 
stands an early and honourable example [^N'ote 7] do we look 
with equal satisfaction for a proof of the sentiments of the nation, 
and the spirit to defend the blessings we enjoy. 

To the large and liberal subscription [iVbfe 8] that was 
entered into for the purpose of raising the military corps which 
now appears before you, may we look as a fresh proof of the 
same attachment to the interests of their country and their dis- 
position to contribute to its defence. 

In the zeal, activity and attention of the officers who have so 
well disciplined and fitted them for the service; and in the 
members of the Independent Company, who have so handsomely 
and honourably preferred to their own ease and convenience the 
satisfaction of standing forward at such a crisis in the service 
of their country, do we see an additional ground of satisfaction 
and reliance [^Note 9]. 

And the occasion of the present solemnity is another instance 
of public spirit, and that the more flattering to the feelings of 
those who are more immediately distinguished by the honour 
that is conferred upon them as well as to the association at 
large, who on this as on all occasions wish to be considered as 
one imited body, and therefore partake of the satisfaction it 
affords as a testimony of approbation, congenial feelings of 
loyalty, attachment to their country, and abhorrence of every- 
thing tending to disturb its repose in the female part of our 
parish. 
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Instances these wHch reflect great credit upon our country, 
whicjb. has furnished^ without adding to its burdens, so season- 
able and strong an addition to its defence ; and to which we are 
all indebted for that tranquillity which, under circumstances un- 
favourable to the peace and good order of society, we have 
hitherto enjoyed. 

To the fortunate existence of a force thus constituted for the 
preservation of the public peace is eveiy part of the kingdom 
much indebted ; and to the seasonable and spirited services of 
this and other similar associations in the last year did the 
Metropolis owe obligations, the extent of which, though it is 
not within the reach of human calculation to ascertain, nor easy 
to prove to those who will admit nothing as a benefit or loss that 
is not to be demonstrated by that experience which brings it 
home to their senses, and puts them in full possession of the 
one, or the actual consequences of the other, the discerning part of 
the public, who look to the situation of other countries which have 
actually experienced the consequences against which we guard, 
and who, without waiting for those consequences to come home to 
themselves, wisely consider that like effects are produced from 
like causes, will readily and gratefully acknowledge ; not the less 
thankful that they have not learnt their obligations from their 
own experience, that they have not gone through that vicissi- 
tude of delusion and suffering that has been the lot of others 
whose madness or misfortune it has been to be the subjects 
of it. 

To the continuance of the same zeal and exertion which have 
hitherto preserved, do we continue to look with confidence for 
the future security of our internal peace. But that end, so de- 
sirable to us all, will be more effectually secured in proportion 
as our minds are more united and our efforts brought into one 
direction. 

Much, therefore, is it to be wished that more whom the same 
sense of danger, the same attachment to their country, and the 
same desire to serve it, ought to unite in this laudable service 
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were aaaooiated with iiheir neig^boim for liieir mtitttal necoriiy 
and d^noe ; that the example which has been set with so much 
credit to themselyee and so nmch service to the pubKc by asso- 
ciations of this kind were followed hj others lihe drcTnmaiai,xicedy 
as the only thing which remains within our power to do to eom- 
plete our local securiiy and contribute to the general defence. 

I forbear to press this subject farther lest I should be aiocused 
of stepinng out of the line of my profession, and share in the 
obloquy which every friend to his country upon these and other 
occasions that have an aspeet to its defence must ezpeet to 
encounter. 

And yet I am not aware that, in recommending to those who 
from thoughtless unconcern, supine security, or motives less 
worthy, hare hitherto withheld their actiye services, an example 
so condudye to the pubHc tranquillity, I am doing any violence 
to the feelings of humanity, or departing firom the character of 
a minister of the gospel of peace. I am not aware in the part 
that I am called upon this day to take that I am deviating in the 
smallest degree from the duties of my profession, or the line 
which my own feelings, not lessfriendly to peace, would prompt 
me to take. 

The object of our Association is peace. This was its declared 
purpose and design at first — "not to dMurb but to preserve it." 
This has been its invariable end and purpose throughout. And 
it is equally the design of the present Association, whidi, though 
it wears the garb of military array, breathes nothing but the 
peaceful spirit of the purest benevolence, and so far from taking 
up arms to spill, unites for the purpose of preventing the efinston 
of blood. 

It enlists not in the service of an ambitious or avaricious 
prince to waste its own and the blood of others in waging a 
destructiTe war, to gratify the pride of nations or the personal 
interest or ranity of kings. It is not aimed and disciplined to 
carry war and desolation into other countries, but to preserve 
and maintain tranqufflity at home. It meddles not with Hie 
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concerns of foreign nations ; its object is to secure its own. It 
does not court the smiles of power. It serves not the naxrow 
purposes of paxty. It disdains to be the tool of any set of man. 
Its views are pure, and unmixed with all the policies of courts 
and all the motives of private vanity or gain. Its views are to 
the public peace. Its design strictly defensive. Its measures 
all preventive. Jts operations subservient to the civil power, 
and then only to be brought forward when actual danger 
shall call for its assistance, to resist the invasion of a foreign 
enemy, or to prevent the sad effects of riot and disorder here at 
home. As a measure of peace^ therefore, as a means to save our 
country from desolation, I may, with the most perfect consist- 
ency commend the union and zeal of which this Association is an 
example, and recommend that example to the praise, the admi- 
ration, and gratitude which it justly demands. And under this 
impression of its utiliiy and importance to the peace of society, 
I am persuaded that the feelings of this nimierous and respect- 
able assembly will go with me when 

I dedicate these standards to its service, and to the service of 
our country, under the sacred guardianship of that great Being 
who ruleth over all, and whose especial blessing we implore to 
direct and prosper the aims of those who shall serve under them. 

May they be the banners to assemble and the bond to unite, 
in the defence of their king, their country, its constitution, its 
religion and laws, the friends of each in the hour of danger and 
in every time of need ! 

Foreign or domestic, may their enemies ever flee before them. 
May one "chase a thousand," and "one thousand flee at the 
rebuke of one." Happier still if they shall be the instruments 
to check the attempts of both, to frustrate the counsels of the 
wicked, and prevent the effusion of blood ! 

May this Association ever be distinguished by its valour, its 
attachment to the cause in which it is engaged, its good disci- 
pline and order, that they may not disgrace the arms they bear, 
nor the cause in which thay serve ; but while they secure to 
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others the advantages of a well-ordered government, they may 
afford the proof of it in themselves ! 

May you, to whom with these distinguished honours we con- 
fide ourselves, our families, our liberties, property, and lives, in 
defending us be yourselves defended ! May the Gk)d you serve 
give His angels charge over you to keep you in all your ways t 
May He be your shield and buckler, the horn also of your salva- 
tion ! May He give strength and power unto His people ! May- 
He give unto us all the blessings of peace. 
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THE READING AND HENLEY ASSOCIATIONS, 
THE WOODUSY CAVALRY, 
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BEADING ASSOCIATION: 

BT 

RICHAED VALPY, D.D., F.A.S., 

CHAPLAIN TO THE ASSOCIATION. 
ISee Note 10,1 



SERMON. 
•* Therefore be ye also ready." — Matth. xxiv. part of ver. 44. 

In the revolutioiiB of human opimons, it is the duty of the 
philosopher to expose the dangers of novelty, and to point out 
that system which he thinks most conducive to the general 
welfare. In the revolutions of states, it is the care of a wise 
politician to trace the causes and the progress of those changes, 
and, guided by the light of experience, to conduct his fellow* 
citizens into the path that leads to securiiy and happiness. In 
all great events, which attract the examination, or excite the 
alarm of manMnd, it is the duty of a preacher of the Gbspel to 
make his hearers sensible of the Great Cause which produces 
those important effects, of the Almighty Power who directs 
them to the most gracious purposes — to teach them to admire 
the wisdom, and adore the goodness of their Greater, to call 
their attention to that tremendous voice which calls them to 
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repentance ; and to be therefore ready, by the sincerity of their 
faith and the fervour of their piety, to prove their sense of TTia 
uniyersal agency, and vindicate the ways of His Proyidence. 

Gbd has never left Himself without witness; the page of 
history is stamped with the clearest characters of His terror 
and of His mercy. Glonds and darkness are round about Him ; 
but righteousness and judgment are the habitation of His seat. 
His way is in the sea, and His path in the great waters; yet 
though His footsteps are not known, from the prophets whom 
He inspired we may always hear a voice that testifies of Him. 
Look at the examples of Nineveh and of Babylon, of Africa 
and of Judea, consider the dissolution of the powerful nations 
recorded in the sacred writings, and acknowledge the anticipa- 
tion of the most striking events by the mouth of His Holy 
Prophets. Miracles may be represented as losing some of their 
weight, and be opposed with more plausibility by infidels, as 
they recede from the period which gave them birth; but 
prophecies, in their accomplishment, derive greater authorily 
from time. What weakens other testimonies adds strength 
and stability to their truth. History is indeed but a record of 
the completion of prophecy. A candid historian can never be an 
infideL The study of the anatomy of man forced aa andest 
philosopher to acknowledge a God; the stttdy of the lustoiy of 
the wodd must maJce the pride of modem flceptica«n bow at the 
foot of the cross of Christ. 

To a reflecting mind the present awfol events, which iavidve 
the four quarters of the globe in their consequences, afford a 
subject of deep meditation. A partial observer will be struck 
with despaax at those disastronfl revolutioBS which have 
plunged Europe into blood and defiieed the order of the moral 
w(»jd. He CNoly sees the desolating tempest which blasts the 
fairest works of nature; he discerns nirt the Providence that 
directs the stoEia. 

Ina di&rent light we are to view the present changes which 
mankind. The hand of Qod is filling up, by iastm- 



59 

xaents of the most fearful ezeoution, the great ontline whiek He 
liad traced before by His prophets and His Apostles. 

Among the prophecies which must have excited your aitten- 
tion are those which relate to the present state of Bom^. If^ 
with all Protestant commBntators, we xmdBrstand the Eoiimn 
PontifP to be represented under the figuratrre emblems of Baaidel 
and the anthor of the Bevelation, and by the stiil clearer descrip- 
tion of St. Fanl, we must be stmck with the completion of the 
prophecy. Daniel and St. John mentioa the period of 1,260 
years from i^e establishment to ihd extinction of that Govern- 
ment. In the year 538, tiie, empire of the Gtoths was abaEshed, 
in Eome, and from that time the Pontifical power advanced 
with rapid strides, nntil it became by its influence and its 
authority the most extensive dominion in Europe. If this epoch 
be admitted, the period mentioned by the prophets fixes tho 
destruction of the Pontifical authority to the present year, in 
which the Pope has been forced to fiy from Borne by the arms 
of Prance. [See Note 11.] 

How far the destroying mionsterof the French B^niblic, like 
Alaric and other savage conquerors, who were employed as the 
scourge of Divine vengeance to punish i&e Bomans, may be 
destined to fdlfil the collateral prophecies concerning the fall of 
the Ottoman Empire and the restoration of the Jews, a short time 
win perhaps determine, for all these things must come to pass. 

But the end is not yet. From this state of confusion the 
same prophets assure^ us that order will arise. The beauti- 
ful fabric of ^* the heavens and earth rose out of chaos." In vain 
the republicans and infidels of France persecute, and endeavour 
to extirpate, Christianity. On an everlasting rock is built ihd 
Church of Christ, and the gates of Hell shall not prevail against 
it. Every power, however formidable^ however successful for 
a time, that opposes the religion of Jesus shall be annihilated. 
For Christ must reign till He hath put all enemies under His 
feet, until the earth shall be full of the knowledge of Hub Lard 
as the waters cover the sea. 
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Since, then, in spite of the present eflfbrts to abolish religion, 
Christianity must be extended oyer all the peopled earth, it 
follows next to inqnire, if we may attempt to withdraw the veil 
and search the deep and secret things of God, what nation is 
to be the glorious instrument of salvation to mankind ? Do not 
your hearts bum within you, my fellow-citizens, at the hope 
that you are that holy people unto the Lord your God ; that 
the Lord hath chosen you to be a special people unto Himself, 
above all people that are on the face of the earth. The former 
mercies of Gt)d showered on this favoured country may animate 
us with a humble hope that the Lord hath chosen England 
for Himself and the British isles for His own possession. In 
the darkest ages of our history religious principles were 
zealously cultivated by the Britons and propagated to the 
neighbouring parts of the Continent, and the Gospel appears to 
have been embraced in this country during the apostolic age. 
One of the earliest and most strenuous opposers of the doctrines of 
the Boman Church was an Englishman, and had not our ancestors 
been endued with power from on high to become the bulwark of 
the Eeformation, superstition would have continued to hold the 
nations in the heaviest chain of oppression until they had, by 
a supernatural ejffort at the appointed time, broken their bonds 
asunder and swept the haughty Babylon with the besom of 
destruction. And even now, when the citadel of Christianity 
itself is attacked on all sides by the arms of infidelity, let us 
trust we shall be left to stand in the breach, to raise up its 
ruius, and to build it as in the days of old, that the power, the 
glory and mightiness of the kingdom of Christ may be known 
imto all men. 

You will naturally anticipate the question which I shall now 
propose — ^What is required of you to become, by the grace of 
God, the instruments of extending His knowledge to all the 
world ? It is required of you to be armed with the sword and 
with the Spirit : I. To be ready to defend your country against 
the enemy of your religion ; II. And to press towards the mark, 
for the prize of that high calling of God in Christ Jesus. 
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I. The love of oiir coimtry is a principle sanctified by tlie 
first authority. When the Boyal Psalmist wishes prosperity to 
Jerusalem, it is for his brethren and companions' sake. Our 
blessed Saviour burst forth into the most pathetic effusions of 
affectionate grief when He adverted to the miseries which 
awaited that devoted city. If this sentiment^ dosely inwoven into 
the frame of our nature, be so amiable even in an abstracted 
view, it surely acquires a tenfold interest from the consideration 
of the character of our enemy — an enemy whom no ties can 
bind, whom no conquests can satisfy. 

Whatever difference of opinion might have existed on the 
origin of the war, all must be unanimous in estimating the 
present conduct of our foe. Whether we have done more than 
human policy demanded, this is not the place to inquire. We 
have done our duty as men and Christians — we have offered a 
great price for the purchase of peaca The example of the 
neighbouring states affords sufficient proof that our enemies 
would not be satisfied even with our humiliation — ^they pant for 
our destruction ; they avowedly wish to bind our king in chains, 
and our nobles in links of iron ; to deprive the people not only 
of the fruits of their industry, but of the means of future sub- 
sistence ; to strip this country of its arts, of its commerce, of its 
security ; and to reduce the British empire even below the rela- 
tive rank which this island singly holds in the map of Europe. 

Not only your property, aod the dearest interests of all who 
are dear to you, but your liberties are in danger. Every sub- 
stance has its shadow, every jewel has its counterfeit. Then 
while you nobly assert that rational, that constitutional freedom, 
for which your fathers fought and bled, beware of exchanging 
it for the horrors which the enemy would introduce among you 
under the specious name of a more perfect liberty. Beware of 
relapsing into those disasters which the spirit of change in the 
last century brought upon this kingdom. Yet the effects of the 
fanaticism of those times were light and transient, when com- 
pared with those tremendous scenes of cruelty and desolation, 
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whidk ibe fiyfltem of our BepubliDni foes would open in this 
ooimtiy. 

But a still higher inteorest, {he MCEed eavse e£ zeligiony calls 
loudly for our zeal in the servioe of oxa oouutiy. '^ Because of 
the house of the Lord our Qod, I will seek to do thee geod." In 
thos respect the Gharaetor of our foe demands the most aerious 
oaosiderstian. The Romans were as persereriBg and as sue- 
oesBfol in their plans of warfaoe as the Ecench Bepublkans. 
But thej respeoted the religion of the oonquered natioiks, and 
even placed their diyinities in the Pantibieon. But our enemies 
hegan bj abolishing the worship of theix faihftTWy and the 
IsYonrite basis of their influence is the destruction of the rel^^n 
of their neighbours^ who haye no comfort left in their captiyiiyy 
but to sit down and weep *' by the waters of Babylon,^ while they 
hang up the harp of adoration upon those baleful trees^ planted 
by the hand of rapine and murder and watered by the team of 
the unfortunate. 

Then, to avoid this eztsemiiy of wxetchednese^ in the name of 
God we win this day set up our bannoDB. As you regasd the 
honour of your Maker, the glory of your Bedeemflr, the seeuiity 
and happiness of your country, you will sftxain every nerviB in 
.defence of your dvil and religious int^ests. Engaged, as you 
are, in one common cause, subjects of the same king, members 
of the same community, exposed to the same dangers and sharing 
the same privileges, let the general good be your individual 
care. Far better will it be for us to die once in the noUest 
contest whidii can engage the heart of man, in defence oi all 
ihat is precious to us, Joor the protection of our wives and chil- 
dren, for the honofor of our holy religion, than to sufBer a thou- 
sand deaths in the sight of plunder without discriminatioii, of 
cruelty without a motive, and of ^' deeds without a name." 

But the loyalty, the patriotism, the bravery of this Associa- 
tion, reflected in the hearts and actions of all our countrymen, 
wiU not snfiEer me to wound your imagination with so distressing 
a picture. To the valiant band of your fellow-citizenB in 
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Irelazid; associated in the same glorionB cause, we owe the pre- 
seryation of our sister island from the frantic efforts of a mia 
gxiided multitude. All of you, of whatever parties, of whatever 
persuasions, are actuated by the same spirit. Notwithstanding^ 
tlie variety of your religious and political principles, I am sure 
no confederacy exHbits a more determined resolution to oppose 
the enemy of aU true religion and of all virtuous principle. 
None can display a more sincere attachment for the best of 
kings, a more active loyalty to the crown, and a more steady 
support of the constitution. All ranks and degrees melt before 
tbe sacred £re of paixiotism, and mingle in one common mass 
of exertion for the public good. The exalted personage, whose 
labours on this occasion add, if it were possible, a new wreaiJi 
to the public gratitude which crowns his services in the senate, 
is proud to call you all his fellow-soldiers and his friends. And 
if a new motive were wanting to animate your zeal, sure the 
expiring flame of chivalry must rekindle in your breasts when 
you behold the hand oi female excellence thus gracefully pre- 
senting you with the badge of your valour and the symbol of 
your loyalty. 

IL But while your arms are thus raised in defence of all that 
is valuable in society, be you also ready to show your ardour in 
the service of your God. " When the host goeth forth against 
your enemies, then keep you from every wicked thing." Forget 
not that you are enlisted to fight under the banner of Ghrist 
'< against the rulers of the darkness of this world, and against 
spiritual wickedness." Let it be your great object to become 
'' a holy nation imto the Lord your God, that the Lord may 
choose you to be a peculiar people unto Himself, — ^to make 
His way known upon earth, and His saving health among all 
nations." 

My fellow-soldiers [see Note 12], would you be brave? — ^be reli- 
gious ! Would you be exalted in due time? — ^humble yourselves 
before the mighty hand of God ! Would ypu be great indeed ? — 
be sensible of your unworthiness, and acknowledge that without a 
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SaYionryoucan do nothing? Would you be dad incomplete 
armour ? Gird yourselves with truth, put on the breastplate of 
righteousness, take the shield of faith, by which you shall be able 
to quench the fiery darts of the wicked, and take the helmet of 
salvation, and the sword of the Spirit ! Would you wish your 
beloved king to reign as firmly in the veneration of his enemies 
as he does in the heart of his people ; would you wish to see 
your country restored to her former state of peace and pros- 
perity ? Act imder the persuasion that there is no other name 
under heaven given to men by which your king and your country 
can be saved but that of Jesus Christ crucified. By faith in 
that adorable name you will grow valiant in fight, you will 
escape the edge of the sword, you will subdue kingdoms, and 
turn to flight the armies of your enemies. Thus shall you 
be formidable indeed ; thus shall the heart of your proud foe 
be softened and give a lasting repose to the harassed world. 
Then shall the embattled hosts that now frown with deadly de- 
fiance on each other beat their swords into plougshhares and their 
spears into pruning-hooks ; nation shall not lift up sword 
against nation, neither shall they learn war any more ; then 
shall the inhabitants of the earth join with the angels of heaven 
in proclaiming. Glory to God in the highest ; on earth peace, 
good-will towards men ! 
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A DISCOURSE, 

DELIVERED BY 

JOHN EIPPON, D.D., 

AT THE DSUM-HEAD, OJV THE FORT, MARGATE , IBth OCTOBER, 180S, 

THE DAY OF THE GENEBAL FAST, 

BEFORE THE 

VOLTJNTEERS, 

COMMANDED BY 

THE RIGHT HON. WILLIAM PITT; 

AND ALSO 

BEFORE THE MINISTERS AND MEMBERS OF THE DIFFERENT 
DENOMINATIONS OP PROTESTANT DISSENTERS WHO FORM 

THE EAST KENT ASSOCIATION, 
AT FOLKESTONE, S6th OCTOBER, 1303, 

AND THEN ADDRESSED TO 

THE VOLUNTEERS OF LONDON AND SOUTHWAEK, 

ASSEMBLED WITH THE ArTHOH's OWN CONGREGATION IN 
CARTER'S LANE, NEAR LONDON BRIDGE, ISth NOVEMBER, 1803. 



A DISCOURSE, Etc. 

« When the host goeth forth against thine enemies, then keep thee from 
every wicked thing." Deuteronomy xxiii. 9. 

Assembled as we are under the inauspicious circumstances of a 
threatened invasion, each of us feels himself in the regions of 
uncertainty. It is uncertain when the hostile foes which menace 
a free and happy people will embark their boasted thousands. 
It is uncertain where they may land, and in what divisions or 
subdivisions they may attempt 

. . . •. "follmisery to spread, 
To drown their steps in blood, 
And satiate insatiate vengeance ! '' 
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When and where this may be done, or whether it shall ever 
be achieved, is all to us unceitain* Yet it is probable that 

" London's mighty plunder fills their mind, 
Where wealth shidl l>e with houndleas empire join'd." 

But it is certain that we are a highly-indulged and yet a 
heaven-provoking people, who, by imperious necessity are 
required to "send up our prayers and supplications to the 
Divine Majesty for obtaining pardon of our sins and for avert- 
ing those heavy judgments which our manifold provocations have 
most justly deserved, imploring His blessing and assistance on 
the arms of his Majesty by sea and land, and for restoring and 
perpetuating peace, safety, and prosperity to himself and to his 
kingdom/' And it is also certain that thousands on thousands 
of our fellow-subjects are at present concerned to know the path 
of duty. The ranks which may be called to glitter in the field 
of battle or to groan with their ingenuous, affectionate, anxious 
friends and relatives who remain at home are inquisitive, soli- 
citously inquisitive, to understand how they may now conduct 
themselves so as to adorn their stations, and many of them how 
they may exemplify the Christian character and glorify God. 
Contemplating the case, I find myself incapable of selecting any 
part of the sacred volume better adapted to gratifying the general 
wish and to suit the occasion than that which I have read for your 
devout regard as our text — " When the host goeth forth against 
thine enemies, then keep thee from every wicked thing." 

War, the gloomy subject of our text, intends, as it has 
commonly, and perhaps with sufficient accuracy, been defined, 
a state of hostility between nations, provinces or parties. And 
in the catalogue of penal evils may well be considered as one 
of the most baleful that can be inflicted for moral turpitude. It 
was on this principle that King David preferred the sweeping 
pestilence by which eventually seventy thousand of the people 
were cut off under the immediate displeasure of Jehovah Himself 
to the misery of falling into the hands of enraged heathen war- 
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riors, whose tender mercies^ alas! aie too often cruelty and 
ferocity in all their sangninary extreones. 

The calamity of war might be placed in different lights, but 
there are only two distributions of it which would seem at all 
necessary for us just to mention in this service — offensive and 
defensive war. 

Offensive war was made by the Israelites of old on the seven 
nations of Canaan, by which the insulted Jehovah, in His legis- 
lative character, punished this devoted people for their endless 
variety of crimes. And here it wiU be observed that war of this 
description must never be waged except at the express command 
of God ; but with such a commission, it is presumed, men in our 
days never expect to be charged. 

In defensive war we endeavour to protect ourselves, our neigh- 
bours, our friends, and the community, and to repel hostility 
and invasion, not with a design to curse our enemies, whom we 
are commanded to bless, nor with an aim to destroy men's lives, 
if it were consistent with our own safety to preserve them, but 
intending to secure our rights, maintain our tranquillity, and to 
preserve our persons, our lives and our country ; and surely this 
is agreeable to the nature, and consentaneous to every dictate, 
of common sense, of reason, and of religion. 

This brief statement of defensive war derives support, I think, 
also from the passage before us. Our text presents us with a 
martial countenance. Hostility is marked on the forehead— it 
is a leading feature. Now look at the eyes, they beam justice 
and rectitude ; but, softened with the mild radiance of benignity, 
they speak and say, when the host goeth forth with martial 
prowess, the banners streaming for the field, it must be only 
against thine enemies. The passage says nothing of peaceful 
neighbours, of distant islanders, or of any unoffending regions, 
nor does it warrant us to marshal our legions against the enemies 
of others who, perhaps, may be our friends ; but it assumes that 
when the host all armed, is ardent, it must be for the foe, and 
for the people who are foes to us. Hear our text, '* When the 
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host goeth forth agamst thine enemies then keep thee from every 
wicked thing." Similar language is held, and the same senti- 
ment is conveyed, in several other scriptures. But if going to 
war ag^ainst our enemies had been itself a wicked thing, and 
contrary to the rules of morality, which are the same under 
both Testaments, it is not probable that our text would have 
concluded as it does. For there had been no propriety when 
the Israelites were in the actual and allowed commission of one 
wicked thing, to demand it of them to keep themselves from the 
commission of every other. 

But the characters of enemies are not to be ascertained, and 
the decision made, by hypothetical principles. "We must not gt> 
out to battle against empires or states merely because they have 
been represented as hostile to us, or because we conjecture they 
are our foes. War should never be made but in opposition to 
such as give incontestable proof of their being our enemies ; but 
on this subject, respecting a neighbouring people, no possible 
doubt can remain. By words and deeds of many a date, 
and some of these reiterated with peculiarly inflammatory 
circumstances, they have demonstrated to us and the globe 
that they are our avowed, our sworn enemies. To give only 
one instance, have they not declared, vauntingly declared, 
that they will land a hundred thousand harpies on our shores ? 
And are we not, therefore, reduced to this alternative, either 
vigorously to prepare for defensive war, or tamely to be- 
come enslaved vassals of the most horrid despotism, deprived 
of all our natural and unalienable rights ; and, if infernal ven- 
geance can but execute what infernal malice has planned, be 
robbed of our religious privileges, our Saviour and our God ? 

Now, on this broad ground I shall be allowed to say that de- 
fensive war, for of that alone I am speaking, is not only per- 
missible, but that, in times of threatened or actual invasions, it 
would be highly commendable, according to the language of 
our te^f for the host to go forth against the enemy. I mean 
that, if the force to be opposed should make it requisite, it would 
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be meritorious for tlie people en masse to arm, and to fill the 
ranks of loyalty and of patriotism, devoutly resolved, in the 
cause of reason, of freedom, of conscience, and of God, to con- 
quer or to die. And this the different classes of citizens mutu- 
ally expect from each other, and it is most certainly, and with 
the highest reason, expected of us at Court. Here we might 
pause and terminate the implications of our text ; but I am not 
unambitious to finish this section in assuring you that what has 
been just said is not an obtrusive opinion of the individual who 
now addresses you, but offers itself to your regards from the foot 
of the throne of our rightful sovereign — there, in company with 
several of my reverend dissenting brethren, when recently we 
had the honour of presenting an address to his Majesty, Lord 
Pelham, with his usual condescension, in the affability of a re- 
spectful conversation, said to us that the nation has to do with 
an enemy inflated with success, and that there could remain no 
doubt of our unanimously preparing, and then meeting him, 
with steadiness and valour, as men and as Britons. His lord- 
ship imderstood that the Protestant Dissenters were imited in 
the good cause, and warm assurances were given him of their 
devoting to it their influence, their property, their persons, and 
their lives, if these should be required. 

But if defensive war, against avowed enemies, ranks in the 
class of national obligations, and is a duty which we owe to 
ourselves, to our families, to our neighbours, and to our God, 
caution and counsel in the arduous career may be requisite. 
Ten thousand solemn consequences may attend a battle, one 
hard-fought battle. The serious inquiry, therefore, in the 
present service is, 

ITow should a people h$have when they are going to war ? 

This is confessedly an important question, and our text fur- 
nishes an inclusive answer, ** When the host goeth forth against 
thine enemies, then keep thee from every wicked thing." This 
mandate of Jehovah is a direction either to the Israelites who 
remained at home or else to the soldiers who were to take the 
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field. TV^etiter'we are at a loss or not to detemmte whicli of 
those sexmes is ceKtaiiily ixttended, permit me to astixme that it 
does not seemi improper to adopt them both. I shall, therefore, 
wheneTor it may be convenieat, in the subsequent parts of onr 
discourse, ^idoayour to unite them. 

The hply law, in our text, expressly requires a nation going 
to battle to keep from eyery wicked thing. And this, unques- 
tionably, should be our honest aim, our sincere endeayour ; but 
as the whole includes its seTeral parts, we propose to single out 
some of the evils, of which, perhaps, we are in the greatest 
danger. While we are considering these, other enormities will 
occur to your recollection, and we trust will be watched against 
with religious scrupulosity and execration. 

Here we might introduce to your abhorrence, the tremendous 
evils of profane swearing, cursing. Sabbath-breaking, drunken- 
ness, lasciviousness, and the common but mean and shameful 
practice of taking the Lord's name in vain ; but as these are 
crimes in the commission of which no one who at aU claims the 
character of a gentleman can aUow himself, we shall take it for 
granted that you will treat every such vice with abhorrence, as 
beneath not only the rank of a man and of a soldier, but as dis- 
graceful to the lowest of wretches, in the meanest hordes of 
degradation. We now proceed to answer the question. 

1. A nation going to war should certainly avoid rashness and 
inconsideration. 

I hear the voice of inquiry. What do you mean by rashness ? 
Not courage ; for this, if genuine, is an eminent virtue, and 
chiefly appears in daring to perform our duty, in the face of 
difficulties, dangers, and even death. But rashness is the child 
of inconsideration, and may be the parent of ruin, as it very 
often has been the first step to it The untempered, irrational im- 
petuosity of a moment has been the destruction of a whole army. 
Oh that men were wise in all their affairs ! Oh that they 
would consider their path, their duty, their latter end ! But 
inconsideration is extremely weak and criminal, when people 
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are going to war with a foe who is crafty in the cabinet and 
inventive in the fieliL If the millions against us are not incon- 
siderate, but plan^ weigh, devise, let the host that goeth out to 
meet them keep f^om everything which is premature and charge- 
able with inconsideoration. But I nxust give this part of the 
subject other scope, nor suffer political considerations to occupy 
the place of piety. 

At a period when God's ancient professing people, the Jews, 
looked for peace but no good came, and when the snorting of 
the enemies' horses were heard from Daji, and the whole land 
trembled at the neighing of his strong ones, at that very gloomy 
and portentous season two heavy charges are brought against 
the Israelites : 1st, That no man repented of his personal 
wickedness, saying, What have I done to cause these calamities ? 
The second charge exhibited against them is, that every one 
turned to his course, with a dreadful impetuosity, as the horse 
rusheth into the battle, not considering the danger of his life. 
Heaven forbid that we should follow their criminal example. 
If we must go to war, let us not enter upon it with rashness, 
but with repentance, each one, as in dust and ashes, askings 
What have I done to displease the Lord ? and let none of us be 
inattentive to consequences — to use the gentlest language, they 
may be pleasing, they may be painful ! 

For the eventful period in which we live there are two 
generalizing scriptures which summon the nations of Christen- 
dom, and, thundering to our own country beyond all others, 
demand attention. One is. The Lord reigneth on the throne of 
judgment, let His enemies all over the earth tremble. The other 
is, The Lord reigneth on the throne of grace ; let His friends, 
all his friends, in every part of the earth rejoice. It is, however, 
with this solemn respectable assembly I have now principally t o 
concern myself. When any of you may actually go out to 
battle, and while you are preparing for it, keep from 
inconsideration. 

Consider the nature of the cause in which you are embarked, 
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and the disposition with which you engage in it. If the cause 
be good, and the providence of God has called you to support 
it, you are as much in your duty as if you had remained in your 
peaceful houses, in your closets, or in any of the lawful occupa- 
tions of life. But then, as the cause is good, let it not be dis- 
graced by an evil disposition, by an unchristian temper. Horrid 
imprecations and curses, even on your national and bitterest 
foes, should never defile the lips, nor should infernal malevolence 
and rage in any instance pollute the bosoms of men whose 
religion instructs them to pray for their enemies. Nor will it, 
I trust, ever be said of you, or of any who wear the name of 
Britons, that in the hour of victory a thirst for the blood of a 
vanquished foe, or even the appearance, the shadow of cruelty, 
disgraced your conquests, for then, humanity in tears, the 
national character sullied, and angels, in judicial murmurs, from 
a lowering sky, will denounce that the battle indeed is won, but 
that the day is lost for ever. 

Consider that when you enter the field it may be for your 
life, and now ask yourselves, as though you were on the shores 
of eternity, whether you are prepared to die. The gallant 
action of meeting death in the field of battle, however gallant 
and glorious, will not save your precious, your immortal souls. 
You may die a friend to your country and a foe to God, and 
then the Saviour of sinners will hereafter say concerning you, 
" These my enemies that would not that I should reign over them, 
bring them hither and slay them before me." No man, what- 
ever his rank, is prepared to die once before he is bom twice. 
Soldiers ! hear a solemn truth, which is an essential part of the 
creed of King George, and of the religion of King Jesus — 
Except a man be born again he cannot see the kingdom of 
Gp4 

Consider that the flagitious characters you oppose, are not 
more certainly the enemies of your country than many of you 
have really been of God, enemies of Him in your minds by 
wicked works. If you detest them for their enmity to Britain, 
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what reason has Jehovah to detest you as enemies to Him, the 
God of Britain ! Ask yourselves whether you are at peace with 
God, and reconciled to him through the Saviour's atonement. 

Consider, that you are entirely at the disposal of Providence. 
King William used to say " every bullet has its billet.'' Re- 
member, the destined ball may hurry you into eternity, and 
every ball you fire may transmit the soul of a fellow-creature 
into the presence of his judge. What security have you for 
your souls ? Have you put on the whole armour of God, which, 
with so much beauty, is particularly described in the Epistle to 
the Ephesians ? 

And, oh consider ! what seriousness, and conscientious pre- 
paration are necessary in order to leave your homes, your 
friends, and dear relatives, when you are not certain you shall 
ever enjoy them any more on earth. And finally consider, 
whether devout prayer, in such circumstances, is not of the ut- 
most consequence. Under a deep impression of its importance 
let us pass to that subject. 

2. When we are preparing for war, or actually going to 
battle, we should keep from the neglect of Prayer. 

The divine Author of our religion has taught us, that men 
ought always to pray and not to faint. You should pray because 
you are men, intelligent creatures — you should always pray, 
because you are always needy creatures. A serene poet has said 

*' That Satan trembles when he sees 
The weakest saint upon his knees." 

And a seraphic one says, 

" We storm the gates of Heaven by fervent pray'r, 
And bring forth triumph out of man's despair." 

A circumstance which is familiar to some of you, I had the 
pleasure of hearing confirmed by Count Nassau — that the Prus- 
sian troops enter the field of battle singing the Psalms of David. 
And we know that the Sicilian mariners sing a hymn on board 
at the going-down of the sun. Devotion is the best preparative 
for trials and sufferings. And it is the most likely medium of 
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secnring a bright campaign. Pxajer is of the first consequence, 
especiftlljmseaBoins of danger. Even the heathen mariners, 
who were witii Jonah in a stormy cried every man unto his god. 
And dnmld not a professing people, belonging to Christian 
climes, wbrni Hmr native cuimU7 is in a tempest, call upon 
their God? Prayer led the van of the Israelitish army, in 
passing through the wilderness. When the cloud restedy Israel 
encamped and rested ; when the doud set forward, the tribes 
advanced — but they never began to march without prayer : and 
in the times of Moses, who was their illustrious leader forty 
years, we are informed that when the ark set forward this man 
of God prayed thus, " Rise up, Lord, and let thine enemies be 
scattered, aud let them that hate Thee flee before Thee ! " And 
hare we not a particular call to the duty of prayer at present ? 
To a period of universal awe the evangelical prophet, Isaiah, 
directs us, in the close of his 26th chapter, where he says, " Be- 
hold the Lord cometh out of His place to punish the inhabitants 
of the earth for their iniquity ; the earth also shall disclose her 
blood and no more cover her slain.'* But what was the duty of 
good men, in prospect of those disastrous times ? Hear the 
explicit answer, receive the consolatory reply, from the mouth of 
the Gk)d of Israel himself — " Come, my people, enter thou into thy 
chambers, and shut thy doors about thee ; hide thyself as it were 
for a little moment, until the indignation be overpast." Seek the 
sacred solitude where, in fervent and evangelical prayer you 
may unbosom your hearts before the Lord. Betake yourselves 
to the covenant God as your stronghold ; all His perfections are 
engaged on the behalf of His friends. Flee to Christ, as the 
dove into the ark, and as the man-slayer secured himself in the 
city of refuge — for this is the way to be safe in the impend- 
ing storm, and to enjoy divine support in your minds, if Jeho- 
vah's vengeance, as a fiery stream, shall inundate the globe 
around. And what objection can any of my fellow mortals 
have to this interesting, this ennobling, this rapturous exercise ? 
Are not thousands of our fellow-subjects and fellow-Christians 



i 



75 



clieerfiiDy employed in tke saored work? aad shaJl we not 
most devoutly join tjzem ? 

This duty, I am free to declare, sppearr to me inctcmbezEty 
pre-eminently so, on you, who, in the present condition of our 
menaced island, are trained, or training to arms. Many of you 
fight not for your country alone, but for your religion ; and you 
say, that though they are distinct, they are in your opinion in- 
separable. But of what religion can any man be possessed, who 
lives without prayer? Were I an officer in the British army, 
commissioned to lead my troops against a nation of reputed 
atheists and infidels — after I had endeavoured to consecrate 
myself to the service of God and my country, one of the first 
wishes that I should aspire to waft, in balmy odours, to the 
skies, should be this — " Heaven grant that there may not be 
an atheist, or an infidel, or, which, I fear, in the divine estima- 
tion, is the same— a prayerless man, in all our legions ! *' 

Do not, 1 affectionately beseech yt)u, my hearers, do not in- 
dulge a suspicion that religion is incompatible either with the 
duties of life in general, or with the duties of a warrior in par- 
ticular. The gallant lord, who on the ever-memorable first of 
June, led our fleet to action and victory, when his officers came 
to congratulate him on the triumphs of the day, said to one of 

them, with a most pleasant cheerfulness, " WeU ^you can 

fight as well as pray." Oh, that both parts of this eulogium 
may, with truth, belong to each soldier under the vaulted arch, 
and to every other soldier and sailor in his Majesty's service ! 
You heard before that men, that every man, ought to pray. 
Beseech ye the Lord to teach you to pray, for no man ever 
prayed aright unless the Lord taught him to do it. Offer your 
requests to Him in the name of the Holy Jesus, and by the help 
of the Spirit of our God. Entreat that you may be fitted for 
the stations and difficulties which Providence assigns you, before 
you enter upon them. If you are called to charge the foe, and 
to face dangers in a thousand forms, you will not, I humbly 
trust you will not, dare to rush upon the arduous service, 
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without humble, earnest prayer ; each indiyidual for himself, 
recollecting that the lives, and, probably, the precious souls of 
some of you, will be at state. If the Prussian troops enter the 
field with praise, I hope the English will advance with prayer, 
fervent prayer, the prayer of the heart. 

But are not some well-disposed persons in these attentive 
ranks ready to address me, and to say, " Many of us have lived 
too much in the neglect of prayer, and we know not what we 
should pray for as we ought : for what would you encourage us 
to pray were we in the near prospect of going into action ?" I 
can readily enough reply respecting what I would not have you 
to pray for. I entreat, I beseech you, do not pray for damna- 
tion either on yourselves or your companions, on the souls of 
our numerous foes, or on any other of the human race. But had 
I to present you with an outline for prayer, to be used when the 
trump of war might proclaim invasion and summon you to 
march, it should be very plain, and nearly as follows : — 

Almighty and most merciful God ! I am soon to enter the field 
of dangers and deaths, from which I know not whether I am 
ever to return. And now, I beseech Thee, with all my heart, to 
grant me true repentance and pardon for all my past sins and 
transgressions. Create in me a clean heart, and renew a right 
spirit within me. Grant me saving faith in the infinitely meri- 
torious death and sufferings of Jesus Christ. Bless me with 
strength, patience, and fortitude, and prepare me for the issue 
of the conflict, be it what it may. If it please thee, cover my 
head in the day of battle — ^yet, if I am to die, let me not die in 
my sins and be lost for ever. Bat whether I live or die, by this 
contest spread the glory of the British arms, and be known again 
the God of Britain ! Direct my officers, uphold my comrades, 
and crown all our legions with the laurels of victory. Peculiarly 
regard the bosom friends and the dear, dear relatives I leave 
behind. Bless my king, and save my country, for the sake of 
Jesus Christ, the King of Kings, the Lord of Lords, who has 
clothed Himself with humanity, and condescended to wear the 
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endearing cliaracter of the Captain of Salvation : to Him, with 
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, be everlasting hosan- 
nahs and hallelnjahs. Amen. 

This model or outline, with the utmost affection and respect, 
I lay at your feet You will easily enlarge, abridge, or alter it 
as opportunity and varying circumstances may require. The 
time, perhaps, is not far distant when you may need some 
assistance of this kind — the alarm may be on a sudden — a mid- 
night cry ! Will you do me the favour to make the substance 
of these petitions, or somewhat like them of your own, familiar 
to yourself, now, before the hour of confusion shall arrive — and 
permit me to assure you that if you go out thus with prayer, in 

the path of duty — 

' * The sound of war 
Will lose its terror ere it reaches you :" 

and it must be well with you, whether you survive or not. But 
if in this manner you enter the field, we humbly hope that the 
great Disposer of all events, who wings a cherub and watches 
a sparrow, and without whose permission not an hair of your 
head shall fall to the ground, will most graciously preserve and 
return you to the bosom of your dear connections with grateful, 
elevated praise. May all our host answer to this description. An 
army of praying men is, indeed, what the nations have never yet 
seen ; but an army of such men would be, methinks, what none 
of the sons of Adam could ever yet have been fairly denomi- 
nated — a phalanx of invincibles. 

3. Another wicked thing, from which we should endeavour 
to preserve ourselves when preparing for war, is presumption. 

This is a busy bee, and one of the most mischievous in all the 
hive of the human passions ; for it constructively says that man, 
feeble, helpless man, can do without God. But if, in a season 
of national danger, we trust in anything short of Him, Heaven 
may arraign us as guilty of this flagitious evil. In old times 
some trusted in horses trained for martial exploits, and some in 
chariots of war armed with murderous scythes, which mowed 
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down the iufleuitiy, raidc and file^os tiie feeble g£«ffiL But Sling 
Dayid and tiie Holj people among the XsisftlitaB seauninced 
them all, and said, ''We will remember the name of tiie Lord 
our God." Here I may be allowed respectfully to ask my oonntrj- 
men, whether the Lord Jehovah is really their boast, their only 
boast and confidence? It has been certainly right for us to 
man our fleet, to marshal our army, and to guard our coast, as 
we have been doing ; this is highly commendable ; but I cannot 
supjpress a fear that we place more dependence upon our fleets, 
our armies, our insular situation, the preparations we have 
made, our national valour, and the unanimity with which a 
most merciful God has blessed us, than upon Gx)d Himself, with 
whom alone is our safety and salvation. 

Never, perhaps, was presumption more displayed, and never, 
perhaps, was it more confounded than in the case of Goliath and 
of David. Behold the daring champion of Gath ! His height, 
I gather from the Scriptures, was eleven feet four inches. A 
helmet all of brass covered his head. His coat of mail weighed 
about 150 pounds. His wax boots, or more properly his leg 
harnesses, which are called greaves, covering the thighs and 
legs down to the heels, are calculated to weigh 30 pounds more. 
His target or bar of bnuss which came out from his helmet, 
served to defend his neck and shoulders from the sword. His 
spear, 26 feet long, is supposed to have weighed 37 pounds, and 
his whole armour 270 pounds and upwards. Look into the valley ! 
What seest thou? Is it a colossal statue? No, "Amoving 
mountain cas'd in polish'd brass." David he disdains : — '* I'll 
give his flesh to the four winds of heaven." More ; all his air 
is defiance, sacrilegious defiance, to the armies of Israel, and his 
presumption triumphs over Israel's God. But true courage has 
always for its shield-bearer, humility, genuine humility. Behold 
the stripling David, and listen! He throws his eyes over the 
proud Philistine, then, firm, collected, devotional, he says, 
** Thou comest to me with a sword, and with a spear, and with 
a shield ; but I come to thee in the name of the Lord of hosts, 
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the G-od of tlie armies of Israel, ttIlqiil thou hast defied. This 
day will the Lord deliver thee into mine hand . • . And all this 
assembly shall know that the Lord saveth not with sword and 
spear ; for the battle is the Lord's ; and He will gire you into 
our hands." Note the event ! Provideaice chose the stone from 
his satchel. Prayer hurled it from, his sling : the monster falls : 
his own sword decapitates him : lo ! his head in the hand of the 
humble hero ! Hear Philistia's groan I Hark ! the thundering 
gratitude of the victor, and of all Israel's tribes, rends the vast 
expanse, and re-echoing from the propitious skies, publishes to 
hostile nations, and to every man in .arms, the imperial edict — 
Avoid presumption. 

Much, it is well known, has been said of the wooden walls of 
old England. And we congratulate our country upon the state 
of the British Navy. But of what arrogance shall we be gnilty 
if we expect from our ships of war that which must be derived 
from Jehovah, the God of war, and from Him alone ! The 
reverend and elegant Mr. Herrey, that distinguished minister in 
the Established Church, and it is thought not without reason, 
represented our men-of-war, on account of their extreme wicked- 
ness, as floating heUs. Oh, what profanations ! what blas- 
phemies ! what abominations disgrace them ! When this is 
recollected we shall perceive but little reason to make them our 
boast. How soon may the righteous Gcod, who cannot look on 
.sin but with infinite abhorrence, render any one of these floating 
hells a flaming hell ! It is only for Him to employ a spark, as 
a messenger of His vengeance, and a navy is destroyed. Or if 
He but suffer an adverse wind to blow, we may be forced on 
the shores, or driven under the batteries of our enemies ; or we 
may be wrecked in our own harbours, in the presence of our 
dearest, but agonising, distracted friends ! Hence the names 
which formerly have been given to some of our ships, if they 
are not quite improper, will seem less proper than others which 
they might have borne. What necessity was there to call one 
the Thundereo' ? This appellation seems eminently to belong to 
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Deity. Why should we denominate another the Vengeance ? The 
God of heaven, arrayed in angry justice, says, " Vengeance is 
Mine, I will repay it." And let us hope that no one will ever 
again be styled "the 7ww«ctWtf,"tillat least time has obliterated 
from the page of history the fate of the invincible Spanish 
Armada ; and the revolutions of ages have entirely blotted out 
from the memory of every man on earth the more recent defeat, 
in Egypt, of the conquered invincibles of the Corsican. Till 
then, let none assume the character but He who blew with His 
wind and sunk the floating terrors of the former, as a millstone 
in the main ; and whose fiat overwhelmed the latter with dis- 
grace, with an everlasting overthrow. This God, and let not 
His glory be given to another. He is the only Invincible. 

Some of these remarks may also be but too applicable to a 
great part of our infantry and cavalry. We will not, we cannot 
forget the exploits of the British troops : but Heaven forbid that 
they should be our presimiptuous boast. The God of armies can 
dishearten them in a moment, turn every countenance pale with 
fear, and cause them to flee, as did the Syrian host, with the most 
dreadful apprehensions, when not a single soul pursued. While, 
therefore, under the impulses of an affectionate gratitude, we 
set a high value on the instruments of our safety, let us not 
place our supreme confidence in them : for " Thus saith the 
Lord, Cursed be the man who trusteth in man, and maketh flesh 
his arm ; but blessed is the man that trusteth in the Lord, and 
whose hope the Lord is." Let us, therefore, rely on Him for 
ever, avoiding at all times every species of false confidence and 
presumption, but, in a particular manner, most sedulously and 
religiously keep ourselves from this flagrant evil, when we are 
called to meet our enemies. But we caution you now against the 
opposite extreme. 

4. When our hosts go out to battle we are not only to watch 
against presumption but also to keep ourselves from despair. 

You have heard the voice of presumption ; it virtually but 
arrogantly says, " We can do without God." On the contrary, 
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despair, were it not inactiye, would break silencOi andsay^ ''There 
is no help for us even in God." Ah ! it is this by which we are 
cast down in the path of our duty, or utterly discouraged at the 
supposition of difficulties. How far this is a description of some 
pious and excellent persons, of late, I need not declare. They 
have been cast down, as if it were certain they should be 
destroyed. 

That there are sufficient reasons for our being alarmed, I 
think the generality of intelligent persons will allow. But must 
we therefore utterly exterminate our hopes, and give the foster- 
ing hand to nothing but our fears? When we think of a 
hundred thousand men to be poured into our borders, and that 
if these are repelled, or cut off, they are to be replaced with 
another hundred thousand, out of more than fiye-and-twenty 
millions ; and that it maybe convenient for the butcher of man- 
kind to get rid of two or three hundred thousand miscreants, it 
will not be for a wonder that apprehensions are roused. We have 
to oppose the ambition and fury of a most tyrannical, insolent, 
insatiate foe ; and a review of these unpleasing circumstances 
must produce an effect on our minds. And, though it is of 
little consequence what the opinion of an individual is, I confess 
my fears rise high — ^but not so much from his atrocities, as from 
— ^what shall I say ? Not so much from his atrocities as from. 
our own. We are a distinguished people — distinguished for 
our privileges, civil and religious. But have we not been 
equally distinguished for our sin and guilt? How are ihe 
Scriptures, the worship of God, and all serious persons, of any 
circumspection, who plead for the Scriptural truth of the wash- 
ing of regeneration and the renewing of the Holy Ghost, vilified ! 
How do Sabbath-breaking, lukewarmness in relig^on^ ingrati- 
tude for mercies, pride, vanity, fornication, adultery, blasphemy, 
and perjury, with innumerable other crimes of every baleful 
description, disgrace our favoured isle ! Are many of the 
French avowed infidels, contemning all religion? bo are we. 
Are many of the French declared atheists? so are we. The 

6 
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character of thousands among ns, if drawn bj candour itself, 
might righteously be given in this couplet — 

** They gallop headlong through the downward road ; 
They mock at sin and hell, and curse a God." 

that I had a favourable report to make of our army and navy. 
The whole world shall tell their gallantry. But have we no 
reason to weep in secret places on account of the impiety of the 
bravest and most generous men on earth ? To hold up their 
crimes to view is to exhibit a burdensome stone, which might 
crush and sink a globe. May not the Lord most righteously 
ask concerning us, Shall not my soul be avenged of such a 
people as this ? But among our national crimes there is one of 
enormous magnitude, though I have the pleasure of saying that 
it has been manfully — and I wish I could add successfully — 
combated by a few illustrious characters, one of which so 
cordially expresses his approbation of your ranks. The abomi- 
nation to which I allude, you are certain, is that inhuman 
traffic — the slave trade — 

** A mui*derous crime, of vices first, 
Most infamous and most accurst.*' 

TItider its infernal fangs, in one country and another, injured 
millions have groaned, been tortured, and then, agonizing, have 
expired. On weighing this tremendous evil either in the scales 
of reason or of religion, of conscience or of humanity, I make 
the abrogate, or total amount, no other than consummate 
infamy. And were this alone in my eye, I should be ready to 
abandon my hopes. But, after all, blessed, blessed be God, there 
are numerous reasons which might be adduced to show why, in 
the present staruggle, we should not despair. Those which I 
shall now moition are chiefly taken from the character and 
conduct of our enemies, and from the number and excellencies 
of our friends. 

In the statement we shall give of the character and conduct 
of our foes, it will be an advantage, if we have but little new in 
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the report, to give our vouchers. This is a duty we owe to 
ourselves and others. And it is a safe method of preventing us 
from intentionally bearing false witness against our neighbour. 
Colonel Sir Bobert Wilson is willing to stake his whole 
reputation on the account he has given of Buonaparte in his 
"History of the British Expedition into Egypt." Take the 
substance of his report : *' Buonaparte having carried the town 
of Jaffa by assault, many of the garrison were put to the sword ; 
but the greater part, flying to the mosque and imploring mercy 
from their pursuers, were granted their lives. Buonaparte, who 
had expressed much resentment at the compassion manifested 
by his troops, and, determined to relieve himself from the main- 
tenance and care of 3,800 prisoners, ordered them to be marched 
to a rising ground near Jaffa, where a division of French infantry 
formed against them. When the Turks had entered into their 
fatal alignement, and the manifold preparations were completed, 
the signal gun fired. Volleys of musquetry and grape instantly 
played against them ; and Buonaparte, who had been regarding 
the scene through a telescope, when he saw the smoke ascend- 
ing, could not refrain his joy, but broke out into exclamations 
of approval. When the Turks had all fallen, the French troops 
humanely endeavoured to put a period to the sufferings of the 
wounded; but some time elapsed before the bayonet could 
finish what the fire had not destroyed. Several French officers, 
by whom partly these details are furnished, declare this was a 
scene the retrospect of which tormented their recollection, and 
that they could not reflect on it without horror, accustomed as 
they had been to sights of cruelty. The bones still lie in heaps, 
and are shown to every traveller who arrives; nor can they be 
confounded with those who perished in the assault, since this 
field of butchery lies a mile from the town." -N"ow as to this 
fact, it is not only ascertained by tlie respectable authority of 
Mr. Mercier, Sir Robert Wilson, and Dr. Wittman, but it is 
Gonfiormed by an evidence which Buonaparte is not very likely 
to oanfront^-yea^ by a witness which he camtot challeiige. I 
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mean, it is confirmed by Buonaparte himself. This may be 
seen in an extract from one of bis own official letters, dated, 
'< Head Quarters, Jaffa," in the montb of Marcb, 1799. 

Of this general, Sir Bobert Wilson in his work proceeds 
to inform us that he procured 580 of his own men to be poi- 
soned in the hospitals at Jaffa by administering opium to them 
in gratifying food. Yes, 580 of his own troops, who had fought 
his battles, were thus miserably dispatched ! When I recollect 
these inhuman murders, the murder of his enemies and of his 
friends, I will not despair. 

Dr. Wittman's travels in Turkey will furnish us with a curi- 
ous specimen of the First Consul's piety. Buonaparte threatened 
the priests at Jerusalem that if ever he obtained possession of 
the city, he wotdd plant the tree of liberty — where do you 
think? Oh, horrid profanity! He would plant the tree of 
liberty on the very spot on which the cross of Jesus stood, and 
would bury the first French grenadier who should fall in the 
attack in the tomb of our Saviour. When I recollect this pro- 
fanity I will not despair. 

This is the foe who has been wont in his proclamations to say, 
"All human efforts against me are useless, for whatever I under- 
take of necessity succeeds." And this is the man who has per- 
mitted, perhaps commanded himself, in addition to all his 
other atrocities, to be painted in the character of the God of War. 
Wonder, O heavens, be astonished, earth ! Christians, do you 
not aU shudder at the impiety, the blasphemy ? What man or 
angel would arrogate the title to himself? I will here read one 
scripture, " The Lord Jehovah is a man of war, the Lord is His 
name." I read this sublime declaration, and I will not despair. 

Nor can it be forgotten by any one present that our enemies, 
as a national act, swore on their altars of liberty, that they 
would offer peace to all the world, and neither disturb the repose, 
intermeddle in the affairs, nor ever make a single infraction on 
the rights of any existing government below the skies unless 
of such as discovered themselves, by overt acts, to be their 
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enemies. This obtained for'them the plaudit of the globe ; but, 
tempara mutantur I The yiolation of their oath forms a princi- 
pal count in this indictment. . . . Does any one wish our 
witnesses to be called ? Witness the perjury . . . witness 
heaven ! and all the nations of the earth. . . . This being 
the character, and this the conduct of our enemies, I must be 
allowed to say once more, I wiU not despair. 

But we mentioned another reason, of a very different com- 
plexion, why we should not despond, but foster a cheerful hope, 
and on it we lay much stress — ^the reason is derived from the 
Dumber and excellencies of our friends. Let us not cast away 
our humble confidence ; for, notwithstanding the numerous and 
shocking abominations among our soldiers and sailors, which 
are humbly to be deplored, we have, both in the army and in 
the navy, more than a few high in command ornaments of their 
country, and avowedly on the Lord's side. And I trust there 
are thousands of our men, some of whom are the children of 
many prayers, and others who are praying souls themselves. 
They love the Bible, have voluntarily entered into the services of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, and will be found among His most faith- 
ful subjects in the Qreat Day. We have the honour of knowing 
several of our admirals and other commanders both on sea and 
land hearty friends of religion, and who are desirous of sacri- 
ficing their abilities, their fortunes, and their lives if required, 
not merely to the shrine of heroism and liberty, but to the best 
of all causes, that of the adorable Bedeemer. On the officers in 
this vast and brilliant assembly I pronounce no eulogium; they 
are present. But I am proud to say that some of them are my 
friends and my brethren. Of each of them and of every other I 
flatter myself it may be honourably declared — 

" He loves, he serves Ids sovereign, 
And in the scale of life holds no ignoble rank, 
And if his country stand not by his skill, 
At least his follies have not wrought her £eJl." 

To these gentlemen I pay the public tribute of my respect, wish- 
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ingthat the garlands due to the disintsreBiBd bemefaotovs of 
mankind may not be sufiEered to fade upon tiieir broiKn9, but, 
fastened on their temples by the good genii of heroism and the 
guardian aogels of piety, of prudence, and of religion,may flourish 
perennially with increasing verdure. May they be as celebrated 
for their urbanity, their valour, and every martial and Christian 
virtue as they are for their illustrious colonel, a man renoTmed 
by his Mends for talents and influence which have made half a 
globe tremble, and of whom there is but one expectation — ^that, 
having been great in the cabinet, great in the senate, always 
great, he will, if necessity shall require, be also great in the field ; 
and under the blessing of God, without which talents are 
trifles, be rendered with all the staff, not an honour to his own 
country and to half the nation only, but a distinguished orna- 
ment and long-continued blessing to the whole globe ! 

Nor will I despair when contemplating some in the higher ranks 
of life ; but I turn from every one of them to Him who fills the most 
exalted station. Here I behold a sovereign of the most dis- 
tinguished morals, the father of his people, the friend of the 
imiverse. To this august personage, his Majesty's loyal subjects, 
the Protestant Dissenters, are peculiarly indebted, having under 
his auspicious reign several times been indulged with the en- 
largement of their religious liberties. Contemplating his princely 
virtues, we will not despair, but taking our stand in the fore- 
most ranks of affectionate loyalty and united in sentiments 
which we have at all times invariably felt and expressed, we 
bless and extol the Gx)d on high, who has, in the person of 
George the Third, beautified the British empire with the best 
of earthly monarchs. 

In the catalogue of our encouragements, it would be impious 
to omit whatever is smiling and prosperous as to the state of 
religion among the denominations of good men. Bishops of 
fragrant name and of exalted worth, with a far greater number 
of pious, laborious, and evangelical clergy than ever any previ- 
ous age has seen, illuminate and adorn the Establiabed Ghurdi. 
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Hosts also of eminent and indefatigable pastors and ministasa 
among the Protestant Dissenters, among the Methodists in their 
several classifications, and among those eminent missionaries, the 
Moravians, are laying themselves out in all directions through 
our towns and villages, at home and in foreign lands, to the 
very ends of the earth, with a view to humanise and Chris- 
tianise the world. And I would fain hope, that, including 
the pious people within the pale of the Established Church 
and the godly people who are not of it all through the impe- 
rial kingdom, there may be found a thousand thousands of 
renewed, holy, believing persons ! These of late have offered 
up ten thousand times ten thousand prayers — sprayers for our 
pardon, our protection, our salvation. These, all these are our 
friends. And if this be their character and this their daily 
employ, we need but one ally — ^the cause is God's ; He and His 
people are one. In the name of our God, therefore, let us lift 
up our banners, and in the path of duty boldly say, "If God 
be for us, who can be against us ? '' 

I might now gladly terminate this discourse by entreating 
one and aU of you, when the host goeth forth against our 
enemies, to keep not only from the oyUb which I have en- 
deavoured to expose, but from every wicked thing, of whatever 
description it may be. It is, however, my inclination and my 
duty to request the attention of the volunteers to our concluding 
address. 

Gentlemen, — ^You are called by the providence of God and 
the v(Hce of your country to occupy an important post, and we 
trust you will fill it with credit to yourselves and with honour 
to the nation ; but amidst our confidence that you will be faith- 
ful soldiers of our gracious sovereign, we cannot but long that 
you may bear up and endure hardness, if called to it, as good 
soldiers of Jesus Christ. 

Your being trained to arms, of whatever interest it may be to 
your country, will be of none to yourselves, unless, as the £crip- 
ture expresses it, you exercise yourself unto godliness. Your 
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military appearance is beautiful, and soon you may gird you for 
the fight ; oh, that you may be arrayed with the garments of 
salyation, the beauiy of holiness, and the righteousness of the 
saints ! What if you glitter in arms, imless you put on the 
armour of God, wearing the whole divine panopleia which the 
apostle, in glowing colours, recommends to the believing 
Ephesians ! This will prepare you to meet the issues of these 
troublous times, render you safe at present, and holy and happy 
for ever. 

And now we most affectionately take our leave of you. Some 
of us may never see you again till the morning of the resurrec- 
tion and the Day of Judgment ; but we solemnly commit you to 
God, beseeching TTim to watch over you, preserve you from evil, 
and prepare you for whatever service He may call you to per- 
form, for whatever suffering He may call you to endure. If 
you are to enter on actual service, and must leave your home, 
we will shed the friendly tear of affection over you at parting. 
Our bursting hearts, as you pass our doors, will say : Each of 
these fine fellows had a mother, some of them have affectionate 
wives, and many of them have sweet and lovely children, dearer 
than cherubs. Wherever you go, our earnest intercessions to 
God shall follow you. At morning light, with the evening 
shade, and through the livelong day. Heaven shall hear our 
unceasing ejaculations, and these shall be our solemn requests : 
May prayer lead their van, magnanimity form their centre, and 
victory, glorious victory, of which all the praise shall be given 
to God, bring up their rear. Yes, we vow this day, on the high 
altar of devotion, before gazing saints and seraphs, and before 
the Saviour whom they all adore, that you shall have a warm 
place in our expanding bosoms when it is best with us. But 
we beseech you take every prudent care of yourselves, and 
never rush into needless danger. And while all your energies 
are employed for the protection of our bodies, oh, be not im- 
mindful of your own precious souls : for what shall it profit 
you if you gain the character of heroes, yea, were you to gain 
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the whole world, and lose your own soul ? You are not dis- 
mayed. Quit you like men; be strong, strong in the grace 
which is in Christ Jesus. Be not ye afraid of your enemies ; 
remember the Lord f great and terrible, and fight for your 
brethren, your sons, and your daughters, your wives, and your 
houses. ** But suppose, in the event, it should be said of you, 
as it is of Zuinglius, Cectdit in pralio (He fell in battle) ; I hope, 
if any of your friends bewail your misfortune, as the friends of 
Zuinglius did his, you, like him, would exclaim, Ecquid hoc 
infortunii ? (Is this a misfortune T) . And not only so, but with 
your expiring breath cry out as he did, faustum infortunium ! 
(0 happy misfortune). For surely it is preferable to die, though 
by the sword, and be carried from the din and noise of war by 
angels into Abraham's bosom," as every true Christian soldier 
may reasonably expect, "^than to be suffered to survive only to 
drag on a wearisome life, and to be a mournful spectator and 
bewailer of one's country's ruin." But, gentlemen, instead of 
dismay, defeat, and death, we contemplate glory and renown. 
"We already lift up our heads anticipating your success, your 
victory, your triumphant return. We come out to meet you. 
As you enter the precincts of the metropolis, the streets of 
which are impassable, except for you, your babes and your 
children, your friends and your families, your wives and your 
aged parents impatiently wait to single you out from the 
triumphant procession. On a sudden, ready to throw themselves 
from the crowded windows into your bosoms, with an honest 
pride, their eyes flashing rapture, they point, saying, '' There is 
my son — that is my father— there is my husband; I am sure 
'tis he — he sees us — ^he waves his hand — a thousand blessings 
on him, and ten thousand blessings on his protecting God ! '^ 
Martial music fills the air — the ecstatic joy of the acclaiming 
multitude rends the sky — the thunders of Whitehall and of the 
Tower, in responsive majesty echo to each other the unbounded 
gratitude of the Court and of the City — of the gentry and of the 
merchants — of a most loyal people, and of a most patriotic king. 
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Ten thousand thousand welcomes and congratulations attend 
your arriyal. And now you are to be met at home, '* where 
supporting and supported, polished friends and dear relations, 
meet and mingle into bliss." Who can realize the felicity? 
who will be able to sustain the joy 1 But we peculiarly antici- 
pate the bliss, the rapture, which will swell our mutual bosoms 
when we shall usher you adoring into the temples of your God ; 
where the prayers offered by yourselves and others for protec- 
tion and victory shall be exchanged, not for the bare ceremonial 
of gratitude, but for heartfelt, high-toned praise — ^praise which 
shall equal, if not surpass, the thankful transports of the heroes 
at the famous Battle of Agincourt, where an army of about 
9,000 English, under the command of our Henry V., defeated, 
it seems, 80,000 French. After the great business of the day 
was over, that renowned prince ordered the 114th, and part of 
the 115th Psalm to be sung in the field of battle. When the 
triumphant English came to the second of these psalms, the 
whole victprious army f eU upon their knees, and shouted with 
one heart and with one voice, *' Not unto us, O Lord, not unto 
us, but to Thy name g^ve the glory for Thy mercy, and for Thy 
truth's sake." These, these my friends, are our joyful anticipa- 
tions respecting you. And we also devoutly pray and hope that 
when the war shall be 'happily and gloriously terminated, you 
and we shall spend our few remaining days in holy tranquillity, 
crying, *' Glory to God in the highest, on earth peace and good 
wiU towards men." So that at the last, when the warfare of life 
is over, we may spend a glorious eternity together, accompanied 
by all the spiritual warriors who have fought the battles of the 
Lord from the beginning, in giving glory to Him who hath 
loved us, through whom, oh that we may be conquerors and 
more than conquerors ! And now to Him, with the Father and 
the Holy Spirit, one Jehovah, be equal and ceaseless worship, 
throughout all ages, world without end. Amen. 
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SERMON 

PKEAGfHED BBPOBB THB 

LOYAL COLCHESTER V0LUNTE.ER8, 

IK THE 

PARISH CHURCH OF ST. JAMES, COLCHESTB», 

On WEDNESDAY, IBih OCTOBEB, 1809, 

(BEINO THE DAY APPOINTED FOR A GENERAL FAST,) 

BT THEIB CHAPLAIN, 

THE EEV. JAMES EOTJND, MA., 

aiCTOa OF ST. BVaWALD, COLCHBSTXB, AWD CHAPLAIN TO HIS GBACX 

MAXrCHXSTEB. 



TO 

JOHN BAWTREE, Eaq., 

LIXITT.-COLOSSXi OOHHAKOAKT, 

THE OFFICERS, 
NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS AND PRIVATES 

OF THJB 

LOYAL COLCHESTER VOLUNTEERS. 

GlVTLBXKir, 

Sensible of the many defects contained in the following Discoarse, I 
should never haye giyen it to the public, but at yom* unanimous request. The handsome 
manner in which you expressed your approbation is so flattering to me that I cannot 
but accede to your wish es. I send it forth into the world, not to acquire f asne, but to 
testify to you the respect and esteem I entertain for those sentiments of actiye loyalty 
by which you are united in defence of our King, our country, and our religion, 

I am. Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient Serrant, 

JAMES' BOfTND. 

Coleh09ter, 12th Ifowmber, 180S, 
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A SEEMON, Etc. 

'* They come against us in much pride and iniquity to destroy us and our 
wives and children, and to spoil us. But we fight for our lives and our laws. 
Wherefore the Lord himself will overthrow them before our face ; and as 
for you, be ye not afraid of them/' — i Maecabeea iii. 20 — 22. 

With these words Judas MaccabsBus, the celebrated warrior 
among the Jews, endeavoured to rouse the spirit of his country- 
men; when their total annihilation viras threatened by a haughty 
and insolent foe. Such was the lethargy into which the inhabit- 
ants of Judea were lulled, that they seemed at one time indiffer- 
ent to their country's weKare : they could not indeed but esteem 
and highly appreciate the laws and the religion publicly ac- 
knowledged, together with the domestic comforts which each in- 
dividual enjoyed ; but as if these blessings were to be preserved 
to them without any effort on their part to maintain and defend 
them, they suffered their enemies, while they themselves slept, 
to rob them of everything that was dear and valuable. 

It was high time, therefore, that some one possessed of sufficient 
popularity and courage should step forward to avenge the 
wrongs and punish the foe that menaced their destruction, — 
that some one, I say, should arise, who, by his valour and his 
talents, could inspire with fortitude and resolution his fellow- 
citizens, who from inertness and sloth would have suffered them- 
selves to be bereaved of everything that could be deemed im- 
portant and desirable. 

Judas MaccabsBus, therefore, encouraged by the example of his 
forefathers, exerted his abilities to prevail upon his country- 
men to arm in defence of the many blessings peculiar to their 
nation, and which were at that time threatened to be taken 
from them by men who envied them their prosperity and go- 
vernment, and were therefore exasperated against them. 

<< They come against us," saith this noble patriot, " in much 
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pride and iniquity to destroy us and our wives and children, and 
to spoil ua But we fight for our lives and our laws : wherefore 
the Lord himself will overthrow them before our face ; and as 
for you, be ye not afraid of them." 

This patriotic address was calculated surely to rouse the 
almost extinguished ardour of his supine and inconsiderate 
countrymen ; the effect indeed was equal to his most ardent 
wishes — ^those who before had tamely submitted to see their 
country plundered, their kinsfolk destroyed, and their altars 
pulled down, now felt the full force of their leader's argument, 
and with imited courage rushed upon the foe, and convinced 
their enemies that it was in vain to attack a nation sensible 
of their happiness, and determined to support their independ- 
ence at the hazard of their lives. 

Our present situation, in many respects, resembles the one 
before us. — ^In the first place, the enemy against whom we 
have to contend isweU described by this noble warrior, — "They 
come against us in much pride and iniquity to destroy us and 
our wives and children, and to spoil us." Secondly, we, who 
are threatened with invasion, do, like the Jews of old, fight 
for our lives and our laws : thirdly, the pious and confident 
trust in the Almighty which Judas displays when contemplating 
the justice of his cause, '* Wherefore the Lord himseK will over- 
throw them before our face," is an admirable example of the 
conduct it becomes us to adopt, in the present awfiil situation of 
our country. The last thing worthy our consideration is his 
address to those who were more inmiediately concerned in de- 
fending their country — '* as for you, be ye not afraid of them." 

In the first place I ventured to assert, that the enemy with 
whom we have to contend is weU described by this noble 
warrior, — ^They come against us in much pride and iniquity to 
destroy us, and our wives and our children, and to spoil us. 
Surely no one wiU deny that our adversary is filled with pride 
and haughtiness ; we have had too many instances of his ambi- 
tious and lofty threats, to doubt of his temper and disposition. 
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Upon what ofiier principle can we aocoont for his restlefis desire 
of sabjngating so maay nations, who haye been compelled to 
yield to his arms, or submit to his treachery. Where he has 
not been able to grasp within his dominion nations too manly 
to yield to his strength and force, he has by subtilty and ini> 
qnity destroyed the vital principles of theii* goyemment; in 
both cases, no sooner has he gotten them within the reach of 
his power, than he has discovered his pride and his ambition ; 
and those kingdoms which have been induced to embrace his 
friendship, he has ruled with tyranny and insult. 

He has threatened, my brethren, to annihilate, if possible, 
this happy island, and no effort on his part will be wanting to 
put in practice his mad and daring scheme. 

He has long been labouring to shake the very fonndaticms of 
our Qovemment by deep and insidious arts; he has endea- 
voured to assail us by the most licentious publications, and 
emissaries have not been wanting in our own country to assist 
him in this diabolical undertaking — ^men of our own nation, too, 
restless of control and too impious for religious reflection, have 
(to their shame be it spoken) devoted themselves to the cause of 
rebellion and infidelity ; but, God be praised, much virtue and 
loyalty stil] remain, or I might with more propriety have said, 
virkie and loyalty abound and increase, in proportion to the 
wicked opposition that has been and now is made against 
them. 

But to proceed. '' They come against us," saith our text, 
^' to destroy us and our wives and children, and to spoil us." 
Happy as we have been in the long and uninterrupted enjoy- 
ment of our domestic blessings, '' sitting under our vine, and 
under our fig-tree, and none making us afraid," we know not 
what it is to experience the bitter apprehensions, the severe 
calamities to which my text alludes ; we know not what it is 
to have the tender ties which connect the human kind torn 
ftjTffw^y and destroyed. Yet that this is the design cf our im- 
pfaRslde adveraaneswe cannot doubt; witness the horioc and 
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destruction wluch liave invariably attended their conquests, 
witness the public declarations wbich. tbey have recently pro- 
claimed to animate the army to invade these dominions. Can 
we, who live under this auspicious government, hear such proud 
language with unconcern ? Let us, with the brave author of 
my text, " arise, and go up against our enemies, if peradventure 
we may be able to fight with them ; if our time be come," he 
adds, ** let us diemanfuUy, for our brethren, and let us not stain 
our honour." Those that are hostile towards us know not how 
highly EngKshmen value their inestimable blessings, too highly 
to sacrifice them to an enemy, who envies us our wealth and 
means of defence. Shall we not rather be disposed to combat, 
with manliness and vigour, all their malignant attempts to 
humble us in the opinion of the world, more especially as we 
fight not only for our wives, our children, and our property, but 
also for our lives and our laws ! 

If anything can prevail upon men to be alert and active in 
defence of what is dear and precious to them, surely such a con- 
sideration as this must have its due weight and influence upon 
their conduct ; and let me ask, what nation under heaven is 
governed by such equitable laws as those which are enacted in 
this kingdom for the protection of our persons and our pro- 
perty ? Let us look around us, and reflect for a moment on 
those constitutions which are framed for the monagement and 
support of the different states of Europe, and where shall we 
find one so well adapted to preserve peace, harmony, and good 
order ? 

Indeed, our excellent constitution is the envy of the world ; 
it was founded on the blood of our ancestors, and is worthy to 
be defended at the hazard of our lives. At the head is our 
most gracious king, an example of everything that is great and 
praiseworthy ; he sits upon the throne, anxiously watching the 
interests of his subjects ; he draws not the sword to add to his 
dominions, but to preserve the glory and the liberties of his 
people. He is as desirous of peace as any of his faithful sub- 
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jectB ; but as lie will not consent to purchase it at the igno- 
minious price of our honour, so neither will he be intimidated 
and made to jrield to the menaces of a foe who would swallow 
us up quickly, so wrathfully is he displeased at us. 

If the Jews were justified in manfully struggling for the 
maintenance and protection of their laws, how much more does 
it behoye us to call forth all our strength in defence of a 
government as much superior to theirs (if I may be allowed the 
expression) as the Gospel of Christ transcends the law of 
Moses ! 

If; then, Judas Maccabaeus, when reflecting upon the righteous- 
ness of the cause in which his countrymen were invited to engage, 
could solemnly assure them, and say, "Wherefore the Lord Him- 
self will overthrow them before our face," we may, with no less 
confidence in the Most High, hope for His gracious assistance in 
our present warfare ; more especially if we imitate the conduct, 
the pious conduct, of the Jewish champion, and, by prayer and 
supplication, prevail upon the God of Hosts to go forth with 
our fleets and armies, ever remembering that unless His blessing 
accompany our exertions we shall strive and fight in vain. 

" Except the Lord keep the city, the watchman waketh but in 
vain;" all our schemes and means of defence will be rendered 
fruitless and abortive, if the Lord be not on our side ; to Him, 
therefore, let us apply in this time of necessity and danger ; but 
let us not presume " to draw nigh unto Him with our lips, 
while our hearts are far from Him," lest He banish us from His 
presence, and give us over as a prey to our inveterate enemy. 
[Righteousness alone exalteth a nation, and renders it the pecu- 
liar object of the Almighty's favour and protection. Whoever 
is acquainted with the history of the Jewish nation will readily 
acknowledge that their happiness and prosperity increased with 
their righteousness and fidelity to their God, and that their 
failings and adversity are easily to be discovered as the fruit of 
their impiety and malevolence. 

Can we reasonably expect that He alone who can give the 
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victory will crown us witli success unless we first be reconciled 
unto Him ? 

The wicked, we axe assured by God Eimself, is a sword of 
His, and wben He conunands it to go through the land who 
can arrest its progress and say, '^ Thus far shalt thou go and no 
further/' but He, the Almighty, who stilleth the raging of the 
jsea and the madness of the people. He that sitteth in the 
heavens can avert the storm or abate its fury. And blessed be 
God, He is a sure refuge from every storm, and therefore 
though an host of men cometh against ub, yet need we not be 
afraid, if by our entreaties and our conduct we obtain Him for 
our friend. But if, in addition to our earthly foes, we shall, by 
the impiety and irregularity of our lives, force God also to be 
our adversary, oxir destruction is inevitable; for, instead of pity- 
ing us when distress cometh upon us. He will laugh at our 
calamity and mock when our fear cometh ; but I hope better 
things of you, my brethren. We who are enlisted under the 
banners of Jesus Christ, the Captain of our Salvation, have been 
early taught the necessity of fighting the good fight of faith as 
faithful soldiers and servants of our great Lord and Master. 
We have been often admonished to put on the whole armour of 
God, that we may be able to stand against our spiritual adversa- 
ries ; and I hope, most earnestly hope, that the warfare in 
which we are now engaged will not decrease our vigilance in 
opposing with vigour and effect the enemies of our souls. 

" What I say imto you," saith Christ to His disciples, " I say 
unto all. Watch." This duty of watchfulness was never more 
peculiarly necessary to be enforced than at this season, when 
•our time and our talents are occupied in a manner totally diffe- 
rent from our usual habits and customs. 

We, the inhabitants of this happy and peaceful island, have 
not been accustomed to hear of rumours of war within our own 
territories, therefore the expectation of the confusion and terrors 
which accompany them absorbs our ideas ; and if due care be 
not taken by every individual among us, '' that the light which 

7 
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is in Tiim be not darkness/' there is great reason to apprehend 
that while we prepare ourselves to meet our enemies we forget 
that it is our duty also to prepare ourselves to meet our Gk)d. 

Let the remembrance of that solemn account which we must 
one day give be suffered to have its due influence over our 
hearts, and it will not fail to produce in us the fruits of righteous- 
ness, which the prophet tells us are quietness and assurance for 
ever, then will God, even our own God whom we serve, deliver 
us, as He has often done, from the hands of our enemies : He 
will shield us in the day of battle, and overthrow them before 
our face. 

" The righteous," we are informed, *' are bold as a lion," while 
*• the wicked fleeth when no man pursueth." ' If, then, we add to 
the justice of our cause an exemplary and constant piety, if we 
add to our confidence in God charity towards men and loyalty to 
our sovereign, we need not be dismayed. A good, a loyal, and 
an united people are not easily conquered or subdued. Neither 
treachery nor violence can prevail with men who are not given 
to change. If, indeed, we were given to change, what could 
recompense us at this critical juncture, even for the trial ? We 
at present enjoy every blessing which society is capable of de- 
riving from the united skill and labours of the most learned, the 
most pious, and the most civilized among mankind. 

The tree of liberty (as it is called) has been planted in 
a neighbouring nation, but what have been its fruits ? deadly 
and poisonous, as delusive to those who have ventured to taste 
them as was the tree of knowledge to our first parents. True 
and perfect liberty, such as tends only to control licentiousness, 
is enjoyed alone in these happy dominions, where rulers are a 
terror only to the wicked and abandoned ; and every good sub- 
ject must surely hope that the sword of justice will never be held 
in vain. 

God, the Judge of all the earth, will never forsake those whose 
lives correspond with their religious profession, but will bless 
and prosper all their undertakings. As His ears are ever open 
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to the righteous, so such as will not be prevailed upon, either 
by love or by fear, to obey His commandments, T*ill His soul 
abhor. *' Bepent, therefore, and turn you from aU your trans- 
gressions, so iniquity shall not be your ruin ; " call upon God 
in the time of trouble, for He it iB that shall tread down our 
enemies. 

And when we consider how often He hath been our deliverer, 
not only from our enemies abroad, but from divisions at home, 
from mutiny, and from scarcity, all which assailed and threatened 
us in the last war, our confidence in God must considerably in- 
crease. Let us but be grateful for His past favours, **and 
show forth His praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives," 
and He who hath been the rock of our defence will again 
vouchsafe to shield and defend us. " Trust ye, therefore, in the 
Lord for ever, for in the Lord Jehovah is everlasting strength." 
If we firmly rely on Him, and exert ourselves, we need not to 
be afraid of those who ** come against us in much pride and 
iniquity to destroy us, our wives and our children, and to spoil 
us, for the Lord will overthrow them before our face " — which 
leads me to consider the latter part of my text, where Judas 
addresses himself to those who were more immediately con- 
cerned in defending their country against the usurpation and 
tyranny of a haughty and cruel foe, "as for you," says he, 
*• be ye not afraid of them." 

But who are the defenders of their country, or, rather, who 
are not ? God be praised ! an universal and unanimous spirit 
prevails over all the nation, and men in every rank in society 
have manifested a most zealous desire of supporting the dignity, 
and maintaining the rights, the liberty, and the religion of their 
forefathers. 

If anything can inspire us with confidence and fortitude, 
surely this consideration is calculated to excite in every Briton's 
breast a firm hope that, in the hour of danger, we need , not 
be afraid. 

Te who are now before me, and have voluntarily offered your 
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services for the defence of your laws, lives, liberty, and religion, 
need not at this time to be informed that, should you be called 
upon to fight, it will be for your very existence as a nation. 
You know that " They come against you with much pride and 
iniquity to destroy you, your wives and your children, and to 
spoil you; " they come not for the purpose of ameliorating your 
condition, of redeeming you from slavery, or of rescuing you 
from the cruel hand of oppression and tyranny — no, they have 
fully and unequivocally avowed their intention of giving our 
lives as a prey, and our property as a plunder and reward, to 
their desperate and furious army. 

If we have any love for our country, any affection for our 
kindred, any esteem for our religion, or any regard for our 
liberty, let us be prevailed upon, in the words of Judas Macca- 
bseus, " to arm ourselves, and to be valiant men ; for it is better," 
says this great veteran^ <'to die in battle than to behold the 
calamities of our people and our sanctuary." 

Your readiness, my brethren, to step forth in defence of our 
country, at this important crisis, deserves the admiration and 
the thanks of your fellow-countrymen ; and I am happy to 
observe that many, very many, are following your patriotic 
example in every part of the United Kingdom. 

Though it be not my province to teach you your duties as the 
defenders of your country, it will not be deemed derogatory to 
the situation in which you have thought fit to place me, to ad- 
dress you in the pious and animated language of the prophet 
Moses, and say, "Be of good courage, fear not, nor be afraid 
of them, for the Lord thy God, He it is that doth go with thee. 
He will never fail thee, nor forsake thee." Be ready at all 
times to pray for, and to promote the peace of our Jerusalem, 
for "they shall prosper that love her." Blessed be God, it is 
not necessary that I should at this time remind you that " every 
kingdom divided against itself is brought to desolation," for by 
your commendable conduct you most unquestionably evince 
to the wox;ld your acquiescence in this momentous truth. All 
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party spirit seems liuslied and buried, men differing both in 
political and religious opinions with ardour and alacrity have 
voluntarily enlisted themselves under your banners in support 
of one conunon cause, therefore, I repeat it, '* Be ye not afraid," 
for God, ''who delighteth to see brethren dwelling together in 
unity," will, if we serve Him faithfully, crown us with victory 
and success. Let us, therefore, at all times, call upon Him ; 
**for, indeed, how can we stand against them," saith Judas, 
'* except Thou, God, be our help ?" — ^We beseech Thee, there- 
fore, Almighty God, to be our shield and defence against aU our 
enemies. Make us sensible of the many blessings which we of 
this nation enjoy imder Thy Divine Providence. Influence our 
hearts with the love of Thy holy name ; increase in us true re- 
ligion and virtue. Bless our gracious sovereign lord, King 
George, and further aU his undertakings for the prosperity and 
preservation of this united kingdom. Inspire us, his subjects, 
with loyalty and attachment to his person ; and enable us, 
Lord, with united hearts and undaunted courage to defend our« 
selves against those who would rob us of the manifold favours 
which we have received, and are daily receiving, at Thy hand. 
Enlighten, we beseech Thee, the understandings of our adver- 
saries, that they may see the things which belong to their ever- 
lasting peace before they be hid from their eyes. And, Anally, 
give to all the nations upon earth unity, peace, and concord, 
that with one mind and one voice they may glorify Thy holy 
name. Grant this, Lord, through the merits and for the sake 
of Thy beloved Son, Jesus Christ, our Mediator and Re- 
deemer. Amen. 
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SERMON. 

*' Watch ye,' stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be strong. Let 
all your things he done with charity." 1 Cor. xvi. 13, 14. 

War has been denominated the sconrge of the human race, and 
the innumerable calamities it brings in its train fully justify 
the appellation. 'Tis impossible for the feeling mind to reflect 
on its ravages without horror, or to meditate on its desolating 
carnage without a tear for suffering humanity. What is so 
great an evil in itself can never proceed from a good cause ; 
accordingly, in Scripture, the origin of wars is ascribed to the 
operation of lawless and malignant passions — ** They come 
even from our lusts." And as long as human nature remains 
what it is, depraved and corrupted, as long as men continue 
aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and rebels to the 
Prince of Peace, so long will the kingdoms of this world be 
visited and scourged with the miseries of war. They must first 
become " the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ," before 
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we can expect them to ''beat their swordB into ploughshares 
and their spears into pruning-hooks " — ^before we can hope to 
see the time when ''nation shall not lift up sword against 
nation, neither shall they learn war any more." 

Are there, then, no justifiable occasions of war ? None that 
I know of, save those of self-defence and self-preservation ; and 
writers on the civil law have defined that to be a just or defen- 
sive war where an injury has been perpetrated, is attempted, or 
feared. Such, in every point of view, is the war in which this 
country is unhappily involved. Our commerce was attacked, 
our king and constitution menaced, and the most industrious 
attempts were made to excite commotion and rebellion in the 
land. Yet, however justifiable the cause of the present war, 
it has not been prosecuted with the desired success ; its progress 
has been unfortunate, and the objects of it — ^reparation for the 
injury we have sustained, and security for our future peace and 
safety — are yet unattained. On the contrary, our enemy, elated 
with conquests, threatens, and certainly meditates, nothing less 
than our destruction. From foreign enemies, however, England, 
if true to herself, has little to fear. But, from foreign enemies, 
aided by domestic traitors, what has she not to dread ? Every- 
thing that is, or ought to be dear to us as men, as Englishmen, 
and as Christians. For, on our final success in this eventful 
struggle will depend the safety of our persons and property, 
the preservation of our liberty and laws, the existence of our 
king, and the maintenance of true religion and virtue. 

When such are the evils we seek to obviate, and such the 
blessings for which we contend, can any precautions be too 
wary, any preparations too vast, any exertions too strenuous ? 
Not in the judgment of any man, whose mind is not perverted 
by false philosophy, whose principles are not injured by deistic 
infidelity, or, whose reason is not enslaved by the prejudices of 
a system, and bound by the fetters of a pariy zeal. 

These sentiments are sanctioned by the conduct of the great 
body of my countrymen. The inhabitants of this populous and 
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opulent Biding, and more especially of the commercial parts of 
it, have exhibited the most substantial proofs of genuine 
loyalty and disinterested patriotism ; and the appearance of this 
respectable corps, on this day, is an animating and an additional 
proof, if one were wanting. To them I must now, in a more 
particular manner, address myself, and with a more immediate 
reference to the profession which they have voluntarily 
adopted, the duties of which, I doubt not, they will discharge 
in a manner equally honourable to themselves and beneficial to 
their country. 

" Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be 
strong. Let all your things be done with charity." 

I. " Watch ye."— The Christian Hfe is, in Scripture, fre- 
quently represented as a state of warfare ; and the Christian is, 
under this idea, exhorted to the performance of his duties in 
terms borrowed from the military art. A leading duty in a 
good soldier is watchfulness ; the importance and necessity of 
which duty must be well known to all those who, having enlisted 
under the banner of Christ crucified, have laboured to continue 
His faithful soldiers. Experience will soon convince the Chris- 
tian, not only that his spiritual enemies are numerous and 
mighty, but that they are also subtile and alert in seizing the 
advantage of an unguarded hour. He is aware that every 
favourable opportunity in assailing him will be improved with 
avidity, and that a successful onset will endanger his complete 
overthrow. He, therefore, prudently consults his security in 
watchfulness. He keeps constant guard over the senses, lest^ 
through neglect of the outworks, the adversary should gain 
possession of the citadel of his heart. He watches the world,, 
lest its smiles should seduce, or its frowns betray him, into 
heedless security or mean compliance. He knows he cannot 
serve two masters ; and he values too highly the liberal service 
of his God, the glorious liberty of His children, and the peace 
and pleasantness that attend the obedience of faith, to be ever 
inattentive to the means of perseverance. His watchfulness i» 
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excited by a dread of the evils that threaten him, as well as by 
his sense of the blessings he enjoys : he therefore diligently 
guards against a surprise, that, robbing him of all his present 
comforts, might eventually subject him to the base slavery of sin,. 
the painful drudgery of vice, and to the anarchy and misery 
which ever attend on Belial's wi*etched sons. 

Our Lord well knew the importance of this duty of watch-^ 
fulness, and therefore most earnestly and repeatedly pressed it 
upon His disciples. And His Apostle cautions those persons 
who think themselves in the strongest state of security to be- 
ware lest that seciirity betray them to their ruin : "Let him 
that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he falL" 

It is no less needful, my friends, for you to be watchful, if 
you would safely guard against your temporal enemies. Pre- 
paration for war is the best security for peace. The midnight 
plunderer seldom attempts a house where constant watch is kept ; 
nor will a gang of robbers attack an armed company, associated 
and provided for mutual defence : neither will the restless sons ol 
sedition dare to disturb the peace, or assail the privileges of an 
armed and watchful people, when every eye is upon them, and 
every hand ready to be lifted up, in support of the civil ma- 
gistrate and in defence of the commonweal Our privileges 
as a nation are many and great, and the advantages we enjoy, 
under our present mild and effective government, are tried and 
invaluable : these, surely, are objects worth contending for, and 
merit all our circumspection and vigilance. But, besides the 
blessings we have to preserve, the evils we have to apprehend 
call loudly upon us to be watchful. It is easier to prevent than 
to remedy evils. Civil discord, indeed, is an evil that scarcely 
admits of remedy : the termination of it is beyond the powers, 
of calculation^ and the calamities attendant on it are severely 
felt by successive generations. 

All this, some of my hearers will probably say, is plausible- 
enough, were there any reasonable grounds to apprehend the- 
evils against which you are so anxious to guard; but why . 
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should you soTind the trumpet of alarm through the land, when 
there is no danger, why arm, when there is no enemy ? These 
persons will not deny, at leasts that we have an inveterate and 
a formidable foreign enemy to contend with; and, on that 
ground, your military preparation is not only justifiable, but 
laudable. And if there be a man, who, in despite of the accu- 
mulated mass of evidence to the contrary, still persists in assert- 
ing that there are no internal, no domestic foes to the king and 
constitution of this country : no persons who, actuated by the 
enthusiasm of French principles, by the thirst of power, or the 
hope of plunder, would eagerly embrace the first favourable 
occasion to inflame the public mind, subvert the government, 
and make the people, in effect, the instruments of their own 
destruction ; if there be a man who can thus think, with such 
a one it would be in vain to reason. We will leave him, there- 
fore, to his own thoughts, which, happily for your country, are 
not as your thoughts. Had your preparations been deferred 
till the danger was at your doors, resistance would probably 
have been vain : had the revolutionary torrent once overflowed 
its banks, what could have stopped its destructive progress ? 
But why should I endeavour to justify your conduct ? It re- 
quires no justification, it merits all praise. It is suflicientthat you 
apprehended danger to your country. Your preparation for its 
defence entitles you to the gratitude of your countrymen. Con- 
tinue, then, to watch for the public good, that whenever, or if 
ever, your services be required, you may be found prepared, and 
ready for action in defence of tlie good cause you have es- 
poused. 

n. ' ' Stand fast in the faith." To begin well in our Christian 
warfjEixe affords a fair promise of final success. Yet it behoves 
us to recollect that he only who endureth unto the end shall be 
saved — ^that the crown of life is promised only to those who 
continue faithful unto death. '' No man having put his hand to 
the plough and looking back is fit for the kingdom of God." 
And no man who relinquishes, or wavers in the faith of Christ, 
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is fit to fight imder the banner of His cross. '^ Stand fast, 
therefore, in the faith," — maintain that confidence in Christ, as 
jour Saviour, which first induced you to enlist jinder His banner, 
and to place all your hopes of salvation upon Him. But 
rest not in a vain, unprofitable reliance on His promises. For 
faith, in the Scripture sense of the word, implies fidelity to 
Him as our leader, obedience to Him as our commander, a 
zealous discharge of our duty, in whatever post He may assign 
us, on whatever service He may employ us. Whatever Christ 
ordains, the Christian soldier believes to be wisest, fittest, best. 
He, therefore, cheerfully executes His commands, though he 
may not at all times clearly perceive the reasons of them. The 
prevailing desire of his mind is, "Lord, what wouldest Thou 
have me to do 1 " not, *' Why wouldest Thou have me to do it ? " 
And where that sentiment does not prevail there can be no 
sound or steadfast faith in Christ. The soldier who deserts 
his colours, or holds traitorous correspondence with the enemy, 
is justly branded with infamy among men. He, therefore, 
can never be accounted a faithful soldier of Christ who deserts 
His service, and makes a secret treaty with his own lusts. Of 
such persons Judas is a Scriptural type. They are as truly 
traitors as he was ; for to betray His person, or to betray His 
cause, is equally base in the sight of Him by whom actions 
are weighed. ** Stand &st, therefore, in the faith," remembering 
that "his servants ye are to whom ye obey, whether of sin 
unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness." 

As in your spiritual, so likewise in your teu^poral pursuits, 
no great objects can be effected without some fixed and steady 
principle of action. "A double-minded man is unstable in 
all his ways," and rarely succeeds in anything he undertakes. 
Hold fast, therefore, the principles of loyalty and patriotism 
which have prompted your late exertions in the cause of your 
king and country. Convince the world that these are indeed 
the principles on which you act. Let your conduct be marked 
hj a decent respect to those who have the rule over you, and 
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by an uniform obedience to tbe laws. Adorn the profession 
you have chosen, and honour the cause you have undertaken, 
by practising the virtues of justice and mercy, peace and charity, 
fortitude and moderation. Be cautious of provoking enemies by 
pride or oppression, by contention or slander. Bather seek to 
conciliate the disaffected, and to confirm the well-disposed. 
Bather endeavour to make all ranks and descriptions of men 
sensible of the excellence of our present government, by con- 
tributing, as much as in you lies, to their participation of the 
benefits which you enjoy under its protection. But if, in 
contempt of all the good they do or may enjoy, — ^if, in defiance 
of the resentment of their provoked and injured country, — evil- 
minded men will endaDger the public safety, disturb the peace 
of the community, violate the rights of persons and property, 
resist the magistrate and oppose the laws, — then, my friends, 
let your steadfastness appear, and your fidelity be approved : 
" Quit you like men, and be strong.*' 

III. The Christian watches but in vain — in vain his mind is 
stored with good principles — if, in the hour of trial and danger, 
he does not manfully exert his strength. If we ^'resist the 
devil, he will flee from us ; " but if we combat not manfully 
with him, we shall be led ''captive by him at his will." We 
are taught not only to guard against our spiritual enemies, but 
to contend with them ; not merely to look, but to press towards 
the mark of our high calling ; not only to confide in the 
Author of our salvation, but to work out our own salvation. 
True it is " God worketh in us both to will and to do." The 
disposition and the power to do His will are alike derived from 
Him. But let the Christian remember that from him to whom 
much has been given much shall be required — that he is 
accountable for all the talents entrusted to him, and that God 
never requires of His faithful servants any duties whicb he 
dees not give them the power to perform. All our watchfulness 
may not prevent our being assailed, nor our faith entirely 
preserve us from trials. There is, and will be, work enough 
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for us to do till we have finished our Christian warfare. But, 
if we fairly put forth the powers God has given us — acknow- 
ledging our dependence on Him as the giver of all victory — if we 
quit ourselves like men, and be strong — we shall be more than 
conquerors, through '' Him that loved us, and washed us from 
our sins in His own blood." 

In like manner, my friends, though you have manifested your 
watchfulness by such prudent precautions against surprise; 
though your conduct in these trying and perilous times is so 
strongly marked by loyalty to your king, attachment to the con- 
stitution, and love of your country ; though by your appearance 
on the present occasion you give a decided proof that you justly 
appreciate the blessings you enjoy, and that you are prepared 
and ready to defend them, yet all this military preparation wiU 
prove but empty and unprofitable parade, if, in the day of trial 
and danger (should ever that day come) ye do not ** quit you 
like men and be strong." Manly perseverance and vigorous 
exertion may yet be necessary to complete the good work you 
have begun. The flame of sedition, though smothered, is not 
extinguished. The seeds of anarchy have taken deep root in 
the land, and though the vigorous measures of government and 
the loyal spirit of the country have for the present checked their 
growth, they may yet take the advantage of a season to choke 
the precious fruits of order. But why should I exhort you on 
this subject ? Your cause is a noble and just one. It is the 
cause of your king and country, of order and liberty, of security 
and prosperity, of peace and plenty, of religion and virtue. 
Armies have been raised to gratify the purposes of tyranny and 
ambition, pride and vanity, lust and avarice ; to subdue a coun- 
try or enslave a people, to exalt a monarch or degrade a rival, to 
plunder a nation or engross a trade. But you arm for self-defence, 
for the preservation of peace. You wage no offensive war, you 
act up to the principle which your foreign enemies only pro- 
fessed, and none are considered as domestic enemies to you who 
do not become enemies to your king and country, and, in fact, 
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enemies to themselves. You are no hireling instruments of the 
superior powers to oppress and enslave your countrymen, but 
the voluntary supporters of the civil magistrate in the due exe- 
cution of the laws. You will not attempt to abridge any man's 
rights and privileges or to injiire any man's person or "property, 
for your object is to defend them. You are not more the friends 
of the king and constitution than you are the Mends of the 
people and country ; and you are persuaded that in defending 
the former you are most effectually serving the latter. You love 
and esteem your sovereign for his virtues, and for the mild and 
beneficent use he has made of the power entrusted to him for 
the public good. You reverence the constitution on account of 
the happy medium it steers between tyranny and licentiousness, 
and because you have profitably experienced how wisely it is 
calculated to answer all the purposes of good government with- 
out encroaching on the liberty and security of the subject. You 
know, also, that it contains within itself the seeds of its own 
renovation, and that it has energy enough in itself to supply any 
defects or to repair any injury which time or accident may have 
occasioned to it Knowing and feeling these things as you do, 
it would bo a waste of time and of words to offer any other argu- 
ments to induce you to ** quit you like men and be strong." 

IV. In the discharge of your duty, however, be careful to " let 
all your things be done with charity." The Christian soldier 
never loses sight of this principle, knowing that however ardent 
his zeal in the cause, however arduous his contests with the 
enemies of his salvation, no plea will justify the breach of this 
royal law. He knows that all his doings without charity are 
nothing worth, therefore, though he hate sin, he cannot hate the 
sinner. He remembers Him who endured the perverse contra- 
diction of sinners, and prayed even under the agonies of a most 
ignominious and excruciating death for His murderers ; who 
came to call sinners to repentance, and reconciled us unto God 
while we were yet enemies to Him. When God punishes His 
rebellious creatures, it is the correction of a tender father, who 
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would not that any should perish, but that they should return to- 
their allegiance to Him and live. An enemy subflued by His 
grace is an enemy no longer, but becomes an adopted son, the 
friend and companion of liis God. 

We, my friends, must be followers of Him, if through faith 
and patience we would inherit the promises. **It is good to be 
zealously affected in a good thing,'* but zeal will never justify a 
breach of charity. A good cause requires not the aid of injustice, 
neither can any cause be signally benefited by it. Charity not 
only doeth no evil, but thinketh none. Charity will be cautious- 
of imputing evil designs where possibly good only may be 
intended ; it will not indiscriminately confound them who seek 
to reform or improve the constitution with those who are labour- 
ing to subvert or destroy it. However mistaken the judgment 
of those persons with respect to their plans of reform, however 
unadvised and unseasonable their attempts, yet surely they 
ought not to be classed with men of desperate principles or of 
desperate fortunes, who are adverse to all government, who aim 
not at reform but revolution, who are anxious to destroy the 
mild government of our king that they may on its ruins establish 
the despotism of a mob, who seek to remove the restraints of 
law that they may gratify their lust of plunder. That there 
are persons of both these descriptions in this country it is scarcely 
to be doubted. Against well-meaning but mistaken speculists 
reason is the only weapon that ought to be directed ; but against 
revolutionists and anarchists the sword of the law. And should 
that be ever found too weak, it deserves and will receive your 
effectual support and the support of every friend to his country 
and to human nature. 

Should a case of this kind ever occur, should you ever be 
called out to oppose a lawless and infatuated multitude, even here, 
the mild spirit of Christianity will influence your conduct. 
However you may reprobate their proceedings, you will oom-^ 
passionate their errors. You will rather seek to prevent their 
doing injury to others than unnecessarily to injure them ; you 
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would rather consign them to the laws of their country than be- 
come yourselves the instruments of its vengeance — nay, you 
would rather that preventive and corrective punishment should 
reform and amend their hearts than that their obstinacy and 
perverseness should render them fit objects of exemplary severity ; 
and if justice tempered with mercy should happily produce re- 
pentance and reformation, you will receive them again as fellow- 
citizens, bury the past in oblivion, and seek to do them good. 
In a word, while ye watch that evil befall not to your country 
or to the persons and property of your countrymen ; while ye 
'^ stand fast in the faith," maintain your allegiance to the king, 
your attachment to the constitution, and your fidelily to the 
cause in which ye have so honourably embarked, while in the 
day of trial and in the hour of conflict ye '^ quit you like men 
and be strong," take care also to '^ let all your things be done 
with charitj'." 

It is time that I should conclude this discourse, but bear with 
me a little longer, my brethren. This is a high day, the subject 
is interesting, and the sight before me particularly animating. 
Allow me, then, to ask are there any persons present who are 
endeavouring to excite the public attention to new and untried 
systems of government or to speculative improvements in the con- 
stitution of this country ? If there be, I would entreat them to 
pause a while, and reflect seriously on the probable consequences 
of such a procedure. The present convulsed state of Europe and 
the irritable frame of men's minds on great political questions 
sizrely render such a measure peculiarly dangerous in the present 
season, which is alike unfavourable to dispassionate reasoning and 
to temperate measures. The democratic storm may easily be 
raised, but who shall quell it ? Who shall conflne its direction 
or stop its destructive progress ? It might, and most probably 
would^ go on in all directions till it involved this flourishing and 
happy country in one common ruin. No good man will ever 
object to any safe and practicable improvement in the State, nor 
will any considerate man deny that the British constitution and 
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government partake of the nature of all haman institutions, 
that is to say, they have their imperfections and abuses ; but 
a wise man will not rashly stake a number of positive and 
sensible benefits against the mere chance of removing some slight 
inconveniences or of obtaining some few trifling and, perhaps, 
but imaginary advantages. He would not on the precarious 
issue of speculative systems risk the subsistence of a constitu- 
tion which secures to us all the substantial benefits of well- 
regulated society, which imposes no restraints upon our actions 
but what are necessary and salutary, which protects our persons 
and property, and in the true sense and meaning of the word, con- 
fers and defends us in the enjoyment of civil and religious liberty. 

I would recommend, also, to the consideration of those re- 
formers, that, upon their own principles, they ought, for the 
present at least, to desist from their purpose. If a people have 
a right to choose their own government, that right can only be 
exercised by the great body or majority of the people (unless 
you can suppose a whole nation to be unanimous in their choice), 
and, of course, if there is ever to be any settled government in a 
coimtry, the minority must (as indeed they ought) submit to 
their determination. Now if ever the sense of a people were 
fairly and fully expressed in flavour of the government under 
which they lived, and their determination to support and defend 
it openly and manfully avowed, I contend that this has been 
recently done, and is at this moment the case, in this country. 
If, therefore, a few dissatisfied persons, in direct opposition to 
the declared sense of the country, still continue their attempts 
to disturb the peace of society, by prosecuting their plans of 
reform, I beg leave to remind them, that however lenient the 
laws of their country may be in respect to such practices, they 
are clearly convicted, in the court of reason, not only of g^oss 
inconsistency, but of high treason against the only sovereign 
authority tliey seem disposed to tolerate, even against the sacred 
majesty of the people. 

If those seditious and restless persons, who aim at notliing 
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short of the destruction of the present goyemment, be capable 
of being influenced by religious considerations, I would remind 
them that the spirit of Christianity is a spirit of peace and 
order ; that the same authority which commands them to fear 
God, bids them also to honour the king ; that to a proud spirit 
of independence, and impatience of salutary restraint, may be 
Mrly imputed man's first disobedience and all the subsequent 
miseries with which mankind hare been afflicted. I would 
entreat them to reflect a moment on the accumulated load of 
guilt for which they will have to answer to their own conscience, 
to their country, and to their GK>d, should they by their conduct 
involve this nation inthe horrors of anarchy and civil war. He 
who lets a wild beast loose upon the community is answerable 
for the ravages that wild beast may commit. If, then, these 
persons would act consistently as the disciples of the Prince of 
Peace, if they would promote the real welfare of their country, 
and consult their own comfort and happiness, they will adopt 
the advice of an inspired penman, '^ Fear the Lord and the 
king, and meddle not with them that are given to change." 

Finally, permit me to caution the labouring and manufactur- 
ing part of the community against the artful insinuations of 
designing and ambitious men. You may be made the instru- 
ments of effecting a revolution in this country ; but at the same 
time you will become the instruments of your own misery and 
ruin. History universally teaches this truth, that in all revolu- 
tions the lower orders of the people are the least gainers, and 
that in all popular commotions they are the greatest sufferers. 
You may be flattered with the specious names of liberty and 
equality, nay, even the properly of your more opulent neigh- 
bours may be held out to you as a seducing bait ; but when 
once you have served the purpose of yoizr leaders, you will find, 
by wretched experience, that you have only changed your 
rulers, and not improved your condition. In this manufactur- 
ing and commercial country the flrst consequence of any internal 
commotion would be the stagnation of trade, the effects of which 



115 

jou would feel most severely. Tour resources would be cut 
oflP, the regular means of support be done away, and poverty 
and misery would be tbe certain lot of yourselves and families. 
If you should survive the calamities of civil broils, and escape 
the peril of the sword, you will then be convinced that the 
sentence passed upon our first parents still remains in full force, 
"In the sweat of thy fewje shalt thou eat bread," and " If any 
man will not work, neither shall he eat." 

The best advice, therefore, I can give you, my brethren, is, 
that each of you " Study to be quiet and mind his own business/' 
— ^to do his duty in that state of life in which Providence hath 
placed him. " Watch ye " against the enemies of your salva- 
tion ; ** stand fast in the faith " of the great Captain of your 
salvation; ''quit you like men, and be strong" in the great 
work of your Christian warfare ; " let aU your things be done 
with charity ; "do ye imto all men as ye would they should do 
unto you;" and you will find, by happy experience, that by 
this conduct you have most effectually contributed to promote 
your present welfare, and to ensure your eternal felicity. 
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ADYEKTISEMBXT. 

In compliance with the request of muneroue friends, with a view likewise to obviate 
certain misrepresentations, but especially from a desire to gratify the wishes of the 
Corps, the Author consents to the publication of the following Address, in foil confidence 
that its tendency is to promote the peace and welfare of the community. 



ADDEESS. 



Men and bretlireii, fellow-subjects and fellow-Christians, your 
appearance together in this place is solemn and impressive. 
The occasion on which you are assembled is interesting and im- 
portant I feel a particular difficulty in sustaining the office you 
have assigned me, and on many accounts I should have rejoiced 
if it had remained in other hands. But I will not shrink from 
your appointment, and, though to some it may seem a strange 
inconsistency that a minister of peace should stand at the head 
of an armed band, I trust it will be allowed, upon a candid 
interpretation, that I am acting in my proper character and 
agreeably to the genius and spirit of the GK)spel, while, in con- 
ducting this part of your solemnity, I seize the opportunity of 
addressing a serious exhortation to every hdarer. 

Upon seeing before me the instruments of war, I cannot but 
deplore the sad necessity which has existed among men for such 
like preparations. What desolation and misery have they pro- 
duced upon the earth, even from the beginning! The very 
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creatures who were formed for mutual comfort and assistance^ 
who are partakers of one common nature, supported by the same 
bounteous Hand, subjects of the same Almighty Ooyemor, 
children of the same Heavenly Father, who stand in need of the 
«ame rich mercy for their redemption, and who therefore on all 
these accounts are imder the strongest obligations to live in 
strictest union and peace, have yet in every age evinced the most 
malignant disposition, the strongest propensity to vex and devour 
one another. Continual and very melancholy proofs have been 
^ven that ** their feet are swift to shed blood." The knowledge 
of the art of war has ever been esteemed glorious. Historians, 
orators, and poets have usually been most forward to celebrate 
the achievements of those who have been most vigorous and 
successful in destroying the hiunan species. These are lament- 
able facts, which incontestably demonstrate the extreme and 
total depravity of our nature ; and, so long as such depravity 
exists, it must be necessary to furnish ourselves with the means 
of protection, and for some members of the community to be 
instructed and prepared to stand forth for the defence of the 
whole. While ambition, envy, covetousness and resentment 
maintain such an imiversal and powerful influence among man- 
kind, it may be expected that animosities and contentions will 
disturb the peace of society, and nation rise up against nation. 
Those, therefore, who will not tamely surrender property, 
liberty, and life, must be ready, however painful the task, to 
resist the proud, rapacious, and violent invader. 

These observations are general ; suited to the various circum- 
stances of society in which men have ever yet been placed from 
tiie beginning of the world ; for however ardently we may wish 
and pray for that happy period, when " men shall learn war no 
more," it has not yet arrived. The present age boasts of a 
superior degree of intelligence and liberality ; and in these pre- 
tensions no nation is more forward than our own. But, alas ! 
enlightened and polished as we are, the depravity of himian 
nature has broken forth with an uncommon strength among our- 
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selves. On what other ground shall we justify or even acooimt 
for the appearance and preparations before us ? Whence arises 
the fear of tumult and confusion in this highly-favoured king- 
dom 1 Or whence the necessity, not only of sending out our 
numerous forces against a foreign enemy, but of arming so many 
of our industrious citizens at home ? The scene which now pre- 
sents itself is in this view distressing, as it eidiibits a clear proof 
of the extreme degeneracy of our manners, of the ingratitude 
and perverseness of our countrymen. Among other instances of 
general corruption, we have occasion to lament a turbulence of 
spirit, a contempt of all social order and good government, a 
disposition to riot and to mischief, which threaten destruction, 
not only to domestic peace and comfort, but to every useful and 
necessary institution, civil and religious. Principles have been 
advanced and maintained among us which are inconsistent with 
all subordination and legal authority whatever ; and strenuous 
efforts have been made to reduce these ruinous principles into 
practice. 

What then is to be done? Is it enough to perceive and 
lament our danger 1 Must we not set ourselves firmly to resist 
it ? The exertions of the ministers of Christ were never more 
wanted to stem the torrent of general depravity. But, whilst 
they, according to their office, should be vigorous and unwearied 
in praying and in preaching, ** warning every man and teaching 
every man," other means are absolutely requisite for the defence 
of the community : — We must be prepared to repel force by force. 

It has been questioned by some whether the profession of a 
soldier be consistent with the principles of our holy religion. 
But we remark, that it is nowhere forbidden or condemned in 
any part of the sacred Scriptures. On the contrary, we are 
there presented with various instances of persons the most 
eminent for their piety and devotion, who were also renowned 
for their skill in the art of war, and for their colirage in the field 
of battle. The Qospel of Jesus Christ is a system of peace. It 
is calcidated to reconcile and unite man to man, as well as man 
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to God ; and if its benign influence were imiyersally felt, wars 
doubtless would '' cease to the end of the eartb." But, in the 
present state of things, it requires not the soldier to lay down 
his arms and abandon his profession. St. John the Baptist, 
that faithful monitor, addressed particular exhortations to 
military men for the regulation of their conduct ; and as he 
said not one syllable to the contrary, it should seem they might 
conscientiously abide in their calling. Our Lord Himself spoke 
in terms of strong approbation respecting the faith of a cen- 
turion, or captain in a !Roman army, without expressing any 
censure of his situation in life. Another officer of similar rank, 
who was the first-fruits of the Gentiles unto God, was distin- 
guished for the fervour of his devotion, and, though he assumed 
the Ohristian name, he stUl retained his military character. 
These examples may satisfy you at least that it is possible to be 
armed and to fight in defence of your country and at the same 
time to fear God and to be sincere followers of Jesus Christ. 

Need I observe that you, who are the immediate objects of 
my present address, are associated together for purposes truly 
laudable. Your cause is good, though by some it has been 
misrepresented and vilified. You come forth, in the spirit of 
true patriotism, for the protection of your town and neighbour- 
hood, and for securing to yourselves and posterity the continu- 
ance of your civil constitution, the public profession of Chris- 
tianity, and the immolested administration of all religious 
servicea Your corps is raised, not to oppress or injure any, but 
to afford equal advantages to all who are disposed to '' lead a 
quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty." Your 
object is, not to multiply or extend the ravages of war, but to 
keep them at a distance from yourselves by resisting and frus- 
trating the designs of those who would excite contentions and 
introduce confusion and anarchy among us. You are not 
enemies, surely, but friends to peace, since your avowed pur- 
pose is to prevent or repress all violence and tumult ; and as it 
is not possible that either property or liberty can be enjoyed, or 
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any personal safety remain for the meanest individual in society 
without the preservation of good order, you are the common 
benefisictors of the poor and of the rich ; and I will add that 
you are entitled to their warmest gratitude. 

The service of this day, however it may furnish a subject for 
idle and profane ridicule to some who seem disposed to brand 
everything serious with the reproachful term of superstition, is, 
I will maintain, reasonable in itself and honourable to you. 
For what are we to conclude from it but that you wish to 
approve yourselves to God, and engage His blessing upon your 
institution ? And is this a business that you need to be ashamed 
of, or which properly calls for any scornful ignominious cen- 
sures ? We would ask the scoffers of the present age, would it 
be better to cast off all regard to Jehovah and erect an altar to « 
right reason, to appear as her votaries in contempt and defiance 
of revealed religion, and devote your colours to this modern idol ? 
Abhorred be such Pagan superstition and f oUy ! No, sirs, you 
stand in the house and before the altar of the living God, ac- 
knowledging yourselves the creature of His hands, and profess- 
ing a hope in His mercy through Jesus Christ. Tou wish not 
to bear your arms for any other purposes than such as may be 
consistent with His willj and accordingly you bring your 
standards that you may present them at His footstool, and en- 
treat His gracious acceptance of them, as a token of your pro- 
foundest homage. You are constrained to feel your entire 
dependence upon Him, and therefore you lift up your prayer 
that He would vouchsafe to take both you and your banners 
under His care, to support and prosper you in your under- 
taking. 

Is it your unfeigned desire to serve Him and commit your 
cause into His hands ? Are you satisfied that your object is 
good and your motives pure 1 Then I call upon you in the most 
solemn manner to renew your promises of fidelity and allegiance. 
Thankful to God that He has favoured you with such a King 
and such a Government, pray that they may be in rich mercy 
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preserved to you, and vow together that you "will be firm and 
unshaken in their defence ! The ensign is now lifted up as a 
public avowal of your sentiments and determination, from 
which, we trust, not an individual among you will depart. 
The ensign must never be deserted whatever extremities you 
may suffer for your attachment to it. If, indeed, ** in the name 
of our Gbd you have set up your banner," O flock around it and 
cleave to it with purpose of heart ! It* is the bond of union to 
your Corps, and should continually remind you that you must 
act together as one man. You are one body, and have one 
common interest Beware of everything which may tend to 
excite jealousies and animosities among you. For the division 
of your Corps would be worse than the rending of your colours, 
which you must all consider as disgraceful. 

I request you further to bear in mind the services of the day, 
and to maintain a consistency of conduct. Frequently review 
your obKgations, and offer up your devout supplications to Gk)d, 
not only in this house, but in your retirement. You stand forth 
in defence of your king, your coimtry, and your religion, but 
your prayers as well as your courageous exertions are wanted 
for this purpose. While the hands of Moses were L'fted up, 
Israel prevailed against Amalek. O for the same importunate 
intercessions on the behalf of Great Britain, and then we should 
not doubt of obtaining a speedy and happy deliverance from 
our present troubles ! 

You will not consider me as stepping beyond the line of my 
office and profession if I add that, as your actions will be nar- 
rowly observed, a peculiar circumspection and accuracy of 
conduct will be of the highest importance. This will most effec- 
tually silence your malignant accusers, and conciliate and secure 
to your corps the general approbation and esteem. Without 
this regard to your private as well as public deportment, in all 
the great duties of morality and religion, you cannot be respect- 
able, and it would be presumptuous for you to expect the Divine 
blessing. The gay, the idle, the dissipated, the intemperate, 
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and the profane, as they are the enemies of Gk>d, have no 
just claim to the character of true patriots or loyal subjects. 

A suspicion has been insinuated that, by asstuning the 
character of soldiers, you will divest yourselves of that, which is 
no less honourable, the character of sober and industrious- 
citizens. It is feared at least that, whilst you are required to 
give much of your time and thoughts to the study of the mili- 
tary art, you may contract a dislike, or be unfitted for, your 
usual occupations, and thus that the duties of social and domestic 
life will be neglected. I say not that you are in no danger of 
contracting habits and partialities which may be inconsistent 
with, or unfavourable to, those of a kind husband, an attentive 
father, a diligent and virtuous tradesman ; but it rests with you 
to prove that the danger may be avoided, and that the fears 
entertained are groundless. You have entered, indeed, on a 
new profession, which promises great advantage to the commu- 
nity, but you will stiU be expected to pay the strictest regard to 
your families, and to aU your former obligations in those par- 
ticular departments to which the providence of God hath 
called you. 

But, whilst I am surrounded by a numerous company in 
different ranks of life, I feel it incumbent upon me to address a 
serious exhortation to all, and it seems a proper improvement 
of the present opportunity. *' Men, brethren, and fathers, 
hearken." I charge myself and you to remember what are our 
engagements, not only as citizens but as Christians ; as the sub- 
jects, not merely of an earthly monarch, but of that exalted 
Prince whose name is " King of Kings and Lord of Lords.' ^ 
He has lifted up an ensign, imder which He requires us to 
declare our £rm and zealous attachment to Him and to His 
service. It is the office of His ministers to call the attention of 
mankind to this ensign, and persuade them to enrol themselves 
among the armies of the faithful Jesus Christ, as *^ the Captain 
of the Lord's host,'' will load them forth to an. arduous but most 
honourable conflict gainst all their spiritual enemies. I ask. 
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then, in His name^ " Who is on the Lord's side ? " Can there 
be an individual among us who is not willing to avow himself 
a follower of the Saviour? If you make any profession of 
Christianity, if you acknowledge your baptism, we must address 
you at least under this character. Permit me to remind you 
that, when you were "received into the congregation of Christ's 
flock," you were ^* signed with the sign of the cross, in token 
that you should not be ashamed to confess the faith of Christ 
crucified, and manfully to flght under His banner against sin, 
the world, and the devil, and to continue Christ's faithful 
soldiers and servants unto your life's end." Are you sufficiently 
aware of these sacred engagements ? Are you consistent with 
your avowed principles ? The banner of the Cross is displayed, 
and under this we have sworn fidelity to our Captain and Com- 
mander. Convinced of the excellence of the cause which we are 
called to maintain, let us not shrink, whatever difficulties or 
dangers may await us, but go forth with unshaken fortitude, 
*' quit ourselves like men and be strong." The banner of the 
Cross should also be considered as the bond of union among 
Christians. While, therefore, we earnestly contend for it with 
all spiritual weapons, let us move together as a firm and well- 
compacted army. Our object is the same, nor can we have any 
separate interest. Let us beware of divisions in religion, for 
these must weaken our strength and give an advantage, if not a 
cause for triumph, to our enemies. " As good soldiers of Jesus 
Christ, we must endure hardness," nor quit the field of battle 
till the conflict be decided. The final issue will be glorious 
indeed to the bold and faithful combatant ; for, to such an one, 
under the guidance and protection of " the Captain of our salva- 
tion," the victory is sure, and ** the Crown of life " shall be 
adjudged. 

May the God of peace and love be with you 1 May He direct 
and prosper your counsels and exertions, for the good of the 
community, for the advancement of true religion, and for the 
glory of His own name! May you continue to enjoy your 
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present diBtmguished privileges^ as Britons and as Christians ; 
und when, as individuals, you shall be removed from all that is 
dear and valuable upon earth, may you enter into a more 
favoured society above, where the sound of war and tumult 
■shall be heard no more, but aU will be peace and love and joy 
for ever ! Amen. 
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SEEM ON. 



'^ Be not ye afraid of them : remember the Lord, which is great and terrible ; 
and fight for your brethren, your sons and your daughters, your wives and 
your houses." Nehemiah iv. 14. 

It may be a doubt with some whether the profession of a 
soldier be consistent with Christianity, which seems, in general 
terms, to recommend peace, and forbid retaliation of injuries. 
But when John the Baptist came to prepare the world for the 
reception of the Christian religion, and was applied to by the 
soldiers to know what thej should do to avoid the impending 
wrath, he recommended it to them '' to do violence to no man, 
neither to accuse any falsely, and to be content with their 
wages," thereby implying that it was not their profession he 
meant them to relinquish, but the dishonest practices to which 
it was liable — extortion and false accusation. Cornelius, a 
Roman centurion, was converted to Christianity by a heavenly 
vision (Acts x.), and we do not find that he ever laid aside his 
profession. And it was in praise of another Gentile soldier that 
our Saviour made use of those remarkable words : '^ I have not 
found so great faith, no, not in Israel." (Luke vii. 9.) 

There is, however, a material difference in the nature of wars. 
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Some arc begun with the sole view of oppression and a^pran- 
dizemest. Others arise from that principle of self-defence im- 
planted in us by our Creator for our own safety and preservation ; 
and these are termed defensive wars, when instituted to repel 
existing oppression, and may be denominated preventive when 
they are entered into previously to actual commencement of 
hostilities on the part of our enemy, but whose designs we 
know to be hostile. 

Where a man is at liberty to choose, it would certainly be 
highly wrong in him to be an instrument in promoting the 
designs of tyrants and oppressors, as in the former case. But 
in the latter, when the case is plain, and the object of import- 
ance, it is not barely lawful, but it is the duly of every honest 
man, and lover of his country, in some way or other to contribute 
his support in repelling the oppression, or frusti^ating the evil 
designs of an enemy. 

Whatever may have been the reasonings of men as to the 
nature of the present contest at its commencement, that it was 
of a nature which we deem lawful few will now deny, for at the 
least it was a preventive war. The best and wisest men of this 
nation foretold, at the outset, what mischiefs the revolution of 
France would bring upon the world, and the event has amply 
justified their predictions. 

We must applaud, then, the judgment of those who have taken 
such effectual measures to prevent the dreadful scenes which 
the nations around us have witnessed, and to whose exertions, 
under Providence, we owe all those blessings which other nations 
must long lament the loss of. 

See that distracted nation herself, the source and centre of all 
the calamities that have overspread the world. She threw off 
the government of one amiable monarch [j^fote 18], to be galled 
with the yoke of five tyrants. [^JN'ote 14.] She destroyed her 
renmant of liberty, and replaced it with libertinism and licen- 
tiousness. She hath changed her ploughshares and pruning- 
hooks for swords and spears ; and the glimmerings of Christi- 
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anity, wluch. were not yet extinguislied, she hath bartered for 
the darkness and uncertainty of scepticism and infidelity. 

Turn your eyes next to Germany ;• and reflect upon the 
cruelties which the French have committed there. Daughters, 
wives, and mothers have fallen victims to their brutality, in the 
presence of those who were attached to them by the strongest 
ties of nature. But the time would fail me to enumerate 
the varied havoc they have been the instruments of in almost 
every part of Europe. How they have pillaged Venice and 
Italy ; humbled the pride of the inoffensive Spaniard ; almost 
annihilated the commerce of the once-industrious Dutch ; sub- 
jugated and rendered tributary the laborious cultivator of the 
Netherlands. [iVbfe 15.] 

Yet, glaring as their oppressions and cruelties have been in 
these ill-fated countries, they are defensible when compared 
with their unprovoked irruption into that happy, that harmless, 
yet high-spirited nation, which last, after a noble struggle, 
became the theatre of their rapine and plunder. Switzerland ! 
happiest of nations ; where piety, honesty, sobriety, and 
domestic affection were cultivated to the highest pitch — that 
country which was never thought upon by its absent natives 
without a sigh — ^that country is now doomed to share the fate 
of the nations around her. [JVbfo 16.] But, blessed be God ! 
who knows how to bring good out of the worst of evils, the un- 
justiflable conduct of these oppressors with respect to Switzerland 
has opened the eyes of many, who had been before seduced by 
the high-sounding names of liberty and freedom, which the 
French and their adherents are so forward to profess with their 
lips, though their conduct shows how far their hearts are 
from it. 

If these examples be not a sufficient warning to Britons, let 
them recollect their haughty refusals to make peace (which has 
doubly justified our conduct [Note 17] in the prosecution of the 
war) ; let them recollect their threats against this country ; and 
we are assured from an authority which in this case we cannot 
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doubt, that inability alone has prevented them from carrying- 
their designs into execution. They have indeed made a partial 
attempt in their impotent attacks upon a neighbouring kingdom ; 
and I trust in G-od that their attempts will still be frustrated. 
The ways of Providence are hid from man. But if the Almighty 
do interfere, we naturally expect that it will be in situations 
more pecidiarly precarious and liable to danger, for which He 
has not especially provided us with the means of security and 
preservation. The perils of the sea are proverbial. Yet on this 
element it is that He has appeared our protector. Who can 
reflect upon the victories of Howe, of Jervis, of Duncan, of 
Nelson ; and though least in appearance, yet not in importance, 
th.e victory which has been lately achieved on the coast of 
Ireland, — I say, who can reflect on these splendid victories 
without a reflection at the same time that the Lord has been on 
our side? Not unto us, not unto us; but, with our brave 
admiral, let us ascribe the glory of our successes to "Almighty 
God," who has appeared thus "great and terrible" to our 
enemies. 

Be not therefore afraid of them. It is to you, "your brethren, 
your sons and your daughters, your wives and your houses " look 
up for protection. While a destroying angel has been ravaging- 
a sister kingdom [Ireland], the Volunteer Corps of that king- 
dom has been the saving angel that has so far stayed its 
career. Although our danger cannot be conceived to be as 
great as theirs, yet it stands us in need to be upon our guard, 
and be ready at our posts whenever our country calls for our 
servicea " If the good man of the house had known what hour 
the thief would come, he would have watched, and not have 
suffered his house to be broken through." We not only know 
that there are numbers who would rob us of everything most 
dear to us, but also of the time, — it is now, even now, when our 
foreign enemies are straining every nerve to effect their purpose, 
and our domestic foes are more secretly and insidiously, and 
therefore more dangerously, undermining our laws and religion. 
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Our all in this world is at stake. We must defend it or lose 
it. When the object is of magnitude the labour and expense 
we bestow in obtaining it are willingly borne and undergone. 
Let us not repine, then^ at the trouble and expense which will 
necessarily be attendant on our exertions [N^ois 18]. Consider 
the magnitude of your object — " your brethren, your sons and 
your daughters, your wives and your houses," and, what is not 
least in the calculation, your laws and religion, those laws and 
that religion which only want to be understood to convince you 
that they are the ** pearl of great price," which it is your 
interest to purchase, though it be at the expense of all you 
possess. 

Where are there a constitution and laws so calculated to pro- 
mote and secure the liberty and welfare of the subject as ours ? 
And these ought to be the scope and basis of all wise and good 
Q-ovemments. We have united all the advantages, with few or 
none of the inconveniences, of the three forms of government, 
monarchy, aristocracy, and democracy — an acquisition wished 
for by the wisest men of antiquity, but which they considered 
as too great a perfection to be arrived at by man. A system 
discovered first in its crude state in the woods, and which has 
cost the combined labour and wisdom of six centuries to polish 
and refine. 

In England every man's house is his castle. The cottage is 
equally safe with the palace. Our laws equally protect the 
prince and the people. A celebrated writer observes, speaking 
of our nation : '* Their laws not being made for one individual 
more than another, each considers himself as a monarch ; and 
indeed the men of tliis nation are rather confederates than 
fellow-subjects." We have liberty to do everything that is 
right. It might be well perhaps if the converse were true — 
that we had not so much liberty to do what is wrong [^Note 19]. 

In our country there is not one of the rights of mankind 
violated, as those rights are described by politicians and philo- 
sophers. We have a right to life, which no one can take away 
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^itihout the forfeit of his own. And have not we also a right to 
freedom from, personal injury — & right to the. use of air, light, 
and water — a right of enjoying exdusiyely the gifts of fortune, 
and all the various fruits of our industry, and ingenuity ? Nay, 
as it has been justly observed, our Oovemment ** gives right, 
where nature gives none ; it protects the goods of an intestate, 
and it allows a man at his death to dispose of that property 
which the law of nature would cause to revert into the common 
stock." 

It would be impossible in a discourse of this nature to 
enumerate the various methods in which the laws of England 
have provided for the welfare of the subject, such as the power 
every man has of becoming a member of Parliament ; the pxivi- 
lege which every district of the kingdom enjoys of choosing 
representatives; the right which the meanest subject has of 
bringing forward his complaints and requests to public attention ; 
the right annexed to different qualifications in different places 
of voting for members of the House of Commons ; so that men 
of all orders and professions (I allude only to the different 
orders and professions as enumerated by Paley — " statesmen, 
courtiers, country gentlemen, lawyers, merchants, manufacturers, 
soldiers, sailors ") are capable of becoming members of the 
British Parliament. Hence, then, it appears that every class of 
men in the community is virtually represented. No subject, 
therefore, either of science, agriculture, commerce, or arts can 
be offered to the deliberation of the British senate but some of 
the members will be competent judges of its merits. 

It must be confessed that we cannot boast of that equalify 
which some would assume as the basis of government [^Note 20], 
The British constitution prefers practical utility to the wild 
and chimerical theories of sophistry. Equality in the sense 
some would apply it has no existence in nature. Survey the 
heavens : how one star differeth from another star in glory — 
from the sun that ruleth the day to the least satellite. View 
the vegetable and animal creation, from the cedar-tree that is in 
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Lebanon to the hyssop that springeth out of the wall ; from the 
pelican in the wilderness to the least of the feathered tribe ; 
from Behemoth, the chief of the ways of Ood, to the minutest 
insect ; from lieviathan, that taketh his pastime in the sea, to 
the meanest inhabitant of the brook ; and lastly, consider man — 
the varieties of stature, complexion, disposition, intelliset, and 
the rest of his natural and moral faculties, from the capacious 
and comprehensiye mind of a Xewton, to the lowest order of 
dabblers in reasoning. When you have thus taken a view of 
the different parts of her system, let me ask whether nature 
intended an equality in the situations and advantages of man- 
kind ? The various wants of mankind, and the conveniences of 
life, require a difference in situations and professions. This 
variety in society \_Note 21] id the source and origin of those 
arts, manufactures, and trades which furnish emplo3nnent and 
livelihood to the greatest part of the human species. There 
must be some to work at the loom, or we should want clothing ; 
there must be some to till the ground, or we should be destitute 
of food ; there must be some to teach and instruct^ or we should 
again return to ignorance and barbarism : and while each is 
busied in his appropriate occupation, there must be some to 
guide the helm and manage the affairs of state, or we should 
be continually liable to the plunder and depredations of our 
enemies. So that high and low, rich and poor, one wil^ another, 
we are all necessary to the comfort and support of each other. 
We are " many members, yet one body" : " the eye cannot say 
to the hand, I have no need of thee ; nor again, the head to the 
feet, I have no need of you." So neither can the monarch on 
the throne say to the humblest peasant, I have no need of thee ; 
nor, on the other hand, can the husbandman or mechanic 
upbraid his rulers with the uselessness of their stations and 
services ; the one owing the quiet possession of hin lands and 
their produce, and the other the peaceable exercise of his art or 
trade, and the undisturbed enjoyment of its profits, to the watoh- 
fulness and exertions of the guaudians of the State. 
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Our country is scarcely surpassed in beauty, climate or fer- 
tility. We are unacquainted with the extremes of heat and 
cold \_N'otB 22] of some countries; and seldom visited with 
earthquakes, hurricanes, famines and pestilences, as in others. 
We have hills and verdant pastures clothed with sheep and 
cattle, and pleasant valleys covered with com. " Thou, Lord ! 
visitest our earth and waterest it : Thou blessest the springing 
thereof, and (as we have at this season more especially to praise 
and thank Thee) Thou crownest the year with Thy goodness, and 
Thy paths drop fatness." And to complete the description ; no 
country in the world can boast of more sincere friends, more 
faithful husbands and wives, more dutiful children, or kinder 
and better parents. 

Where but in our blest isle can we find such admirable in- 
stitutions of every kind ? Witness our universities and other 
public seminaries, and the different societies for promoting sub- 
lime, useful, moral and religious knowledge. Where can we 
find such provisions for the relief of every species of distress ; 
whether under the denomination of friendly societies, hospital, 
asylum, infirmary, or dispensary ? And has not the law of the 
land provided a comfortable home and maintenance for the poor, 
aged and infirm of every parish in the kingdom ? And lastly, 
witness that national charity manifested on different occasions 
for the same humane purposes, one instance of which cannot at 
this time be passed over without particular mention — I mean 
those noble subscriptions for the benefit of the widows and 
orphans of those who have died in the glorious cause of their 
country. Great nation ! thou art a father to the fatherless, and 
driest up the tears of the widow ! 

For many of these and greater blessings we are indebted to 
the benign influence of Christianity {Note 23). Yet the same 
open and secret shafts which are aimed from all quarters against 
our laws and Government are directed against this amiable 
religion also. The people of France were prepared for all the 
crimes and horrors of their revolution by the emissaries of 



133 

anarchy and infidelity, who persuaded the people that there is 
no God that created or governs the world ; that there is nothing 
to be feared or hoped for beyond the grave — *' that death is an 
eternal sleep/' and, of course, that the Christian religion is an 
imposture. 

Whatever may be said of these men in other respects, this 
part of their conduct did not certainly betray their ignorance of 
human nature ; for who does not see that men would be ready 
to perpetrate any act to which they might be urged, when they 
had cast off the salutary restraints of religion ? Beligion is too 
mild and deliberate for the rapid views of anarchy. Infidelity 
is alone capable of serving its purposes. They are sworn 
brothers, mutually assisting and promoting each other's cause. 

Attempts, wo know, are making to propagate similar prin- 
ciples in this country. Infidelity assumes every shape and 
character. We are met by it in the highways, in the streets, in 
the market- place, and even our houses cannot shelter us from 
its attacks. ''Our brethren, our wives, our sons, and our 
daughters " are argued or ridiculed out of their religion. Books 
of morality, natural philosophy, history and travels, nay, even 
poetry and novels, are made vehicles for its deadly poison. No 
opportunity escapes its watchfulness, no obstacle slackens its 
perseverance. [^See Note 19.] 

But there is a God ! AU nature bears witness to this great 
truth, which is next in point of evidence and certainty to that of 
our own existence. After viewing the innumerable instances of 
contrivance and design visible in all the productions of nature, 
to doubt still that some high wisdom and intelligence had not 
been the author of them, would be as absurd as though you 
should find some curious piece of mechanism, and yet argue it 
to have been formed without a contriver. And there is a Provi- 
dence who has continually His watchful eye over us, ** in whom 
we live and move, and have our being,'' and without whose 
knowledge *'a sparrow doth not fall to the ground." And 
death is so far from being an '< eternal sleep," that '' the hour is 
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ooming in which all that are in i^e gra7es<ahall oome forth ; 'thej 
that have done good uztto the refiuirection of life, and liher^ 
ihait have done evil imto the resurredtion of damnation/' This 
life and ijnmoiftality hath been brou^t to light by the Gospel, 
and the Gospel is true. For what other motive than the truth 
of what thej taught can be assigned for the conduct of Jesus 
Ohristy and Qie apostles and disciples, who renounced honour, 
plecusure and profit, and voluntarilj passed their lives in dangers, 
labours and sufferings, even to death itself, in attestation of the 
truth of what they related, the simplicity and artlessness of 
which accounts are not amongst the least striking arguments 
of their truth ? But I should injure the cause of truth were I 
ix) separate any of the evidences of Christianity from that cloud 
•of witnesses which, taken together, as they reciprocally illustrate 
and confirm each other, must convince the sincere and impartial 
and stagger the most prejudiced unbeliever. 

The objections to this religion are generally levelled against 
its miracles and mysteries. But the religion of nature, and the 
deductions of reason, are liable to the same objections. It is not 
a greater ndrade to create a human being from nothing, than to 
restore him to the use of his limbs or his sight, or even to raise 
him from the dead? The world abounds with miracles and 
mysteries. Whether we view the heavens, the earth, or the 
waters, we shall find nothing but miracles of wisdom, and mys- 
teries of goodness. Sufficient be it for us that we feel and ac- 
knowledge them : comprehend them we cannot. "As thou 
knoTvest not what is the way of the spirit, nor how the bones 
do grow in the womb of her that is with child ; even so thou 
knowest not the works of God who maketh all." 

Things which are constantly before us lose their force and are 
neglected. The commonness of the thing, though it do not 
lessen the reality, destroys the effect. The first human pair 
would be as much astonished at the process of nature in the for- 
mation of one of their posterity, as we should be nowadays at 
the instantaneous production of a man mature and complete at 
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lead me too for to mention the Tarious miracles and myi^eriee 
whidi every part of ntttm-e presents to our gratitude and admi- 
ration. Who can explain the mysteries of natiiral history and 
philosophy ? — of attraction, repulsion and gravity ; of the mag- 
net or loadstone, and of electricity? And reason herself, 
too proud to be taught the mysteries of revelation, boasts of 
mysteries and paradoxes of her own discovery. 

Other objections have been urged against our religion of the 
following description : ''If Christianity be so advantageous to 
mankind, and the gift of a Being of perfect benevolence, why 
was it not revealed till so late a period as when the world had 
existed four thousand years?'* '*Why is it not imiversal; 
why should idolatry and false religion be still in possession of 
more than one-half of the globe ? " To these and the like ob- 
jections we return the following answer : that this is no more 
than might be expected in a dispensation that proceeds from the 
Author of nature ; a system replete indeed with wisdom and 
goodness, but which metes out its bounties at times and in por- 
tions, wisely appointed and distributed no doubt, yet equally 
disappointing our desires and expectations, confounding our 
understanding, and eluding our deepest researches. Why was 
the magnet, so useful in navigation ; why were the qualities of 
minerals and vegetables, now considered as so indispensable in 
arts and in medicine ; why were those properties of natiire now 
thought so necessary to our well-being : in short, why were the 
different arts and sciences, now found so advantageous, so con- 
venient^ BO necessary to our existence and happiness, withheld 
from the possession and knowledge of man, till they were disco- 
vered by some accident or fortunate research ? and why are not 
these favours bestowed universally ? Why is one part of the 
earth parched up with drought, and another deluged with ooq- 
tinual rain ? Why does one pass his days in nimibness and 
torpitude, another languish imder the heat of a vertical sim, 
while a third enjoys all the blessings of a more temperate cli- 



136 

mate ? Why does one live in ignorance, and without Gbd in 
the worldi while another can surrey the beneficence of the 
Creator in the effects of His wisdom and goodness ? Solve these 
difficulties^ or confess, with right reason, that if the religion of 
nature be retained, Christianity on these grounds cannot be 
rejected. There must be then some other reason than the diffi- 
culty of the thing, that prevents these boasters of reason from 
embracing the doctrines of revelation; since their favourite 
reason and religion of nature are at the least equally liable to 
this objection. In general, as it has been justly observed, it is 
not so much unbelief, as unbelieving conduct and practice. 

To conclude. After the view we have just now taken of the 
blessings we enjoy, what, it may be asked, is still wanting to 
crown them ? Nothing but a heart duly sensible of, and affected 
by them. We have till now escaped the horrors of that cup of 
bitterness, which other nations have already emptied to the very 
dregs : and, if we deserve it, Qod will still avert them from ubl 
A nation of virtuous men, knit together by the firm bonds of 
honour, justice, truth and friendship, fighting in a just cause, 
and contending for everything dear to them, must be invincible. 
We are fighting in the justest of causes, and contending for the 
dearest of stakes; '^for our brethren^ for our sons and our 
daughters, for our wives and our houses." Let us then join 
in virtue, in honour, in friendship and unanimity ; laying aside 
all envy, malice and animosity, all dispute, faction and disaf- 
fection ; preferring the general good and weKare to our own 
private views and wishes, and so shall we be able to discomfit a 
host of foes : the Almighty will be our refuge and fortress, our 
shield and buckler. We shall not need to " be a&aid of the 
terror by night, nor for the arrow that flieth by day : a thousand 
shall fall at our side, and ten thousand at our right hand, but 
destruction shaU not come nigh us." 
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A SERMON. 



" Some trust in chariots, and some in horses ; but we will remember the 
name of the Lord our Grod. They are brought low and fallen ; but wc 
are risen and stand upright/* Fsalm xz. 7 and 8. 

It is with no mean desire of flattety, when I confess the feelings 
of my heaxt, how highly I acknowledge myself honoured by 
such a large and respectable assemblage of Volunteers, who have 
voluntarily collected themselves together under this roof ; far 
more respect than I can pay is your due. We behold you as 
the kind defenders of our country, and highly honour your 
patriotic zeal ; you are making costly sacrifices of a considerable 
degree of your domestic happiness and repose. Many of you 
are blessed with beloved companions in life, and your children, 
the pledges of your mutual love, are growing up like olive- 
branches around your tables and entwine about your hearts 
with much endearing solicitude. A large share of your pleasant 
intercourse with these you are already obliged to forego, while 
no inconsiderable portion of your time, which otherwise would 
be devoted for their maintenance, you are under the necessity 
to resign. Still far greater sacrifices than these may yet be 
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demanded of you, but it is to your prowess under the Divine 
blessing their delicate and tender frames look up for protection 
and support. 

Let it be remembered, however, that you are called forward 
as the defenders of your country under the most pressing and 
peculiar circumstances the nation ever yet beheld ; as the cause 
is the most urgent, your zeal should be the most ardent. You 
have to counteract the designs of that cruel tyrant, that plun- 
derer of Europe, who talks of liberly and entails slavery 
wherever he can reach them by the rod of his power, and spares 
none who are obliged to submit to despotic sway. Our property 
is not ours, but his, the moment he becomes the conqueror of 
our happy land. All the weaker powers of Europe are at this 
moment under the necessity of submitting to his arbitrary 
demands of contributions, or else suffer the consequences of his 
tyrannic power. 

Again, I address you as the honourable defenders of female 
delicacy and decrepit age ; what lawless violence, what wanton 
cruelty, have we heard of almost from every quarter where the 
victorious tyrant has been permitted to prevail ; and what 
warmth of gratitude should we feel when old age beg^s to 
creep upon us and our blood is felt to chill in our veins ; by the 
prowess of your youthful vigour we are defended and permitted 
peaceably to lay down our hoary heads in the grave. 

The more eminent [stic], however, our dangers may be, the more 
highly the public are indebted to you for your zeal and courage, 
who now stand forth as the bulwark and defenders of the nation. 
May our most fervent prayers never be wanting on yom* behalf, 
that your persons may be mercifully protected and your patriotic 
zeal crowned with all the success your hearts could wish. 

But let it be remembered we are now in the house of the 
most high and holy Ood, and for public worship before Him 
who is the searcher of all hearts ; it is, therefore, my intention 
to take up your time no further than present circumstances may 
render it necessary as it relates to those things that are military 
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and poKtical. Subjects of this kind can .saldom be deemed 
proper for the pulpit, while others of infinite importance are 
perpetually before us. 

I not only, therefore, hint that the cause you have to sustain 
is the most just and necessary in itself, but that the happy exist- 
ence of your families exists with it While you exert yourself 
for the public good, it is for your own good also. All the pro- 
perty you can obtain by your honest industry, sobriety, and 
attention is now at stake ; the commercial spirit of the nation 
is its glory, when despoiled of this we lose our all. And I 
mean not flattery when I further observe that much of the good 
of the nation arises from this sort of mutual confidence and 
intercourse with each other. A life of laziness and dissipation 
is a life of wickedness. Proud indeed is that man, and not less 
ignorant than proud, who looks with any degree of indifference 
and contempt over those who, in the honourable mercantile con- 
cerns, let the world know that if there be more virtue amons^ 
some than others, it is most frequently found to exist with those 
who are in the habits of mutual intercourse and commerce with 
each other. 

Again, you have the honour to be called forth to be the cham- 
pions and defenders of our civil constitution, the excellency of 
which has rendered us the envy and admiration of the world. 
Among all the foreign correspondents that ever fell to my lot 
their language to me has been, " The people of your happy 
island.** And to what cause must this be attributed? To the 
well-framed equipoise interwoven in the excellent government 
of our land. And the history of our own country, while its 
constitutional government was properly attended to, bespeaks 
its praise. What I now say respecting our civil government I 
speak from the very ground of my heart, I am glad that we 
have an hereditary monarch to fiU the throne. I am glad that 
the rich men of the nation, possessed of much landed property, 
compose a House of Lords and are the hereditary senators of 
the land, to form a balance in our civil power ; and I am glad 
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the people have their elective representatives in the House of 
Commons on their behalf. 

Admire the excellency of this well-fpamed constitution. The 
throne' is hereditary; otherwise in our nation the cabals for its 
successor would be endless and dangerous in a high degree. 
Absolute monarchy frequently degenerates into oppressive 
tyranny. But this is counteracted by the Lords ; they have 
power to defend the liberties of the land, for they are hereditary ; 
they cannot be deprived of their legislative authority; and 
from the same principle it is their interest also, and while these 
arbitrate between the King and the Commons, it is acknow- 
ledged that much oppression frequently arises, so corrupted is 
human nature, from the pride of aristocratic power. All these 
evils the Commons can correct ; the property of the nation is 
entirely entrusted with them ; while all the capricious conse- 
quences of a Bepublican spirit are corrected by the controlling 
power of the Lords and the executive authority of the Crown. 

ThuB we have all that which corrects the evils as they are 
found to exist in different forms of government, while the power 
and strength of all of them on our behalf are beautifully blended 
together and conjoined in one. 

Now let any one ask if we want a revolution, have we not 
had one already ? And a better we csmnot have ; it has stood 
the test of ages, and this is the best evidence of the utility of its 
effects. But it needs reformation, say some. Doubtless all 
things that are human need reformation. But oh, my dear 
hearers, beware of revolutions. Blessed be God that so much 
mildness and justice pervades every part of our executive 
government, notwithstanding some defects, whether real or 
supposed, so that we all sit under our vine and fig-tree, none 
daring to make us afraid. And here, while I have said what 
are our national advantages in the office of a king, I might 
observe somewhat further respecting the person of the king. 
Fulsome panegyrics would rather be a libel than a compliment ; 
where he is best known he is the most beluved. But, as we 
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need not call in the aids of flattery to prove our loyalty, I 
drop the hint and proceed. 

Let me next call to your recollection the scenes which have been 
exhibited in a neighbouring nation. Let their state be con? 
trasted with ours. Notwithstanding the long scourge of war, 
we know the happiness westiU enjoy. They once were blessed, 
with a king, and a patriotic king, as well as ourselves. He con- 
vened his subjects, and into their hands he resigned all the offen- 
sive prerogatives of the Crown. But, alas, their ingratitude ! 
When he found his kingly power annihilated all but in name no 
wonder if he attempted to regain so much of the power of the 
Crown which he had a right to enjoy, and which he only wished 
to exert for his people's good ; and for these supposed crimes he 
was led to the block, the murdered victim of the people's 
tyrannic pride, — for princes and people, such is the corruption of 
human nature, can play the tyrant by turns. And who rules 
them now ? What has all their revolutionary madness pro- 
duced among them ? Scarce the semblance of liberty has the 
present tyrant left them to enjoy. O let me, from these hints, as 
it respects the present state of the world, advise the most re- 
spectable company of soldiers I ever beheld to be well-grounded 
in the knowledge of our constitutional liberties, that you may 
all esteem it among the first of your privileges to stand forward 
in its defence. Thus equally defended from anarchy and slavery, 
may we be thankful and grateful for the privileges of the happy 
country in which we live. 

We have now sufficient evidence that the proud tyrant against 
whom we fight will never rest till every nation he can reach be- 
comes the abject slave of his ambitious power. We, therefore, 
must be ruined or resist. Still may you take courage and rest 
yourselves on God, Did you ever stand by the ocean after a 
tremendous storm ? Did you ever watch the vast impetuosity of 
the waves as they lift themselves up against those firm rocks 
appointed by Providence to resist the proudest of them ? Their 
resistance being made, they retire and are lost in the bed of the 
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ocean. So stand but for a while and yiew the present crisis of 
our public affairs, and I trust you will behold these proud waves 
that now attempt to dash themselves against our British shore 
retiring back again into that ocean ^m whence with so much 
impetuosity they arose, leaving nothing but their unavailing 
&oth behind. 

StiU, war is to be lamented as one of the greatest evils we pos- 
sibly can sastain, though almost just and righteous punishment 
from the hand of God. He has a right to chastise, and we have 
no right to complain. I well recollect what my heart felt when I 
first appeared in this place, and what a pensive sabbath I then 
spent, after the die was cast that war was to re-commence. I 
felt for our British youth exceedingly. I know the dangers 
and temptations they are exposed to in the military line, and 
what grace is needed to preserve them from those scenes of riot 
and dissipation which are infinitely more dangerous to the morals 
of the rising generation than the sword itself can be to their 
persons in the hottest day of battle. When people are given over 
to follow the corruptions of their polluted hearts, far more evils 
arise against themselves from the abounding profligacy of man- 
ners than can ever follow from the curse of war itself. that you, 
my dear young friends and protectors, may be mercifully protected 
and preserved from all those dangers to which you are now ex- 
posed ; that while you are showing a zeal so highly conmiendable 
in fighting for your king and your country's cause, you may 
never forget to take unto yourselves the whole armour of God, the 
shield of faith, the sword of the Spirit, the helmet of salvation ; 
that you may be enabled to fight the good fight of faith till you 
have finished the well-fought day, and ultimately are enabled 
to lay hold of eternal life. Such are the glorious blessings 
promised to the Christian soldier by that God who cannot lie ; 
the strength of His arm and the power of His love shall never be 
wanting to make us more than conquerors, while with holy con- 
fidence and devotedness of heart we rest our souls on Him. 

Of this I am well' persuaded, the Christian soldier is sure to 
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pxQV-e; thr best soldier. Hayisg- a well-grounded hope in tlie 
salvatioiL of the Lord Jesus, it is tlrrough Him that he can say, 
*' deatihy where is thy sting, O grave, where is thy victory ? " 
Thus, in holy *^ patience he can possess his soul;" when called ta 
face, the enemy he fears not, while he possesses an humble con* 
Mence that he shall ere long meet the face of Qod in peace. 
But enough of that which is merely introductory has already 
been set before you. Perhaps, if I had said less, I might have 
sadd too little; perhaps, if I should say more, I might say too 
much ; but considerations of much greater importance are before 
us in the words of the text. 

** Some trust in chariots and some in horses, but we will remem- 
ber the name of the Lord our Gk>d." 

While it is the highest enthusiasm to expect the accomplish- 
ment of the end. without the means, yet, on the other hand, it is 
the highest presumption to suppose that the end will be accom- 
plished without the due use of the means. Chariots and horses 
and all other implements of war must be provided while it is 
necessary that war should be waged. These may be law- 
fully provided, while it is only sinful to make an unlawful con- 
fidence of the use of the means needed for our defence. While, 
therefore, you deserve so well of the nation you stand forth to 
defend, yet still we trust not on you. Your prowess may be given 
over to rashness, and the wisdom of your counsels of war may 
be turned into foolishness. And though, according to all human 
probability, the folly of our nation could not be more conspicu- 
ous, were we to attempt to invade and conquer France, than 
theirs will prove, especially under our present preparations, and 
while we continue the masters of the sea, were they ever to 
attempt to invade the British shore ; yet still that we may not 
be punished for our presumption and our pride, ''we wiU remem- 
ber the name of the Lord our Gk)d." 

Thus the important part of the subject is now before us, and 
may this be impressed with the greatest solezDnity on all our 
minds. We never, however, can make GK)d the holy object of 
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our confidence, but as the infinite excellency of His divine 
nature is duly set before us. The majesty of His existence, as 
displayed in aU His attributes, is a subject far more glorious 
dian mortal minds can reach.. Yet when I come to consider the 
grandeur of His power, the infinity of His wisdom, the dignity 
of His justice, the condescension of His love, and every other 
attribute in which absolute perfection can possibly exist, and 
in which all that is holy, great, and good are at once conjoined, 
my mind is filled with reverence and awe ; and while I lie 
before Him as in the dust, yet when I consider that He has 
blessed me with those intellectual powers, whereby I can con- 
template all those excellent glories which exist in Him, I find a 
native dignity belonging to my own mind also, and feel myself 
proud that I exist in Him, that I am called to adore a Deity so 
infinitely glorious in Himself, that I can live under the smiles of 
His countenance, and under the existence of His almighty 
power. And if we are but enabled to acknowledge Him in all 
our ways, while we can readily believe on Him on all occasions, 
and humbly confide in Him throughout all our difficulties in 
life, how blessedly shall we feel our minds dignified and sup- 
ported by this our solemn faith in Him. 

We may next observe, that while the infinite existence of 
God is far beyond the reach of reason, yet every other idea of 
His existence is irrational and absurd. That which may be 
above our reason may still be rational in itself, and thus God 
has revealed Himself to man in that word which is our glory 
and our boast These things must be so from the nature of 
things themselves, and God cannot be otherwise than as He is 
thus revealed. 

And what is the natural conclusion which must be drawn 
from these considerations of the nature of Godi Why, 
that a Being infinitely independent in Himself can never 
stand in need of the most exalted services of any of His 
creatures, while all His creatures stand in momentary need of 
Him. Even your little children, who are living upon the bounty 
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of your paternal love, lay you under no obligations because they 
love and obey you. If their obedience be pleasing, yet they 
cannot add to your independent happiness by any poor attempts 
of service they may have to produce before you. You have no 
need of them, while without your supporting hand can they in 
no degree support themselves. 

Thus it stands between us and a holy and independent God, 
and the same ideas that are so deducible from the nature of 
God in Himself, present themselves before us in the revelation 
of His most holy law. In this law the Christian finds his 
supreme triumph and delight, being the transcript of God's 
most pure and holy mind and will to man. He can say with 
sacred joy, '* Lord, how I love Thy law, all the day long is my 
study therein," ** yea, he delights in the law of God after the 
inward man." And how can he do otherwise, for he finds it to 
be God's most gracious direction to man in his fallen state that 
man may find his restored happiness in Him. Now let my dear 
hearers attend to the delightful sound that comes from this 
most pleasant law, ** Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thine heart, with all thy mind, with all thy soul, and with all 
thy strength." In this most holy law we find our heaven itself, 
no better heaven can be found among angels themselves than 
what is to be found in a holy approbation of God. In short, 
what is to be conceived and understood by this law? The 
answer is, ^' Thy holy and intelligent powers shall find their 
complete happiness in Me. As I made thee according to thine 
original creation, so shalt thou delight thyself in Me. I will 
feed thine understanding with all that is wise and good, thy 
will shall be made happy by being brought into conformity to 
my will, and thine affections shall find their centre of blessed- 
ness in Me. I will rule in thine heart as the object of thy love, 
and fear, and joy, and bless thee with that peace within which 
passeth all understanding, and which keeps the heart and mind 
through Jesus Christ thy Lord.'* How wonderfully is this law 
calculated to purify the mind and lead the soul to Gbd ! 

10 
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Next to this we refer to the duties comiaaiidediof G-od between 
ourselves. *'Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thysel£'* "By 
this command heaven itself is brought down to men below. I 
feel at once that which nullifies all the animosities and con- 
fusions of the world, and annihilates all those miseries under 
which it groans. K these things were attended to, all wars 
would cease ; the cruel tyrant who knows no bounds to his 
ambition and his pride, and now opposes you, would oppose no 
more, he would cease to hate, and learn to love. ''The wolf 
would then dwell with the lamb, the leopard would lie down 
with the kid, and the calf, and the young lion, and the f atling 
together, and a little child should lead them." Such is the 
nature of the holy law of God, which has nothing but lovie as 
its object, supreme love to God for His own sake, subordinate 
love to man for God's sake. Let that love be in you which 
inspires love to all around you, and at once the leaven of malice 
and wickedness ceases to curse the human race, and all is settled 
into harmony and peace. 

When once our minds are blessed with this holy love, they 
will take a l^ge range indeed, all objects of human woe, how- 
ever wide extended, will become objects of our commiseration 
and subjects of our benevolence. All these social and relative 
duties, to which the God of providence according to our situa- 
tions in life may have directed our attention, will be noticed by 
the real Christian, as by one who knows it his duty to be *' holy 
in all manner of conversation." Mark the influence of these 
heavenly dispositions, where by the grace of God they are found 
to prevail ; look into your counting-houses, your shops, and 
throughout all your family connections. Does misery haunt you 
where love prevails 1 Where are the wise and affectionate 
husbands, the obedient and tender wives, the parents who rule 
their children in the fear of God ; the children who give honour 
to their parents with respectful reverence and fear, the masters 
who command with mildness, the servaats who obey with sim- 
plicity and singleness of heart as untorthe Lord^ aad^tiie brethran 
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and sistero who feel the influence of that unitii]^ lore which 
makds them all as one. Where, my de&r hearers, are these to 
be foimd ? Tfhy, among those who have this most blessed law of 
Gt>d, which in all its branches is but the law of love, written 
and engraven by God ELimself upon the tables of the human 
heart. Yes, this is that love, which proves itself to be "the 
fulfilling of the law." Even that love of God which, as the 
Apostle expresses it, is " shed abroad in the heart by the Holy 
Ghost, which is given unto us." Yet more than this does the 
excellent spirit of love^ so far as its divine influences shall pre 
vail, accomplish the universal good of man, which may be 
necessaiy to be brought forward, especially on the present 
occasion. The civil magistrate is described as '* the power that 
is ordained of God." He therefore is said to be "the minister 
of God for good," an avenger of that which is evil, a protector 
of that which is good ; and while he acts consistently with his 
office, he will frame his laws according to God's laws, being in 
themselves the most perfectly just and wise. This appears 
from the passage as it is now before us, " for this, thou 
shalt not commit adultery ; thou shalt not kill ; thou shalt not 
steal ; thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour ; 
thou shalt not covet ; and if there be any other commandment 
it is briefly comprehended in this, namely, thou shalt love thy 
neighbour as thyself. For love worketh no ill to our neighbour, 
therefore love is the fulfilling of the law." All good magistrates, 
therefore, to whom God has given " grace to execute justice and 
maintain truth," will regulate their laws according to Gx)d's 
laws, because they are the ministers of God for good. Hence 
it appears that all good government centres in God, and pro- 
ceeds from God. What magistrate will act with oppression 
and tyranny who acts under God ; and what persons can be 
tumultuous, seditious, and murderous, or who can bear the evils 
of anarchy and riot, who fear and love the Lord our God? 
Hence it is, we are bold to say, that the best Christian will ev6r 
prove himself the best magistrate and the best subject; and hvw 
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can they be otherwise while they are blessed with the fruits of 
the Spirit, which are love, joy^ peace, long-saffering, gentleness, 
goodness, faith (all springing from an holy faith and confidence 
in Christ), meekness, temperance ; and how can these be under 
the influence of wrath, clamour, malice, and evil-speaking, and 
a variety of such abominable evils as are found to rule the 
hearts of all those who know not GK>d ? 

Now jBrom this short review of the nature of God in Himself, 
iroxa the revelation of Gbd's holy mind and will to man in His 
law, and from the happy effects all these things must produce 
when duly applied on the minds of men is it possible that even 
scepticism itself can dare to deny the matter of fact that these 
things are so evidently true that they cannot be otherwise, being 
also perfectly analogous to the nature of G-od, and to the nature 
of man as a creature of God, so that he cannot be happy but as 
he is found in obedience to those laws, which are so wise in 
themselves and so blessed in their consequences whenever they 
are obeyed ? Or am I to believe that an infinitely holy God has 
a design to bend down the sceptre of His law to the polluted 
state of man, and allow a somewhat of evil in man, though un- 
allowable in itself, only because he finds in himself those evil 
propensities which he is inclined to gratify from time to time ? 
Let this system of halfway infidelity only be admitted, and at 
once the barrier is broken down. If we are thus permitted to 
resign the half, we shall [next find that unqualified infidelity 
will dem«uid the whole. We shall next be told that a something, 
a nobody knows what, but he is to be called a God, has made 
man the strange corrupted beast, the Satanic creature he now 
appears to be ; that " personal interest or self-love is the only 
and universal criterion of the merit of human actions," and that 
after all the talk about religion there is no knowing whether 
there be any difference between good and evil, virtue and vice. 
And are these the hateful Hes that are to pass for truth ? Is this 
the folly that is to be denominated wisdom ? Are we to cast 
away laws like ours for such lawless and blasphemous sugges- 
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tions as theirs, my friends and brethren ! 0, consider only that 
you may dread the curse of infidelity [as it has appeared in a 
neighbouring nation. "Who is not struck with the anarchy and 
confusion and wide-spreading desolation which has been created 
thereby ! And above all things dread the consequences of an 
infidel spirit among yourselves. Of this I am most thoroughly 
persuaded, the Bible is the best bulwark of the land. Let man 
cease to be restrained and ruled by the laws of God ; let him 
become a law to himself, and the fatal torrent of iniquity will 
bear down all before it, while the feeble laws of man attempt in 
vain to withstand the lawless violence of the human heart. 

Again I observe the very essence and soul of civilisation is 
alone to be found in the Word of God. Look at the real Chiis- 
tian, when regulated by those rules as before described. Next 
view the philosophic infidel, read their lives and see who is best 
governed. Even that low infidel, Mr. Paine, if Mr. is to be 
applied to one of his detested caste, well knew that his first work 
was to make an outcry against that book which God has revealed 
against the wickedness of mankind.* Give me the man who be- 
lieves the Bible and has a holy reverence for itg sacred truths, 
and let him then live in sin if he can. 

Another consideration arises from what has already been 
observed, how corrupt the heart of man must be when it is found 
in rebellion against a law so well designed for the Creator's 
glory and the creature's good ; against a Being who is the foun- 
tain of excellency in Himself, and from whose fulness and grace 
all that is good in man so richly flows. 

* It seems that most daring incendiary, whose design was to make us as 
miserable in England by his mad politics as they have made themselves in 
France, was originally a native of Thetford, in Norfolk. His parents were decent 
and creditable, belonging to the people called Quakers, Their profession was 
that of staymakers, and Thomas, their son, was their apprentice. But not 
having sufficient scope for knavery in that profession, he turned pettifogger. 
After he had done for himself by his villany in these parts he went to America. 
From thence, also, he was obliged to decamp, and is now, as I have been lately 
informed, in France, a mere vulgar pot-house sot. This is the oracle who is 
to Teform the world in politics and religion. 
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Surely, you will admit thai a Being who is in Himself infinitely 
holy ought to- possess the supreme love of our hearts, and that 
every intolLtgemt heing should make Him the entire object of 
their delight. If I disregard Gt)d, I disregard all that is good, 
not only in a religious, but even in a civil point of view. Now 
what a remedy must be needed when man's nature is under the 
power of such a deep disease ? This brings us to another point, 
and here, blessed be God, the word of revelation proves our surest 
and, indeed, our only guide. For all these mercies we are in- 
debted alone to Gk)d, our great ^Redeemer. Man by transgression 
had set at nought the righteous government of Q-od while 
"the wrath of God stood revealed from Heaven against all un- 
godliness and unrighteousness of men,'' and justice in Ged, for 
aught we know to the contrary, might have remained eternally 
inexorable in itself ; nor could we ever have comprehended what 
is to be considered as justice in God towards our fallen race 
unless Christ had ** suffered, the just for the unjust, that He might 
bring us to Qt)d. " Here * * mercy and truth have met together, while 
righteousness and peace have kissed each other." And while 
some suppose that the doctrine of free forgiveness will lead to 
licentiousness and a presumptuous frame of mind, yet others can 
testify that they know and feel just the reverse. While we are 
thankful to our Holy Bedeemer that we are bought with a price, 
yet our conclusion is not what others have concluded for us, but 
" that we are now no longer our own, and consequently are con- 
strained to glorify God in our bodies and spirits, which are His." 
I therefore read in the doctrine of man's redemption his full 
and entire dedication to God, we are solemnly made the temples 
of the Holy Ghost thereby. 

How intimately connected, therefore, is the doctrine of the 
sanctification of our natures to that of the redemption of our 
souls by the atonement of our most holy Redeemer. First, I 
ask what can win to such loving and such lasting obedience to 
God as that of pardoning love and mercy, through Jesus Christ ? 
Who can resist such motives to obedience as are to be found in 
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words like these : ** God so loved the world that He gave 'His 
only-begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him fihould not 
perish, but have everlasting life " ? Can such have a wish to 
' * continue in sin that grace may abound ? " aU that is within 
them abhors the thought, and at once they cry, " God forbids 
how shall they that are dead unto sin live any longer therein ? '' 
forthev who believe '* are -crucified with Christ, and hereby it 
is that the world is crucified unto them, and they unto the 
world;" *' they are dead, and their lives are hid with Christ 
in God." Thus every justified sinner must feel himself sancti- 
fied and given up to God. He lives under the agency of tha* 
spirit whereby *' Christ is formed within him the hope of glory," 
and whereby the divine nature is implanted, and how can those 
who are under an influence so divine do otherwise than live to 
God, like those who are alive from the dead. 

Here, again, we can make our boast in the Lord ; hypocrites 
there always were, and will be ; yet, notwithstanding, we have 
happily evidence in abundance that the transformation of the human 
mind into the divine image is not only faithfully promised, but 
effectually performed. Lions are turned into lambs, and monsters 
in human shape are converted into men ; by a manifestation of 
those divine effects as truly renders them to be '* new creatures 
in Christ Jesus our Lord," they are "turned from darkness to 
light, from the power of Satan unto God." '* Being once dead 
in trespasses and sins, yet now are they quickened, and are raised 
up together to sit in heavenly places in Christ Jesus our Lord ; '^ 
and while some would absuxdlv explain away the truth of all 
these Scriptural expressions, so well calculated to set forth the 
nature and dignity of the holy change, as being nothing more 
than a set of unmeaning metaphors, yet, blessed be God, if 
possible, we know that we have more than proof, while we enjoy 
such an abundance of evidence of the reality of thealmighty 
power which accomplishes such wonders of grace and holiness on 
the hearts of thousands. This, and this alone, deserves to be 
denominated true reHgion, and all besides is nothing better than . 



152 

mere vanity and idle form. Tt is on this Almighty Being we fix 
our most solemn dependence from day to day ; here we have a 
f oimdation to build upon which can never give way ; an arm of 
strength to defend us that can never fail On the oath and 
promises of our God we cast the anchor of our hope and triumph, 
as the Psalmist did, '* We wiU remember the name of the Lord 
our God." Thus have we been contemplating the glories of His 
nature, the excellencies of His law, and the blessings of His 
gospel for the restoration and recovery of our ruined race. Adopt, 
then, the solemn vow, " We will remember the name of the Lord 
our God ;" remember Him as thus described in all His attributes, 
conjoined with those displays of mercy through the redemption 
of God our Saviour. Give Him your hearts, my dear hearers, 
and the work is done ; and you will never, never forget — whether 
you appear in military array, or whether you fight under the 
banner of the cross, against the corruptions of the human heart — 
this sacred resolve, " We will remember the name of the Lord 
our God.'' But ere I conclude I have yet another observation to 
make. God has appointed the use of certain means for the ac- 
complishment of the good designed for man. 1 request you, 
therefore, to consider this most essential and important admoni- 
tion ; *'Eemember the Sabbath-day, and keep it holy ! " 

Oh, the profanation of the Sabbath ! and, I had almost said, 
the infinite evils produced thereby. And will they not be infi- 
nite in the direful consequences of their future effects ? Even in 
a political point of view, we discover that every nation rises or 
falls according as the Sabbath-day is kept or profaned among 
them ; if the service of God be neglected on the day of His own 
appointment it is sure to be neglected altogether, and it is a 
decided matter of fact that the common rules of civilisation begin 
to decay where the Christian dispensation is brought into neg- 
lect. In Christianit}' alone the highest state of civilisation is to 
be found. Look with holy pity on that nation which for a while 
had erased their Sabbath from their calendar, with the impious 
design that the name of Christianity might be forgotten through- 
out the land. And still look on the cold consent granted by their 
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arbitrary monarch to observe the day, among the few " super- 
stitious fools " who yet believe in Christ. 

And of how little consequence is the cold and formal attend- 
ance of a certain few, while stiU neglected churches and crowded 
theatres, even on the Sabbath-day, uuiversally abound. And 
how inconsistently are we acting even in our own country, while 
we are crying down the effects of infidelity in France, and yet 
support the cause of infidelity among ourselves by adopting the 
same profanation on that sacred day. Can the great people of 
the land set us a worse example than what we have from them, 
in the neglect of aU that is decent and orderly before God and 
man ? And can anything be so unwise, to make a wanton use 
of that day, to teach you, my friends, the use of arms, especially 
while the evils of Sabbath-breaking, even in common society, are 
so perpetually before us ? I am persuaded that many of you 
fear God, and that you had much rather make a costly sacrifice 
of your time than a painful sacrifice of your conscience, and the 
law defends you in your upright and conscientious choice ; in 
cases of emergency or absolute necessity the point is at once 
decided ; but till those hours of extreme necessity demand your 
attention, " Bemember the Sabbath-day, and keep it holy.*' 
While you are all in arms you are in sworn allegiance to your 
earthly sovereign ; forget not your allegiance to the King of 
Kings and Lord of Lords j it is His command for your good, and 
while obeyed it will be our nation's glory. 

Our text concludes with this remark : ** They are brought 
down and fallen ; but we are risen and stand upright." 

The unhappy state of our enemies proves the bad consequences 
of their infidelity against themselves. While our enemies can 
demand such a plenty of plunder from abroad, as a nation of 
powerful barbarians they can never be happy at home. I believe 
that no nation upon earth can conquer our nation, while we are 
preserved by some general attention to the fear of God. We 
must first begin to destroy ourselves by our dissolute manners 
before we can be destroyed by others. I am sure that nothing 
•can preserve our land but a humble, reverential fear of God. 



154 

Thus, my dear friends, have I taken upon me iihankfallj and 
gratefully to address you. I know your dangers ; the human 
heart is most deceitful and wicked, and I pray GFod to preserve 
you from all its evils. Your temptations are many and various. 
You will be too frequently called to consort with those who fear 
not God. *' Evil communications corrupt good manners ;" while 
'* the filthy conversation of the wicked '* has a sad tendency to 
defile and taint the mind ; and when once that lovely purity and 
chastity has been violated, which is the ornament of our youth- 
ful days, all that is most hateful and abominable before God and 
man will next succeed : the wretched captive becomes the abject 
slave of passion — the grief of all that know him ; while he is 
given over to be a seK-tormentor, through the prevalence of all 
that is filthy and vile, the miserable victim of his polluted and 
deceived heart. 

fly! fly! my beloved youths, from that counsel which 
causeth you to err. Such as can scoff at your integrity will ad- 
mire your firmness. There is a dignity inspired by the fear of 
God that shall enable you to stand high above the fear of man^ 
and never allow you to be put to the blush before the proudest 
of those who have nothing left them, but like ''fools to make a 
mock of sin," and '* to glory in their shame." 

Having thus addressed you in the fear of God, excuse the 
feebleness of this my humble attempt, and accept this free-will 
offering as that which comes from the heart and spirit of one 
who loves you for your zeal, and prays constantly for your pro- 
tection before Him who is our confidence and strength. May 
more than the profession — ^the possession of Christianity be the 
glory and blessing of all your hearts. Let this be the principal 
ornamental character that belongs to you — that you may fear 
God and reverence His word. Thus may you all live to give 
glory to His great name ; and may all the praise be ascribed to 
Him from whom all our protection is vouchsafed. Yea, may the 
richest abundance of His blessing be upon you for His name' a 
sake. Amen. 
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They helped every one his neighbour, and every one said unto his brother, 
** Be of good courage I " — Isaiah xlv. 6. 

Chbistian Bbethben, — ^Not much more than twelve months 
ago did I congratulate you from the place where I now stand 
on the restoration of peace, and earnestly recommended the 
cultivation of the blessing in your private, social, and public 
capacity. Whence, then, comes it to pass, that my present address 
must be of so different a complexion ? For what reasons are we 
called to exchange the pacific strain which we then indulged, 
for the sound of the trumpet and the clangour of arms? Has 
peace ceased to possess her usual charms, or have we lost our 
relish for the mild and inoffensive spirit of Christianity ? No, 
an enemy hath done this ! We are called to arm in defence of 
'* our brethren, of our sons, of our daughters, of our wives, and 
of our houses." A foreign foe, elate with con(|uest, wishes to 
lead us also in the train of his captives. We are to be devas- 
tated with fire and sword : we are to be immolated on the altar 



156 

of his ambition : we are to be pulled down from that high sta- 
tion which we have for ages held among the nations of tlie 
earth. In this situation, with such tremendous evils in view, 
the passage which I have just read points out the conduct you 
are to pursue. *' They helped every one his neighbour, and 
every one said unto his brother, Be of good courage !** 

Eminently social is the nature of man. No sooner had Adam 
been created by the Divine Being and placed in the garden of 
Eden, than Eve was produced to bear him company. And 
with respect to the first origin of society, we may infer, from the 
earliest accounts, that men quickly formed themselves into a 
community. Bulers were appointed, laws were instituted, and 
the most likely measures adopted to secure and promote the 
public weKare. Indeed, man, taken alone, abstracted from his 
species, is a feeble and wretched being. It may be questioned, 
how far either our faculties or our passions would evolve them- 
selves, without the aid of society ? But by our intercourse with 
each other, the divine spark of intellect is elicited, the glow of 
affection is lighted up, the whole energy of our nature bounds 
forth to action. Hence, in our social capacity, our joys are 
multiplied, and our sorrows divided. In prosperity we are more 
enlivened, in adversity less depressed. This history, sacred and 
profane, teaches, this experience, both private and public, abun- 
dantly testifies. '* They helped every one his neighbour, and 
every one said unto his brother, Be of good courage !" 

But at so awM a crisis as the present, it will be asked, in 
what respects may " every one help his neighbour ? " What 
assistance can we render ? How can it be best accomplished ? 
A variety of answers might be returned ; but not to distract the 
attention, three modes of benefiting our country present them- 
selves to our consideration. We may proffer our advice, our 
bodily strength, and every necessary proportion of our worldly 
property. 

We may proffer our advice, and thus essentially help our 
neighbour. In a thousand occurrences of life are we glad to 
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avail ourselves of the counsel of others. And indeed it is a cha- 
racteristic of the wise man^ laid down by a sacred writer, that 
we lean not to our own understanding. In the multitude of 
counsellors, we are also assared, there is safety. If, then, as to 
the ordinary occurrences of life, we are profited by the advice 
of others, let us not undervalue it when our country is thus en- 
dangered. How many topics of advice might be suggested ? 
How many admonitions arise out of the awful circumstances in 
which we are placed ? May we not, for instance, advise our 
neighbour to read the page of British history, and mark the 
conduct of their ancestors on a similar occasion ? When the 
Spanish Armada arose in its strength to crush our native isle, 
when they covered the seas with their huge and unwieldly ves- 
sels, when they had employed every means which malignity 
could devise to accomplish their object, Britons were not dis- 
mayed, they met the evil full in the face, they went forth to 
conquer their enemies, and, under the blessing of Heaven, never 
was there a more decisive victory ! 

"Now did Thine arm, O God of hosts, 

Now did Thine arm shine dazz'ling bright ; 
The sons of might their hands had lost, 
And men of blood forgot to fight !" 

Let every one therefore "help his neighbour," by advising 
him to cherish that temper which best befits the occasion. Let 
that disposition be recommended, which our forefathers exhi- 
bited, and in the exercise of which they ultimately triumphed. 
The mention of such instances of valour will always produce an 
effect. As an electric shock rouses and promotes a brisker cir- 
culation in the animal frame, so the recital of the deeds of our an- 
cestors will diffuse throughout the soul a more intense desire for 
exertion and activity. It is indeed wonderful what a sympa- 
thetic communication is excited, and to what acts of heroism we 
may be roused ! On the other hand, to withhold our cheering 
and animating advice at such a time as the present, may have 
the most pernicious effect on the mind of our neighbour. He 
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may oonBtme our silence into a disapprobation of the hcmourabie 
ofluse in wbieh we are engag^ ; or he may Buppoee it to arise 
from a spirit of cowardice and dejection. In either case, such a 
snllenness of diq>o»tion may shed a deadly influence on the 
energies of our country. Avoid, then, so suspicious, abhor so 
degrading a mode of conduct. Let us descant on the noble 
principles which lead us to repel the invaders of our native isle, 
let^ us rouse every dormant passion, let us go forth to disappoint 
the hopes and frustrate the intentions of the enemy. 

I am aware that the grand leading advice reelecting the best 
mode of defending ourselves must be sought from the legis- 
lative wisdom of the country. Thence we are to expect it. And 
indeed, already, measures have been taken for our safety, with a 
foresight and an activity worthy the occasion. This leads me 
to remark, that " every one is to help his neighbour," not only 
by his advice, but also by proffering his bodily strength. Should 
the enemy persevere in their iniquitous designs, we must oppose 
force to force in order to ensure our safety. 

That war is a serious calamity will not be denied. The 
moralist and the divine have lifted up their voice against it in 
all ages, and have jiustly exposed it to the abhorrence of the 
world. And yet such is the violence of the passions, such the 
pride and ambition of certain individuals, that offences must 
come ! The pages of sacred and profane history are crowded 
with these deeds of ferocity. This circumstance we mention not 
by way of apology. Offensive war is to be condemned without 
hesitation. But no law, himian or divine, condemns resistance 
against an invading enemy. This would be to invite hostility 
on the part of the aggressor — this would be to encourage every 
outrage on the community — ^this would be to sanction the perpe- 
tration of every species of villany. As to the words of our 
blessed Saviour's Sermon on the Mount, ** Eesist not evil — who- 
soever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other 
also," &c., they may either refer to the peculiar condition of the 
Apostles in the first ages of Christianity, or they may be intended 
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to discourage an excessive resentment against those who ofEend 
us. Dr. Doddridge considers the expressions as having. beeoa 
prorerbially used in these times merely to indicate a meek sub- 
mission to injuries and a&onts. A denomination of Christians, 
respectable as a body, are therefore mistaken in thinking them- 
selves justified in condemning all resistance to the infliction of 
injury. !Reason and revelation jointly authorise us to ward off 
the evils which threaten our felicity. The great law of self- 
preservation has not been abrogated by the promulgation of 
Christianity. Though, at the same time, we readily confess that 
the diffusion of Christian principles will, by first diminishing 
the number and finally destroying the very existence of off ences, 
ensure the universal peace and happiness of the world. 

Help, then, every one his neighbour by proffering his 
bodily strength for mutual defence and protection. You are 
called not to acts of aggression ; you put forth your energies 
in behalf of yourselves and your families. You rise in de- 
fence of ever3rthing dear to humanity. Your persons, your 
lives, your liberties, your possessions are all at stake ! Another 
month may involve you in irretrievable ruin. Exert yourselves, 
then, with all your might, continue to buckle on your armour 
with alacrity, show the enemy that you will not tamely sub- 
mit to a foreign yoke, in a word, prefer death before slavery ! 
Degrading is every kind of slavery, but to be the slave of men 
who have in ages past trembled at our very name is the con- 
summation of disgrace and misery. Join, then, the ranks of your 
brave countrymen. Mardi forth to meet an enemy whose injus- 
tice and oppression have become proverbial throughout the 
world. Go forth, my fellow-subjects, and the God of armies be 
with you ! Methinks I already hear the acdamations of 
triumph, the shouts of victory I 

But once more, every one may help his neighbour in yielding 
up a portion of liis propert}'. That the preparations which have 
been and are now making to keep off the enemy will incur a 
great expense must be expected. It is impossible it should be 
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otherwise. Our resources must be augmented and our means of 
defence multiplied. The single articles of arms and ammuni- 
tion must be a source of incredible expense. It is, indeed, 
thought by some that the prime object of our enemies is to in- 
jure our finances, and thus facilitate our ruin. But we must let 
them know that each, bearing cheerfully his burden, their dia- 
bolical intention will be frustrated. We have heads to devise, 
and hands to labour in oiir several occupations. While health 
and strength remain, means of subsistence cannot fail us. The 
common cause should impel us to a more than ordinary degree 
of industry, that we may have it in our power to make every 
necessary sacrifice. Besides, the present contest is to determine 
whether any property at all shaU be left us. Should the designs 
of the enemy succeed, we lose the proud rank we now sustain 
among the commercial nations of the earth. Public credit will 
sink, the efforts of industry be paralysed, and we shall be en- 
gulphed in the torpor of despondency. In the poignancy of our 
grief we shaU wring our hands, we shall gaze on each other 
with silent astonishment Does it require a moment's considera- 
tion whether wejgive up cheerftdly a necessary proportion of our 
property to our lawful governors or whether we part with the 
whole to a cruel and an usurping enemy ! It would be insulting 
yoiu* understandings to dweU any longer on the subject. Suffice 
it to say, that as your rulers will not, in prudence, unnecessarily 
augment your burdens, already sufficiently heavj', neither will 
you be backward to yield up a portion in common with your 
fellow-subjects. Means of defence cannot be taken without 
expense, and that in a thousand different ways, but mea^s of 
defence alone can save the country. 

Such, then, are the modes in which every man is now called 
upon to help his neighbour. Let us advise and counsel each 
other, that we meet the contest with composure and dignity. 
Let us steadily oppose the progress of the enemy meditating 
our destruction. Let us cheerfully aid the government of our 
country, in def ] aying necessary expenses ; for the appellations 
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protectors and protected imply mutual duties, which ought to be 
recognised and discharged. 

Having thus explained the first part of this passage, **They 
helped every one his neighbour," let us proceed to the con- 
sideration of the remaining clause, *' and every one said unto his 
brother, Be of good courage ! " 

The virtue of courage implies the existence of danger, as the 
duty of resignation supposes the individual subjected to suffer- 
ing. And who can denyjthe^'prevalence of danger, when this 
island is menaced with invasion? Never, perhaps, at any 
former period were the inhabitants of Britain exposed to more 
imminent danger. The enemy is desperate. Other nations the 
Erench Consul has humbled and laid prostrate at his feet ! But we 
have expelled him from^Egypt, thus arresting him in his career 
towards the conquest of the world! He longs, therefore, to pour 
forth the vials of his wrathppon this island. No means, how- 
ever base and dishonourable, will be left unemployed to accom- 
plish his favourite purpose. He wishes to strike a decisive blow. 
He aims at nothing less than our destruction. But, Britons, be of 
good courage; there are considerations calculated to cheer us 
when about to repel an invading enemy. 

Recollect, then, Britons, your cause is a good cause. The 
human mind is either elevated or depressed by the views which 
it entertains of its own condition. Engaged in the prosecution 
of an object which will not bear investigation, the full energies 
of the soul will not bend to its attainment. Doubt and hesita- 
tion wiU prevail ; and their chilling influence retards every 
operation. This truth is exemplified in the intercourses of life ; 
and holds good in a variety of respects. But, in gthe article of 
war, it is almost indispensable to victory. Hence the^leaders of 
armies endeavour to inspire their soldiers with the justice of 
their cause ; hence the purport of the address usually made to 
them at the njoment when they are about to rush on the enemy. 
I am not speaking of the justice of the principles on which war 
is generally undertaken, in most cases they are unjustifiable ; and 
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in Gveiy contest both sides cannot be right. But in Hiq present 
instance we are acting purely on the defensire ; and resistance 
to invading foes will, both in the eye of God and man, admit of 
the fullest justification. Tou are not called to carry fire and 
sword into other countries, you are not engaged to rayag^ a 
foreign land, you have not taken up arms to injure or destroy 
the rights of your fellow-creatures. No, you are acting in j'our 
own defence ; you are preserving from destruction that territory, 
those privileges, and the numerous blessings which Providence 
hath g^ven you, as a rich present both to yourselves and to your 
posterity. If any cause on earth can inspire courage, surely this is 
the cause 1 It is worthy of all our efforts ; it is entitled to our 
most strenuous exertions. Tread, then, with firm step ; proceed, 
unshaken, in the accomplishment of your patriotic purposes. 
^* Should such a man as I flee ? Who is there that, being as I 
am, would go into the temple to save his life ? I will not go in. 
If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand forget its cun- 
ning. If I do not remember thee, let my tongue cleave to the 
roof of my mouth, if I prefer not Jerusalem above my chief joyJ' 
Again, Britons, be of good courage, for you have not neglected 
those means, which ought, in such circumstances, to be taken. 
Had the enemy come upon us unawares, so as to take us by sur- 
prise, then we should have had abundant reason for dismay. 
But our foes, having months ago intimated their design, and 
•shown, by their continued preparations, that they are resolved 
to carry their design into execution, time has been given us to 
prepare for their reception. Our army and our navy have been 
augmented. Most of our countrymen are training for the re- 
pulsion of the foe. Few are the individuals, capable of bearing 
arms, who have not come forward with alacrity. Our coasts, 
also, are narrowly watched by day and by night ; and beacons 
have been erected along our shores at proper distances, by 
which an immediate notice can be given of the approach of the 
«aemy. With these precautions what have we to fear? In 
these means of defence we ought to cherish a degree of con- 
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fidence. TKe very redecidoiL tliat we have taken such defenaiye 
measures must inspire us with, courage. Look round, then, 
Britons ! on your native land, thus prepared on every side for 
the attacks of the enemy. At former periods of our history we, 
in the hour of danger, put ourselves into a similar posture of 
defence ; our enemies were discomfited, we led on our armies 
to victory ! 

To cherish a spirit of courage'when no means have been taken 
for our safety might be justly deemed rashness and presump- 
tion ; it would be the height of madness and of folly. Whilst, on 
the other hand, employing the means which reason suggests at 
so awful a crisis, not to rely on these means would be a species 
of insanity. The connection of means with an end is warranted 
hy the soundest philosophy. Think of this in. the hour of 
danger, revolve it in your minds at this perilous moment It 
will banish fear, increase confidence, and impel to the vigorous 
discharge of the duties which you owe your country. 

Lastly, Britons, be of good courage, for you look up to 
Heaven for its blessing ! I have already expatiated on the 
justice of your cause, and on the proper means taken for mutual 
defence and protection. But all will be of little avail should the 
Supreme Being withhold His approbation. "The race," says 
the wisest of men, " is not to the swift, nor the battle to the 
strong, nor riches to men of understanding." Let everything 
be done with submission to the will of Heaven. " The Lord 
reigneth ! He increaseth the nations, and destroyeth them. God 
is Judge, He putteth down one, and setteth up another. He is 
a great King over all the earth, He hath prepared His throne in 
the heavens, and His kingdom ruleth over alL" 

And have we not some reason to hope and trust in this great 
Being at the present alarming crisis ? As men, as Britons, as 
Christians, ought we not most devoutly to implore His presence 
and blessing ? No country under heaven has been more dis- 
tinguished for its natural, civil, and religious advaa^ages. " Our 
lot is fallen unto us in pleasant places, and we have a goodly 
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heritage." Our lovely island, distributed into hill and dale, 
has within its bosom eyeiything necessary for the subsistence 
and comfort of its inhabitants. Its soil is fertile, its climate 
temperate, its produce marked by an endless variety. 

Its government likewise is of that mixed kind which seems best 
calculated, by avoiding the evil of extremes, to secure the 
greatest portion of good to those who live under it. However 
capable of improvement, as everything human is, we know that 
it is in every respect highly favourable to practical liberty. The 
Eevolution of 1688 ascertained our rights with greater precision, 
and placed them on a firmer foundation. We all feel the benefit 
resulting &om that memorable change; but Protestants, and 
Protestant Dissenters, cannot look back to it without exultation 
and joy. 

The religion professed in this country is Christianity. We 
are neither involved in the shades of paganism nor are we bowing 
down at the shrines of idolatry ! The doctrines, the preceptu, 
the institutions of the Gospel of Jesus Christ have, for centuries 
past, been made known in our land. '^ The glad tidings of great 
joy have been proclaimed, and our ears have heard the joyful 
sound." Besides, having the free and full exercise of the right 
of private judgment in religious matters, we are left at liberty to 
form our own sentiments, and to put in practice our own mode 
of worshipping the Deity. Inestimable privilege ! unspeakable 
blessing ! Adopting, therefore, a pure and rational system of 
f«ith, our whole business is to see that it operates to the purifi- 
cation of the soul, and to its preparation for the blessedness of 
heaven. And shall we, Britons, heedlessly suppose that the 
Deity, having bestowed upon us such natural, civil, and religious 
advantacces, will abandon us to the ravages of a merciless and 
brutal enemy ? Por ages have we enjoyed the blessing of God 
upon our country, and He will not forsake us in this our hour 
of difficulty. Repenting of all our sins, and confiding in His 
mercy, we shall still dwell under the shadow of His winge. 
Trusting in Him with our whole hearts, and turning from all 
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our iniquities, He will not consign us over to the devouring 
sword ! No, He is a lover of righteousness and a hater of 
iniquity. Hath not Jehovah said, ** If My people, which are 
called by My name, shall humble themselves, and pray and seek 
My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from 
heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land ! Say ye 
not then, A confederacy, to all them to whom this people shall 
say, A confederacy, neither fear ye their fear, nor be a&aid. 
Sanctify the Lord of Hosts Himself, and let Him be your fear, 
and let Him be your dread, and He shall be your sanctuary." 

In times past^ even the most eventful on record, has the 
Supreme Being wrought deliverances for Britain ! Witness the 
Spanish Armada (already noticed) when their proud vessels 
" sank as lead in the mighty waters ! " This deliverance is 
mentioned in preference to others, for the case is in point. The 
enemy vaunted himself proudly, our lives aad our liberties were 
in imminent danger, they stood trembling on the edge of a 
precipice, and a step more would have sealed their destruction ! 
Let US humbly look up to God for similar aid, and certain will 
be our deliverance. However dark may be our prospect in 
some respects, however lowering the horizon, in the mooint 
of dange^ is seen the efl&cacy of Divine interposition. ** Some 
trust in chariots and some in horses, but we will remember the 
name of the Lord our God." The shields of the earth belong 
unto God. He is greatly exalted. Only when the host goeth 
forth against their enemies, then keep thee from every wicked 
thing. " Upon Mount Zion shall be deliverance, and there shaU 
be holiness, and the house of Jacob shall possess their 
possessions." 

Such, then, are the grounds on which I call you, my brethren, 
to be of good courage. The cause in which you are now engaged is 
seK-preservation — or rather the protection of your lives and your 
liberties — of yourselves and your families from irremediable de- 
struction. The means that have been taken by our rulers, both 
among the army and the navy, as well as among our countrymen in 
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general, are most Kkely to ensure the public safety : and lastly, 
we must not forget the serious professions we are this day making- 
of our fervent regard to the blessing of Heaven. And will not 
these reasons justify the cherishing of courage ? To be dejected, 
in spite of such considerations, would argue a strange insensi- 
bility — it would be suppressing the best and most generous 
emotions of the human heart. " They helped every one his neigh- 
bour; and everyone said unto his brother. Be of good cour- 
age." This, I flatter myself, will be your conduct. May these 
sentiments find an echo in every heart ! 

I close this Address by congratulating you and the rest of 
my countrymen on a circimistance which may give joy to us all — it 
is, that a spirit of unanimity pervades all ranks and descriptions 
of people on this important occasion. Whatever dissensions, re- 
ligious or political, may have prevailed, they are now no more ! 
The rancorous spirit of party is laid asleep — ^would to God that I 
could say it was for ever extinguished ! We forget our lines of 
discrimination, that we may join hand and heart in the salvation 
of our country ! A pleasing proof of the truth of this declaration 
respecting our unanimity is, that the Prayer drawn up for the 
use of the Established Church this day has a clause indicative of 
their good wishes for those who dissent from that Establishment. 
Indeed, happy would it be were this spirit of love and unity 
cherished on all occasions! Religion and good, government 
would then diffuse more widely its blessings. 

" Behold, how good and pleasant it is for brethren to dwell 
together in unity!*' "Many things," says Bishop Home, 
" are good which are not pleasant, and many pleasant which 
are not good. But unity among brethren, whether civil 
or religious, is productive both of profit and pleasure. Of 
profit, because therein consist the welfare and security of every 
society. Of pleasure, because mutual love is the source of delight, 
and the happiness of one becomes, in that case, the happiness of 
all ! It is imity which gives beauty as well as strength to the 
State, which renders the Ohurch at the same time fair as the 
moon, and terrible as an army with banners." 
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The spirit of unanimity may be compared to that powerful 
cement which, renders material substances hard enough to be 
polished, and thus makes them subservient to the useful and 
ornamental arts of life. Without that cohesive property, even 
the precious metals themselves would be of little service to man- 
kind. Thus it is in the moral and political world — ^without 
unanimity everything would remain loose and unconnected, run- 
ning into disorder and confusion. It is this which imparts fomn 
and beauty to every design, life and permanency to every plan.. 
It is indeed so essential a virtue, that it may be pronounced the 
parent of innumerable benefits to every community. But, blessed 
be Grod, this unanimity is ours, and that in a degree scarcely 
ever known at a former period in our history. Is it not th^i a 
token for good ? May it not be regarded as an indication of the 
Divine favour towards this nation ? "Would it be too much to 
add, that it is almost a sure proof that Heaven is on our side,, 
and that He will give us a favourable issue to the contest ? In 
examining the history of other nations, the want of unanimity 
preceded their destruction. The disunion of their constituent 
parts was followed by their entire dissolution. In ancient times- 
thus fell Qxeece and Home ; in modem times Holland and Switz- 
erland! Bejoice then, Britain! that there is no want of 
union amongst your happy tribes —this symptom of decay — this- 
forerunner of dissolution — this purple spot of death cannot be- 
found on this your country. Cherish devoutly that portion of 
health and vigour which remains, and all things will be well ! 
Methinks I already see you having repelled the enemy from your 
shores — ^returning back to your wives — to your families — to your 
habitations — amidst the acclamations of the multitude, and 
your brows encircled with the laurels of victory ! 

** This northern isle, our native land, 
lies safe in the Almighty's hand ; 
Our foes of victory dream in vain, 
And own the captivating chain." 

Finally, you recollect the well-known fable of the dying father 
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calling Ills children round his bed, recommending them concord 
and unity, and, above all, cautioning them against falling out 
with each other. Having a bundle of rods, he gave it his sons, 
and bade them try their strength in breaking it asunder. They 
tried in vain: Taking the rods into his own hands, he unloosed 
them, and laying hold of them separately, one by one, he with 
ease broke them asunder before their eyes ! Any child in this 
assembly may apply this moral to the present state of our beloved 
country. 

We close with a solemn petition to the Supreme Being, 
taken from the sacred writings — ^that He would grant unto us, 
that we, being delivered out of the hand of our enemies, might 
serve Him without fear, in holiness and righteousness before 
Him, all the days of our life. Amen. 
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THE TEUE TATEIOT. 

" And David said, What have I now done ? Is there not a cause P " 

I Samuel xvii. 29. 

Invited as I am to address my fellow-citizens associated at this 
important crisis, and much as I must approve their zeal for the 
public safety, and still more that which leads them to present 
themselves this morning before God in His House of Prayer, yet 
I cannot but lament the occasion. To meet everywhere peaceable 
citizens in arms ! To hear fields and gardens daily echo with 
the din of martial exercises ! Surely this bespeaks a time critical, 
alarming, new ! A time which a minister cannot but feel, and 
ought not to neglect. Ear from my heart be that frigid in- 
difference which refuses to take an interest in what affects so 
many : " Eor who is weak and I am not weak ? who is offended 
and I bum not ? " 

But since, in times like these, it is of high importance first to 
settle our principles of action, and then to pursue them with 
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fimmess andyigonr, I liaye selected an instance in the text, 
wliicb in both these respects ma j stand as our example. 

Israel had sinned ; the sconrge of an offended God was nour 
suspended oyer them; and the Philistines gathered together 
their armies to battle. On this occasion an old Israelite had sent 
three of his eight sons to join Saul and the men of Israel ; while 
the jonngest, who had lately gone with his harp to relieve the 
troubled spirit of the king, was now retnmed to feed his father's 
sheep at Bethlehem. 

And Jesse said imto Dayid his son, "Take now for thy 
brethren an ephah of this parched com, and these ten loaves, 
and run to the camp to thy brethren ; and carry these ten cheeses 
nnto the captain of th»r thousands, and ask how thy brethren 
fare, and take their pledge." And David rose early in the morn- 
ing, and left the sheep with a keeper, and came to the trench as 
the host was going forth to fight, and ran into the army, and 
came and sainted his brethren. 

Here it ^^las he contemplated the approaching storm, that 
threatened to overwhehn his country. Here he saw the battle 
in array with fierce invaders, preceded by a champion whose 
statore and prowess were only to be equalled by his pride and 
blai^hemy. He heard no terms proposed but absolute submis> 
sion and slavery ; he saw no face but was blackened with fear ; 
and, as the terror approached, Israel fled. 

A holy indignation rose in the bosom of the young shepherd ; 
a holy flame kindled within him to take away the reproach from 
Israel. Yet, considering what an obscure stripling he was, he 
could only speak by inquiries. "What shall be done to the 
man that killeth this Philistine ? Who is this uncircumcised 
Philistine, that he should defy the armies of the living Qod ! '' 

Jealousy is cruel as the grave; and who can stand before 
envy 1 Eliab, his eldest brother, heard when he spake unto the 
men, and Eliab's anger was kindled against David, and he said, 
" Why earnest thou down hither ? And with whom hast thou 
left those few sheep in the wHdemess ? I know thy pride and 
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the naughtiness of thine heart ; for thou hast come down that thou 
mightest see the battle." And David said, " What have I now 
done ? Is there not a cause ? " 

That this was an holy flame which kindled in his breast is 
evident from the event. That it was tempered with wisdom may 
be gathered from the reply. He would hazard everything in 
producing a unity of effort ; nothing that could tend to break it. 

** "What have I now done," as if he had said, ^'that should 
provoke such bitter reflection 1 What have I now done that I 
ought not to have done 1 If I am come down, is it not in obe- 
dience to my father's commands ? If, when I came, I. felt indig- 
nation at the blasphemies I heard, is there not a cause for 
indignation ? If I even feel and express my desire to withstand 
the enemies of my country and of my God in their impiety and 
rage; tell me, what have I now done? Is there sot a 
cause?" 

These words of David suggest to us the following general 
remark for our consideration, namely, that 

Extraordinary occasions warrant extraordinary exertions ; in 
which, rightly to engage, distinguishes the good citizen and the 
Christian. 

Here it will be proper for us to inquire, 

1. What may be deemed such an occasion? 

To discuss this question in the abstract were to trifle with your 
time ; it is sufficient that I can produce such a matter of fact as 
one should suppose would make an appeal to every man's bosom. 
If the present state of things be not such an occasion, he that 
resolves to stand stUl till a greater presents itself, will probably 
wait till the opportunity for exertion is past. 

Let me ask such a one (if such a one be present), Had David 
before him an implacable enemy, making an attack upon the 
liberty, property, and religion of his country, and threatening it, 
" If I prevail, then shall ye be our servants ?" — a haughty foe, 
glorying in his strength, defying Ood and man, scorning to treat, 
and treating with scorn all resistance — spreading terror by his 
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arms, and horror witih his corses and blasphemies ? Had David, 
I say, such a one to meet ? and need I attempt to prove to you 
that we are in similar circumstances ? 

Proofs of facts are impertinent and absurd while every man. 
is trembling and smarting under their consequences. This con- 
gregation can bear witness that political discussion of every kind 
is a stranger to this pulpit. It is consecrated to the higher con- 
cerns of eternity. Let the potsherd strive with the potsherds of 
the earth ! Such strife shall have no consideration here, even 
on special occasions ; nor shall I be intimidated by a term now 
so often misapplied. Bat resolutely as we avoid politics, may 
we not consider facts — ^facts which involve all that is dear, all 
that is sacred ? And what facts could I produce ? How closely 
could I run the parallel between the enemy of Israel and the 
enemy of Europe ? Did I say, what facts could I produce ? 
What facts could not every one of you produce ? Who is such a 
stranger in Jerusalem that he knoweth not these things ? The 
principles and practices of our enemy have not only made the 
ears of every one that heareth them to tingle, but will almost 
induce posterity to question whether the history of our times be 
a fact or a romance. 

Tell me not now what errors in the high or low have accelerated 
the occasion ; who needs to be told that a course of sin and error 
is the history of fallen man ? — that, when national sins arise to a 
certain height (especially under great privileges) national judg- 
ments will follow ?— and that our errors are part of the punish- 
ment of our sins ? The state of Israel proved it then, and the 
state of Europe proves it now ; for sin is a reproach to any 
people. But we are bound as citizens and Christians wisely to 
meet existing circumstances, as well as to deplore their causes. 
We are bound to regard the danger and the duties of the times 
in which we live, and we have a bright example before us in the 
conduct of David, who, while he knew the cause, aimed to repel 
the effects. If, therefore, citizens now stand forth in arms 
against a spirit of universal depredation — if ministers now 
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stand up, and are valiant for the truth against a dissolution of 
all principles civil and sacred — What have we now done ? Is 
there not a cause ? 

Still some will object. More easy, indeed, is it to invent in- 
vidious objections with Eliab, than to feel an holy indignation 
with David. It is more easy to stand still, and say, "Why 
camest thou hither ? I know thy pride," &c., than to take a sling 
and a stone, and make what efforts we can against an impending 
danger. It is still more easy to dart out a scornful and exasper- 
ating insinuation, than to meet it, like David, with recollection, 
and reply in words of truth and soberness. 

It has been objected that war is inconsistent with the spirit of 
Christianity, and arms still more inconsistent, when found in the 
hands of private citizens. Wars of ambition or aggrandisement, 
of caprice or revenge, are certainly opposed to the spirit of 
Christianity and " he that " thus '* takes the sword " may ex- 
pect " to perish by the sword." If no other evil attended his 
undertaking, the very principle on which he proceeds is evil. 1 
am ready to declare with the late ingenious writer [Soame- 
Jenyns] that, " If Christian nations were nations of Christians, 
all war would be impossible and unknown amongst them." 

But this question seems scarcely to come before us on the 
present occasion. I am now not even contemplating, much less 
defending, what I must deplore both as the sin and the scourge 
of nations. Citizens, you meditate no violence ; you join hands* 
to avert it. You foment no such wars, you recoil at them. 
War brings nothing before you but danger and labour and loss. 
Why, then, are you found in arms ? I can confidently answer for 
you, it is merely and entirely to keep peace. It is to defend 
your king and country, to preserve order, to maintain your 
liberty, your property, your lives, your religion. It is that your 
families may enjoy quiet at home — that I may in quiet meet 
this attentive congregation on the Sabbath — that we may have 
a building remain in which God may be worshipped, and man 
be taught the way of salvation. In a word, while outrage is 
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only waiting for an occasion, jou are found watching to 
suppress it 

WiLO then dwells on war ? I see nothing before me but 
officers of the peace. Volunteers for order. Citizens banded 
together for mutal defence, as men who can depend cm each 
other ; and as having property and piindples to defend. "Who 
speaks of hostility ? I hear you saying, ^' We will oppose it 
under eyery pretence. We are sworn enemies to disturbance ; 
and are resolved to bear the toil and cost of making a stand 
against invasion, against insurrection, against plunder, against 
murder, against sacrilege." I hear you saying, '' We have seen 
what has been transacted and is still transacting on the Conti- 
nent; what has reached and has already laid waste part of our 
sister kingdom — what is attempted even in our own — and shall 
we sit stUl while mischief is on the wing ? Is it anything but 
mischief we aim to resist? Are we not now legally com- 
missioned to resist it ? Do not extraordinary occasions warrant 
extraordinary exertions ? What then have we done that we 
ought not to have done on the present occasion ? Is there not 
a cause? 

There certainly is. Were I, indeed, to observe the principle 
upon which you now proceed, lost in a spirit of contention, 
debased by habits of intemperance, profanation of the Sabbath, 
or by any other modes of dishonouring that religion you unite 
to defend ; no one, I trust, would be found more ready to repro- 
bate the conduct or lament the evil ; but, on the contrary, while 
your object is rightly pursued, as a minister of the Gospel of 
peace I must be glad of such a union of effort to preserve it ; I 
am glad to see the nation at length roused to a sense of its 
danger. I hail it as awake — as wise to foresee the evil, and 
active to prevent its approach. 

Nor is such precaution and girding ourselves inconsistent 
with the purest and most absolute dependence on Divine preser- 
vation, or any precept of revelation when rightly understood. 
It is the enthusiast only who expects the end while he neglects 
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the means. Abraham believed God, but on a proper occasion, 
lie armed his trained servants, bom in his own house, three 
hundred and eighteen, and after recovering bis brother, was 
met on his return and blessed by Melchizedec. Jacob wrestled 
with God for deliverance from a cruel avenger, but still planned 
with as much policy as if he had never prayed. David was wise 
in not trusting to his bow, but did he throw it away ? He 
resolved not to trust in chariots or in horses, but did he destroy 
them? 

But you are men engaged in business ; not more so than 
Nehemiah. He was a man of business, and tells us how he 
conducted it in the midst of enemies. " They conspired all of 
them together,'' says he, ^^ to come and fight against Jerusalem. 
Nevertheless ^'e made our prayer unto God and set a watch 
against them day and night I even set the people after their 
families with their swords, their spears, and their bows. And 
I looked, and rose up, and said unto the nobles, and to the 
rulers, and to the rest of the people, Be ye not afraid of 
them ; remember the Lord which is great and terrible, and fight 
for your brethren, your sons, and your daughters, your wives 
and 3'our houses." He also tells us, " Everyone, with one of 
his hands wrought in his work, and with the other hand 
held a weapon. For the builders, everyone, had his sword 
girded by his side and so builded. And he that sounded the 
trumpet was by me.'* In this way we could appeal to God and 
plead, " Think upon me, my God, for good, according to all 
that I have done for this people." 

I therefore repeat it, it is not the believer, but the enthusiast 
who expects the end while he neglects the means. The Apostle 
when shipwrecked, was assured that no life should be lost, yet 
when he saw those men deserting the ship who were proper 

to secure it, he warned the centurion, ** Except these abide in 
the ship ye cannot be saved.'* 

It has been objected, " What if, in the event, a man should 
fall by my hand ? " Would to God such a Christian sensibility 
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>vere more prevalent through Europe ! It would stop many 
a vainglorious enterprise. It would wrest the sword from 
many a rash hand and turn it into a ploughshare. 

But that our conscience may be enlightened as well as tender, 
we should consider that the same Scriptures which teach us 
meekness in that beautiful hyperbole, ** Unto him that smitetli 
thee on one cheek, offer also the other," teach us also to regard 
the interests of society and the governments imder which we 
live — ^governments appointed of God "for the punishment of 
evil-doers," as well as *- for the praise of them that do well." 
It ought to be no question with us as Christians whether you 
would save the invader of your peace ; but it may be a question 
with you as citizens legally appointed to maintain it whether, 
all things considered, you can. We are bound to pray for an 
enemy, to do him good for evil, and to try to save him, if pos- 
sible, from the pit he is digging ; but the law of love, which 
seeks his good, must not be opposed to the law of self-preseiTa- 
tion, which prevents his doing evil. 

If, then, while you are thus disposed and thus comm.issione(l 
to keep the peace, anyone should fall in his attempt to break it. 
How, let everyone ask himself, how does such a man faU ? Verily, 
as the housebreaker, as the incendiary,as the assassin, as Goliath. 
Who kills the lawless ruffian ? The magistrate that executes the 
law ? The citizen that stands merely upon his own defence ":* 
No ; the man kills himself. This son of violence as clearly pui^^ 
himself to death as a mad dog that rushes upon the opposed 
spear. "He digged a pit and fell therein, and his blood is upon 
his own head." 

God forbid that anyone should so mistake me here as to im- 
agine I would justify on^any account a single act of violence 
that can, all things considered, be prevented. But all things 
must be considered before we can judge rightly of any one 
thing. I would therefore recommend to him who may hesitate 
to act on account of the possible consequences of present exer- 
tions, to extend his views to the very probable consequences of 
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making no exertions at all, and to ask — ^What if the son of vio- 
lence succeeds ? What if no spear is held out as he rushes on? 
What then ? Probably not one perishes, but thousands ; not the 
guilty, but the innocent. 

And is this the way to prevent evil ? Look at the blood that 
has been shed, not only of men in arms, but of men who have 
made every sacrifice for peace, men who have presented their 
cheek to the smiter. Kecollect the blood tbat has been poured 
out like water on every side — of helpless old age ! of women ! 
of infants I And after contemplating the massacres and confla- 
grations on the Continent, look at Ireland in order to ascertain 
the duty of the times in England. Let anyone ask, if such 
calamities had befallen us as have overwhelmed other nations, 
what bitter reflections must with reason have seized every heart 
on the recollection of a torpid supineness, a deathlike lethargy, 
a fatal presimiption of peace where there was no peace. 

The sluggard, therefore, who is sent to an insect to learn 
industry, may go again to study self-preservation. Providence, 
that presents such occasions to man, has given man reason to 
m.eet the occasion. You feel this ; and after the example in my 
text, you are come down, not to provoke, but to prevent a 
slaughter. In the name of your God continue thus to set up 
your banners ; and justly may be inscribed upon every one of 
them. Is there not a came ? 

Having thus attempted to answer the first inquiry under our 
general proposition, let us now proceed to another no less neces- 
sary, namely: — 

II. What are those dispositions with which such exertions 
should be made ? 

This is an important question ; for motives and principles de- 
termine the character of actions. Insomuch that two men in 
performing the same act may be one a good, the other an evil 
agent. Now no man acts with a right disposition who does not, 
like David, proceed, — 

1. With a reference to God, What in this affair respects His 

12 
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honour? What is to be read of His mind in the signs of the 
times ? If a controyersy is rending the nations in which the 
agents of hell are to be resisted, yet hath not the Lord also a con- 
troversy with Europe? '* The Lord's voice crieth in the city, 
and the man of wisdom shall see Thy name : hear ye the rod 
and Who hath appointed it ! Is there an evil in the city and the 
Lord hath not done it ? " 

And who that believes his Bible can wonder at God's contro- 
versy with the nations, especially with Christendom ! What 
provocation can He receive like that of rejecting or slighting the 
inestimable gifb of His Son ! The sentiment, *' This man shall 
not reign over us " is the master sin of Europe. It is propa- 
gated by system, it is adopted by fashion, it is even countenanced 
by moralists, and it is expressed in an infinite variety of ways. 
But whether it appears openly or disguised, it involves such 
ingratitude and malignity that if it could exist alone, it 
would sufficiently account for any measures of a righteous 
indignation. 

" We will maintain Christianity," say one party. But what 
Christianity ? A solemn farce, in which the work, and word, 
and Spirit of Christ are made void and of no effect by your tra- 
ditions ? " We will have no Christianity," say the other party. 
'* The abuses of Christianity, which we have observed, lead us 
to determine that it can be of no use. We are too good to need 
any atonement ; we are too illuminated to need Divine instruc- 
tion ; and as to spiritual infiuence, none but knaves or fools so 
much as consider the subject." 

Are these things so ? Has this spirit gone forth, not only among 
the Philistines, but in Israel ? No wonder that the Lord hath 
a controversy with Judah, and will punish Jacob according to 
his ways. He, therefore, is not rightly disposed who does 
not humbly hear the rod, mark whom hath appointed it, consider 
why it is appointed, and personally depart from iniquity, while 
he engages himself to oppose its effects. 

But a right disposition not only fears, but also trusts the Lord. 
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Contemplating the occasion, it will employ proper means ; but 
on none of them will it depend. The language of such a dis- 
position is, ** Except the Lord keep the city the watchman 
waketh but in vain. There is no king saved by the multitude 
of a host. A mighty man is not delivered by much strength. 
The horse is prepared against the day of battle ; but safety is- 
of the Lord." 

Thus went David to meet his enemy : " Thou comest to me 
with a sword, and with a spear, and with a shield ; but I come 
to thee in the name of the Lord of Hosts, the God of the armies 
of Israel, whom thou hast defied." While, therefore, some trust 
in chariots and some in horses, we, with David, should remem- 
ber the name of the Lord our God. 

And surely our God has a special claim upon this nation for 
the remembrance of His name. Come and see the desolations 
He hath made in the earth, and then contemplate your peace 
and privileges at home. ** What has He done for this nation in 
former times ? What at this day is He doing for us ? I must 
dismiss the topic, I am overwhelmed with particulars ! General 
recollection, however, is sufficient to remind us to Whose almighty 
and gracious hand we stand indebted for the blessings we enjoy 
at this moment, and upon Whom alone we can depend for 
their continuance. Such a recollection should teach us, with 
Asa and Jehoshaphat, to look away from human strength, num- 
bers, arrangements, exertions, lest foUy, weakness, and disap- 
pointment should be written on them aU. Then, and then only^ 
do we exert ourselves rightly and advance against invaders with 
a well-grounded hope of success, when, with the men just men- 
tioned, we own and forsake our sins, trust in promised mercy,, 
and employing the means put into our hands, cry with them,. 
** Help us, Lord our God; in Thy name we go against this 
multitude, our eyes are upon Thee." 

To set up our banners on any other ground is to fall into the 
atheism of our enemy. His language, like Sennacherib's and 
Goliath's, has always been with me a token for good. Notwith- 



180 

standing his temporary success, we should hold fast this truth, 
** The Lord reigneth." Such an enemy, like the Assyrian, may 
serve for a time as the rod of God's anger which He sends against 
hypocritical nations to take the prey and tread them down like 
the mire of the streets. Howbeit he meaneth not so, he seems 
to say, " Shall I not as I have done unto Samaria and her idols, 
so do to Jerusalem and her idols ? Eeligion is but superstition, 
whether in London or in Eome." 

But shall the axe thus boast itself against Him that heweth 
therewith ? or the rod shake itself against Him that lifts it up ? 
I will take courage while my enemy thus vaunts himself; I 
tremble when I hear any leader on our side imitate his 
language. 

" Sanctify, therefore, the Lord of Hosts himself, and He shall 
be for a sanctuary." The worse the present aspect of affairs, 
the more need have we to remember the name of the Lord our 
God. Whoever now frets under difficulties and thereby in- 
creases them, let us recollect ourselves and our only Helper. He 
alone who once said to the raging sea, " Peace, be still," can 
now speak peace to the nations ; whenever it comes He ought to 
be acknowledged as the sole giver of it ; and in the meantime 
He will keep them in perfect peace whose minds are stayed on 
Him. 

2. To proceed with a right disposition we must regard our 
neighbour. Confining our views here to the occasion, let me re- 
mark that while the maintenance of peace and order is the single 
object of this Association, union is its strength. It may not 
consist with the health and avocations of every neighbour to 
join you as a corps. Every neighbour cannot think with you 
about some particular measures ; and some, like Eliab, may be 
ready to speak before they think. Here, brethren, let your 
moderation be known unto all men. Study to shew yourselves, 
like the children of Issachar, men that have understanding of 
the times, to know what Israel ought to do. 

David, in my text, affords us an incomparable example in this 
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respect. '* David," says an excellent commentator, " had right 
and reason on his side, and therefore did not render railing for 
railing, but with a soft answer turned away his brother's wrath. 
This conquest of his own passion was, in some respects, more 
honourable than that over GK)liath. * He that hath rule over his 
own spirit is better than the mighty.* It was no time for David 
to quarrel with his brother when the Philistines were upon 
them. The more threatening the Church's enemies are, the 
more forbearing her friends should be with one another." 

In a word, our exertions should be conducted with such 
wisdom and moderation, benevolence and forbearance, com- 
prehension and energy, that union upon the broadest scale may 
be effected. It is a master-stroke in our enemies abroad and at 
home to damp the efforts they cannot prevent : to separate you 
by suspicion, to unhinge you vdth discord, to discountenance 
you with ridicule. They will affect to despise what they really 
fear. They will attempt to benumb by a panic those endeavours 
which they know to be irresistible when in union and in action. 
And need you be told the success of such stratagems ? 

What, then, let me ask, is a right disposition respecting our 
neighbour in an association like this ? or in such of us as wish 
to concur with it as our common defence ? Evidently to unite 
for a just end : to pursue that end with a temper which, while 
it seeks to disarm the disturber, would try, if possible, to save 
the man ; to abstain from even the appearance of injury, and 
thus, by a variety in our exertions, produce a unity in effect. 
Whether, therefore, we are found in arms or not on the present 
occasion, let us be one in heart, for is there not a cause ? 

3. To advance with a right disposition we must regard our- 
selves. To be found in the due improvement of those privileges 
for which we are contending is essential to our character as wise 
men as well as Christians, Are we banded for a party ? for a 
humour ? Or, on the contrary, is it not to secure privileges of 
inestimable value, both civil and religious ? But while we ai*e 
anxious to secure them, especially the highest of them,^-our 
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religion, sliould we not be equally anxious to improye "^hat we 
secure? Suppose this House of God in which we are now 
assembled to be assaulted, and the inhabitants who surround it 
to rise in its defence ; suppose, after the tumult was orer, they 
paid no regard to its opportunities for devotion or instruction, 
must not the minister say to such, " For what have ye fought ? 
For the walls, or the worship of this sanctuary ? Whether is 
greater, — the temple or He that dwelleth therein? While ye 
neglect its services, the temple, itself, that ye have defended, 
stands a witness against you." 

Thus it is with the best and highest of those privileges for 
which thousands at this day are ready to contend, Ohristianitj^ 
stands a witness against many of its defenders. How many in 
a national struggle are ready to die for religion who yet are 
spiritually dead to it ! How many spurn at a decade, yet profane 
the Sabbath ! How many fathers of a country and bulwarks 
of a Church have secured everything in both but their own 
souls ! defended the faith, yet perished in unbelief ! opposed 
Satan one way, been liis captives in another ! My heart has 
yearned at marking a great man, wise in his generation, skil- 
fully holding the reins of a vast enterprise, grasping with a 
mighty mind its various relations, and penetrating with an 
eagle's eye into — what ? Everything but himself — a fallen 
spirit in a disordered world, having a day of salvation and that 
neglected ! How natural was the dying language of such a one 
when he cried out, " The battle is fought, the battle is fought, 
but the victory is lost for ever ! " 

Alas ! how many celebrated geniuses, how many deep philo- 
sophers, how many splendid conquerors, shall awake in eternity 
from their vain dreams of glory, each wishing he had been an 
idiot, or even a brute, that he might never have been eternally 
a wretch — responsible for talents and privileges neglected and 
abused ! 

David is our example in a personal use and improvement of 
the privileges for which he contended. He felt a holy indig- 
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nation at the Philistine's profaneneas; he fought for the Qod 
andWoxship of Israel, and he also knew how to prize and employ 
the blessings he had won. His heart longed, yea, fainted^ iar 
the living God. He esteemed a day in]His courts better than & 
thousand. He entered into the sanctuary to escape the erxon 
of the world ; and, finding his worst foes to be those which 
assaulted his heart and dishonoured his God, he sought the 
disposition he needed. ^'Create," says he, '' in me a dean heart, 
O Gtod, and renew a right spirit within me ! " Such a disposi- 
tion to regard our own souls in the improvement of our present 
advantages distinguishes the wise contender. He is prepared, 
like David, with a reply to every objection. He is armed to 
meet every terror, even that of the last enemy, who must lay 
waste the hopes of every other adventurer. He can rest secure 
of final conquest — not the blaze of a moment, but that glory, 
honour, and immortality described by the Apostle when he saw 
** them that had gotten the victory, standing with the harps of 
God, and singing the Song of Moses and of the Lamb.'' 

In concluding, I address you first as citizens. The cause in 
which you are engaged has been shown not only lawful, but 
laudable. There are times in which neutrality is a disgrace— 
in which not to oppose is, seemingly at least, to abet. The 
dispositions also with which you should proceed in such times 
with respect to God, your neighbour, and!yourselves have also 
been pointed out Firmly proceed, therefore, while the occasion 
calls for your beneficial exertions. To the arms of the different 
associations, under God, I must ascribe the present^ tranquillity 
of this country. The good effect of your associating is already 
strikingly evident. The spirit of tumult is not dead, but has it 
not shrunk from fight ? is it not awed to silence ? 

Go on, then, and may the Lord of Hosts go with you ! May 
He give you, who alone can give you, right dispositions in a 
right cause ! Go on, but I most earnestly beseech you, sxop not 
short in your work — make not so fatal a mistake as to think 
your work done when the present troubles subside. There are 
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enemies (need I name them?) whicli, if you conquer not, yon must 
sink, after all your exertions and successes, into everlasting 
shame and contempt. What are other slaughters compared ^th 
those of the world, the flesh, and the devil ! The thousands 
who perish in time by the sword are lost among the millions who 
perish everlastingly by sin. Before you go again to the field, 
go forth, and look upon the carcasses of the men that have 
transgressed against God, for their worm shall not die, neither 
shall their fire be quenched, and they shall be an abhorring to 
all flesh. 

I have shown the cause there is for your exertions, and I feel 
the cause there is for mine. The times form a sufficient apology 
for every effort which a minister, as well as a soldier, can m€Lke. 
Look at the strides of insubordination, irreligion, infidelity I 
But look not only at France, look at home, where they proceed 
with an aggravated guilt. What efforts can you or I make to 
oppose them which are not warranted by the times ? The heart- 
less may contemn and the scornful provoke, but what have we 
now done ? Is there not a cause ? 
. Yes, there is ! a cause not only for exertion, but for confi- 
dence. Thanks be to God for His unspeakable gift ! He has 
shewn us a remedy for this and every other evil. He hath 
lifted up an ensign to the nations. I cannot vouch for the 
vision of Constantino, but whether or not he saw such an ensign 
with its inscription as history describes, such a one is ever to be 
seen by the eye of faith. '* There shall be a root of Jesse which 
shall stand for an ensign of the people ; to it shall the Gentiles 
seek, and His rest shall be glorious." I can vouch that to fight 
under this consecrated banner is to be more than a conqueror. 
Though foes surround you against which your arms, your 
wisdom, your strength, can avail nothing, happy am I in this 
opportunity of directing your attention to that ensign which 
God hath lifted up ; and under which I earnestly pray that we 
may live and die fighting as good soldiers of Jesus Christ. It 
is against this that our enemies abroad and at home have 
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entered into a deep and hellish conspiracy. It is before this 
they .are doomed to fall ; and it is before this they most be 
brought to receive their sentence. 

But with this banner be ye victorious. Departing from the tent* 
of these wicked men, wisely improve the first of those blessings 
for which you contend. The salvation which is in Christ Jesus is 
the one grand, interesting consideration of fallen man. In His 
strength fight the good fight of faith, lay hold of eternal life ; 
for he that overcometh shall inherit all things. 

Christians, whether in arms or not, you know the truths I 
speak ; you know them experimentally, and I trust you do not 
forget the obligations of Christians in times like the present. 
Whatever temporary inconvenience you feel from the present 
contest, I trust you are impressed with grateful recollection that, 
'* while the floods lift up their voice, and the waves are mighty 
and rage horribly, yet the Lord who dwelleth on high is 
mightier;" and respecting us hath said, ''Hitherto shalt thou 
come and no further, and here shall the proud waves be stayed." 
But let us, as Christians, rejoice with trembling, for infidels of 
late have employed a new and successful engine ; Christians, 
whom they despaired of moving by their arguments, they have 
enticed to dabble in their politics, till, in the abounding of 
iniquity, the love of many has waxed cold. " Watch ye," there- 
fore. Christians, " stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be 
strong. Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able 
to stand against the wiles of the devil." 

But a Christian should not only keep his ground in such times, 
but should advance with an energy and an interest peculiar to 
himself. If you cannot, with Abraham, arm yourself or your 
family, you certainly can, with him, intercede. If you cannot be 
a leader like Moses, you can, with him, lift up your hands in 
prayer for the defeat of AmaJek. If threatenings mixed with 
blasphemies are poured out and alarm the nation, you can with 
Hezekiah spread them before Him who dwells between the 
cherubims. You can stand in the gap. You can run, like 
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• 

Aaron, <' between the living and the dead, till the pk^e ia 
ataKyed." ^ 

Christians^ it is not conceived «bj others, nor do you sufS.- 
ciently conceive yourselves, - what' one steady, resolved, recol- 
lected believer, with a public spirit, may effect. The man who 
dares to be right — who asks, not what men are pleased to think 
or say, but what he ought to think and do — ^who feels this short 
life his only opportunity for glorifying God on this side of eter- 
nity, this man is an host; witness the man, the stripling I 
should say, in my text. Such a one sees the Captain of his 
salvation going forth in every tempest which arises, and direct- 
ing them all ; he joins himself to Omnipotence ; he fears Gt)d, 
and therefore has none else to fear ; he rests in Him, and thus 
collects fresh strength for his labours. Christians, are your 
loins thus girded ? Let your lights also be burning, and stand 
like men who wait for their Lord. 

To the congregation at large I now address myself. The 
Lord of these servants is coming, and before Him shall be 
gathered all nations ; but not a single individual among them 
who will not then feel these truths to be the grand concern of 
man. Oh may they be accepted with gratitude and joy now, 
that they may not overwhelm us with unutterable ang^uish and 
despair in the presence of the Judge ! For " behold He cometh 
with clouds, and every eye shall see Him, and they also that 
pierced Him. Even so, Amen." 
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PATRIOTS IN AEMS. 

HISTORICAL AND EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

1. — Bank op England Yolunteebs. Page 1. 

This corps was formed by the governors of the Bank from amongst their own 
employes,* in April, 1798. Its special duty was to protect the premises and property 
of the iBank. The members were not to receive pay for their military services, but 
the governors of the Bank provided uniforms, accoutrements and arms. Their 
strength was limited to 450 of all ranks, divided into eight companies of 50 privates 
each, two were called the wing companies, and the remaining six were styled the 
battalion. 

Their Colours were presented to them on 2nd September, 1799, at Lord's Cricket 
Ground. The interesting ceremony was performed by Mn. Thornton, wife of 
Samuel Thornton, Esq., M.P., Governor of the Bank. The coloars were beauti- 
fully ornamented with the figure of Britannia encircled with branches of palm and 
oak, and on an emlnroidered label underneath, the motto " God save the King." 

On presenting the colours to Lieutenant-Colonel John Whitmore, M.P., 
Mrs. Thobnton spoke as follows : — 

Gentlemen, 

I cannot contemplate the present scene, without partaking in those gratifying 
emotions which I am persuaded the spectacle must excite in the minds of all who 
surround me. Where but in the happy land to which we belong, could such a 
spectacle be exhibited ? A land in which we behold men of all ranks, situations, 
habits, and professions, instead of declining and shrinking back from labour and 
danger, pressing forward at whatever expense of toil or peril, in the defence of their 
king and country. Our enemies had vainly flattered themselves, that military, 
exertions were foreign to the habits of commercial men : but, in the estimation of 
our character, they had forgotten we were Britons. We have proved to them, that 
under the ennobling influence of that unrivalled constitution, which through the 
blessing of Providence we enjoy, every rank and profession (together with its own 
peculiar habits) combines those qualities which as Britons are common to them all. 
You, Gentlemen, have associated under the influence of these generous emotions. 
Let these banners be the centre of your union, and the memorial of your public 
zeal. 

May the same spirit of energy and unanimity, which has raised our country to 
its present eminence, long continue, and may you, who have been so justly distin- 
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gniflhed as the goardians of pablic credit, stand forth its zealous defenders, the 
protectors of commerce, and thereby the benefactors of mankind. 

lieutenant-Colonel WHirif obe made the following Reply : — 

Madam, 

The Bank Volunteers assembled here this day, though generally engaged in far 
different pursuits, felt in common with their countrymen, that in the hour of 
danger they had other duties to fulfil ; and in the enviable position of their com- 
mander, I have no hesitation to declare my firm reliance on them, fully persuaded, 
that, consistent with the first great object of oar Association, the immediate protec- 
tion of the Bank, they will shrmk from no service which circumstances may requii^e 
at their hands. The very elegant and impressive manner in which you, Madam, 
have reminded us of the important truth, that we live under one of the freest and 
best constitutions in the world, gives a double value to the Colours you have done 
us the honour to present to our regiment. I feel an entire conviction that these 
Colours will, in every extremity, be defended with not less spirit than we hav(^ 
engaged and are well determined to exert, in defence of the large national treasures 
committed to our care ; treasures not wrung from the oppressed, nor the spoils of 
plundered nations, but the voluntary tribute of the world, to the industry, the 
enterprise, the honour and integrity of this happy country. 

Commissioned Officers. 
The names of the : ommissioned officers in the corps at the time of the presenta- 
tion of the Colours w i re — 
Colonel — ^Whitmore. 
Major and Adjutant — James Heed. . 
Surgeon — Mr. Vaux. 

Grenadier Company. — Captain^ Mcllish; LieutfinantSj Bentley, Bradley. 
First Battalion Company. — Captain^ Puget; Lieutenant^ Best. 
Second Battalion Company. — Captain^ Lewis ; Lieutenant^ Aslett. 
Third Battalion Company. — Oaptain, Simeon ; Lieutenant, Browning. 
Fourth Battalion Company. — Gaptahiy Champion ; Lieutenant, Shrubsole. 
Fifth Battalion Company. — Captain, M. Amyand; Lieutenant, Comer. 
Sixth Battalion Company. — Cop toin, Langley ; Lieutenant, Coliihis. 
Light Infantry Company. — Captain, Manning ; Lieutenants, Newcombc, Daws. 

Ensigns, Triquet, Towle, Smart, Thomas, Hutchison, and Humble. 

The uniform is thus described (see engraving by Rowlandson). Scarlet tunic , 
white cross belt, buff waistcoat and breeches. Breastplate, oval Britannia ; Car- 
touch-box, Britannia in centre, with " Bank Volunteers " around. 

Whole gaiters. Grenadiers and Battalion. 

Short gaiters. Light Infantry. 

The Grenadiers wore fur caps, and the Battalion, round hats with bearskin 
across, and red and white feather. 

The Military Committee consisted of the Colonel, Major and seven Captains, 
and was " permanent during life." 
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2. — The Mabtlebonk Voluktebbs. Pcige 7. 

The eorps to which this sermon was addressed was formed early in 1798, to pro* 
tcct their own district. They consisted of six companies: — Light Infantry, 
Grenadier, and Battalion men. They received their colours from the Right Hon. 
Lady Kinnonl, in Lord's Ground, Marylebone, the 30th of May, 1799, and took part 
in the review by His Majesty on the 4th of June following. The Association was 
managed by a combined military and parochial committee. 

The officers were Lieutenant-Colonel Fhipps, Commandant. Major — ^Hamilton. 
Captains — ^Welford, Blair, Wyatt, Thompson, and Sir Henry Lambert. Lieutenants 
— Delamain, Neale, Boscowen, Pownall, Dare, Howden, Harcourt, Ward, Johnson, 
and Arnold. Adjutant — Jos. Bibbins. Surgeon — ^Daston. 

Uniform — round hat, and bearskin, with green feather. Breastplate, oval, with 
a Htar ; cartouch, a small star ; half boots. 

At the Royal Review in Hyde Park, on Monday, 25th June, 1814, when the Allied 
Sovereigns were present, the Marylebone Corps was one of the largest on parade, 
and mustered 905 men. 

3. — ^Pbesektation op Coloubs. Page 21. 

This most interesting ceremony belongs to times past, for the Volunteers of 
the present generation do not carry colours. The following description of the 
ceremony is, therefore, well worth putting on record. 

The presentation of the colours to the Chelsea Association took place on 31st 
May, 1799, in the grounds of the Royal Hospital, Chelsea. 

Being very fortunate in the unusual fineness of the day, the scene was rendered 
peculiarly brilliant and highly gratifying to the numerous spectators assembled. 

The Kensington Volunteers, under the command of Major Torriano, returned the 
compliment which had been paid them the preceding day in Kensington by keeping 
the ground for their Chelsea friends. 

His Excellency, Sir William Fawcett, the Governor of Chelsea Hospital, Major 
Bulkeley, and other principal officers of the establishment, in full uniform, received 
the Corps on their entrance at the outer gates of the College and marched with them 
to the chapel, through files of the veteran pensioners drawn up on the occasion. 

Dr. Bumey presided at the organ. During the service the Standard, given by 
the ladies of Chelsea, and bearing, in rich embroidery. The Union, The Crown, and 
St. Luke, with the inscription, St. Luke, Chelsea, beneath, was brought forward by 
gentlemen appointed for the purpose, and being laid on the communion table, the 
Rev. W. Butler delivered the prayer on receiving the Colours. 

At the conclusion of the prayer the Standard was placed conspicuously in front of 
the Corps, and a short voluntary was given by Dr. Bumey, and a psalm sung conso- 
nant to the solemnity, after which the discourse from the pulpit (printed in the 
body of this work) concluded the business in the chapel. 
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The Cebbxont. 
The company next adjourned to the quadrangle called The Figure Court, adjoii.- 
ing to the Water Gardens, so named from the statne there erected, of Kia^^ Charles IL. 
the royal fonnder of the Hospital. An open pavilion was there' prepared, and 
Hiss North, daughter of the Lord Bishop of Winchester, advanced from the chapeL 
conducted by George Anst, Esq., Commissary General of his Majesty's Forces, and 
Mr. Pemberton, of Gongh Honse, in uniform, as Honorary Members of the Chelsea 
Association, succeeded by his lordship and a select party, and having receiTed thf 
colours of the Corps pronounced very audibly the following speech : — 

" Gentlemen, 

*' I am happy in the honour allotted for me this day, of presenting to yon 
in the name of your country, and of these your friends in particular, those Standard> 
of honour, patriotism and virtue which we are confident you will grace and dignify 
by your conduct. 

" Christians 1 Citizens 1 Soldiers I under these emblems are committed to your 
charge the religion and the laws of your country ; the honour and safety of yonr 
king and government. Their enemies are your enemies ; their friends are your 
friends. Ton know your duty, and will discharge it. I need only now assnre yon 
that our hearts go with you in so good a cause. Our good wishes and regards will 
always keep pace with the glory and renown you shall acquire. 

" When you look up to these honourable ensigns, remember us ; remember joar 
engagements. Love your brotherhood. Fear God. Honour the king." 

Captain Tatman, the Commandant, replied as follows : — 

^' Madam, 

" The colours I have now the honour to receive from your hands are the 
most flattering proof of the approbation of our fair friends. 

*' I beg leave to express the gratitude of myself and the Corps I have the honour 
to command, to you. Madam, and to the ladies who have distinguished ns with 
their countenance on this occasion ; and at the same time to assure you that we will 
rally round and defend this standard as the most honoured banner of our king and 
constitution, our religion, liberties, and laws." 

Sir William Fawcett, the Governor, was then pleased to compliment the Corps 
in a speech expressing his approbation of their good order and discipline. To which 
the Conmiandant replied, " That he wanted words to testify the grateful sense of 
himself and Corps for the favours they had received from the Governor and officers 
of Chelsea Hospital, and for the extreme politeness with which they had been con- 
ferred." 

The Volunteers then advanced and retired in line, performed some maaceuvres, 
and fired by subdivisions and by volleys. On their return they marched to the 
Lord Bishop of Winchester's house and presented arms to Miss North, who had done 
them the honour of presenting the colours, and finished by marching to the Com- 
mandant's house, where, after presenting arms, they lodged the colours and fired 
three volleys. 

4. The Stoke Newington Abxed Association was managed by a committee of 
which Rawson Aislabie, Esq., was Chairman ; James Ogle, Esq., was Captain- 



191 

Commandant; Thomas Slater, Esq., First Lieutenant; Francis David dc la 
Chanmette, Esq., Second Lieutenant ; and John Hilton, jun., Esq., Ensign* 

\5, The Battle of the Nile. Page 38. 

A Form of Prayer and Thanksgiving for the signal Victory obtained through the 
blessing of Almighty Gtod by his Majesty^s ships of war under the command of 
Admiral Nelson, over the French Fleet, on Wednesday, 1st August, 1798 : — 

* O Almighty God, the Sovereign Ruler of all the world, in whose hand is power 
and might, which none is able to resist, we bless and magnify Thy great and 
glorious name for the happy victory which Thou hast vouchsafed to the Fleet of 
Thy servant, our Sovereign, in distant seas. We offer Thee, as we are most 
bounden. Thanks and Praise, for of Thee alone cometh both counsel and strength 
for the fight ; Thou alone givest victory unto kings, and deliverest Thy servants 
from the peril of the sword. We beseech Thee, give us grace to improve this and 
all Thy great mercies to Thy glory, the advancement of Thy Gospel, the honour of 
our Sovereign, so far as in us lieth, to the good of all mankind. And keep alive, 
we pray Thee, by Thy sanctifying spirit in our hearts, such constant sense and 
remembrance of Thy goodness, such fear of offending Thee, such reliance on Thy 
help in time of need, as may daily appear in the conformity of our lives to the 
doctrine of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, to Whom with Thee, O Father, 
and Thee, O Holy Ghost, Three Persons and one only God, be all honour and 
glory world without end. Amen." 

The Battle of the Nile (or Aboukir) took place near Bosetta, between the French 
fleet under Brueys and the British fleet under Sir Horatio Nelson. Nine of the 
French line-of>battle ships were taken, two were burnt, and two escaped, but were 
afterwards captured. The French ship L' Orient, with the French admiral and 
1,000 men on board, was blown up, and only seventy or eighty escaped. Before 
beginning the battle Nelson was heard to exclaim, "Victory, or Westminster 
Abbey!" 

For this magnificent victory, which thrilled the whole land and gave fresh life to 
the Volunteer movement, Nelson was granted a pension of £1,000 a year, and 
created Baron Nelson of the Nile. 

6. — ^LoYAL Hackney Volunteers. Pa^e 41. 

This corps was formed in May, 1794, to aid and assist the civil power in case of 
riot or invasion within ten miles of Hackney. [See Note 9.] 

Their officers were : — Captain Commandant, James Williams ; Captain, Samuel 
Dobree ; Lieutenants, William Le Gros and S. Lee ; Ensign, G. M. Hanson. 

Uniform — Dark blue tunic and red facings, round hats, bearskin and feather, oval 
breastplate, with letters L. H. V., cartouch box, square plate with monogram 
L. H. V. ; long black gaiters ; buttons gilt, with the words " Loyal Hackney 
Volunteers." 

The Loyal Hackney Volunteers consisted of two companies. One received their 
uniform and were paid out of the subscriptions ; the other was called the Inde- 
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pendent Company, and they found their own uniforms and paid all their own 
expenses. 

The ladies of the parish, who subscribed for and presented the colours, 
attended the procession to the church on the occasion of the consecration of the 
standard, and it is remarked that the crowd of spectators was then greater 
than had ever before assembled in the parish. 

7. The Hackney Association. 

The following curious note was written at the time of the threatened invasion in 
1799;— 

** So early as the 1st of December, 1792, without waiting to see what other 
parishes, or even what Government would do, this Association was formed ; and 
their first meeting, though not convened by public notice or advertisement, but 
from the impulse of their own feelings and the communication of a few friends 
with each other, was attended by nearly a hundred of the most respectable and 
independent inhabitants. Their immediate subscription to a declaration of their 
principles and views was followed at their next meeting by many hundreds more, 
uninfluenced by any motive but their own fears and apprehensions, and these, 
whatever may now be asserted, or hereafter may be said when the danger shall be 
forgotten, founded upon their own observation of what was passing around them. 
It has been frequently insinuated by those who are no well-wishers to these 
Associations, that all this alarm was raised by Government to serve their own 
designs. But this Association, to look no further, is a refutation of the charge. 
It preceded the calling-out of the militia, the proclamation for the meeting of 
Parliament, or any other steps taken by Government, or the knowledge of any such 
intentions. The promoters of this Association, totally independent of and uncon- 
nected with administration, felt the danger of their country, and without considering 
it with a view to the approbation of ministers, much less with a view to any hostile 
measures that might be grounded on it, thought it their duty to interpose a check 
to the licentious proceedings which they saw — ^to guard the ignorant and inex- 
perienced against the delusions that were practised upon them — to stand forward 
as the friends of peace and order — and to unite in the declaration of their principles 
and the resolution to defend the blessings of a good constitution, with those who 
should be like-minded with themselves." 

8. Patmotic Fund in Hackney. Page 52. 
In this one parish upwards of £5,000 was subscribed, besides former subscrip- 
tions for the general purposes of the Association ; and nearly £1,500 for the wives 
and aged parents of seamen and soldiers who should serve in the defence of their 
country. 

9. Aiding the Civil Power. 
The handsome acknowledgment of] the services of the Association by the 
magistrates by whom they were summoned to the City during the riots in the 
month of August, 1794, is good proof of their utility, and they looked upon it as 
the most gratifying approbation they could receive. 
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10.— Thb Beading Association and Amalgamated Companies. Pag4 57. 

The names of the commissioned officers of the coips at the date of this Address, 
Aug., 1798^ were-^ 

Beading Association. 

Captain Commandant, Thomas Newbery, Esq.; Captains, Samnel Bowes 
Moreton; Hamsson Boss Lewin; Lieutenants, Thomas Gleed, Gent. ; William 
Watlington ; John Blandy ; Ensigns, Thomas Tanner ; William Williams ; William 
Blandy. 

Beading Volunteebs. 

Major Commandant, Henry Deane, Esq. ; Captains, Martin Annesley, John 

Wilmshnrst; Lieutenants, John Stephens, John Deane; Second Lieutenant, 

Jonathan Tanner. 

Henley Association. 

Major Commandant, Josias Jackson ; Captain, John Cooper ; Lieutenant, 

Bichard Pope, 

Woodley Cavalry. 

Captain Commandant, The Bight Hon. Henry Addington; Captain Lieu- 
tenant, "Edwaxd Golding; Lieutenant, Hichaxd Palmer; Comet, the Hon. James 
Harris. 

The Consecbation of the Colours 

took place on 18th August, 1798. The following particulars are interesting : — 
Dr. Valpy delivered the following fervent 

Consecration Prayer. 

*' O Lord, God of our fathers, whose mercy has often saved this country from the 
fury of its enemies, incline Thy ears to us now assembled before Thee. Our 
fathers trusted in Thee, and Thou didst deliver them. We wish to walk in their 
steps. Our trust is in the living God. Our faith and our hope are fixed in Thy 
Son Jesus Christ. We implore the assistance of Thy Holy Spirit. In Thy name 
we wish to set up tiie banners which we now sol^nnly dedicate to Thy senrice and 
to Thy glory. 

" O Lord, God of hosts, should dangers threaten, and calamities press upon us 
give force to our weakness, courage to our fears, balm to our wounds, and comfort 
to our sorrows. Should the enemy assail our country, O strengthen us with Thy 
divine influence. Go before our hosts in a pillar of a cloud by day, and by night 
in a piUar of fire. Animated by Thy protection, and supported by Thy mercy, we 
will boldly meet every danger. Though we walk through the valley of the shadow 
of death, we will fear no evil if Thy rod and Thy staff shall comfort us. 

^<If in the course of our endeavours to defend our wives, our children, our 
country, and our religion, we should bear these standards against the enemy, O 
be Thou our sword and our shield. Should any of us fall in the day of battle, 
soothe with Thy grace the moments of our death. Let Thy Blessed Spirit descend 
io us, like the dove to Noah, with the olive-leaf of consolation, and whisper peace 
and salvation to our souls. Be then the father and the guardian of our widows 
and orphans. Should we be crowned with victory, not unto us, O Lord, but unto 

13 
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Thy name let ns ascribe the praise of our deliyerance ; make as sensible that Thy 
arm was stretched forth for our preservation ; that Thou art glorious in holiness, 
fearful in praises, doing wonders ; that Thon in Thy mercy, hast led forth the 
people, whom Thon hast redeemed ; that Thou hast gnided ns in Thy strength ; 
let our hearts be warmed with gratitude to Thee, O God, who givest us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

" O Lord, God of all goodness, shower Thy choicest blessings om our gracious 
King and all his family. May he rejoice in Thy strength, O Lord ; exceeding glad 
may he be of Thy salvation. Endue his counsellors with wisdom in their plans 
vriih. vigour and success in their operations. Give grace and understanding to our 
legislators, bravery and union to our fleets and armies. Bind the hearts of all our 
fellow-subjects in the bonds of loyalty and brotherly love. 

*' We pray also for our enemies. O bring them from the error of their ways, and 
tarn the heart of the disobedient to the wisdom of the just. Give us grace not to 
be overcome of evil, but to overcome evil with good. 

'* Bless thou, O Lord, the patriotic design for which we are associated, and 
let these standards, which we now consecrate to Thy honour, be to us a memorial 
of the sign of the Cross, through which alone we hope to conquer. May we 
always consider them as the sacred pledge of our duty to protect our country and 
our religion from the violence of our foes, until it shall please Thee, in mercy to a 
suffering world, to make the wars to cease in all tiie earth, to bid contending 
nations be still, and know that Thou art God. 

** These prayers we humbly offer up to the throne of Thy Sovereign Majesty, in 
the name and through the merits of Jesus Christ our Lord, by whose instruction 
we are enabled thus to complete our petitions. Our Father," &c. 

Mrs. Addington then proceeded with the 

Ceremony of Fbesentation, 

by addressing the Captain Commandant as follows : — 

** Captain Newbery, — ^It is, Sir, with great satisfaction that I do myself the ho- 
nour of presenting you with the colours of the loyal and respectable Association of 
which you have the command. May I be allowed to offer, at the same time, my 
best wishes for the prosperity of the corps, and for the success of the cause in which 
they are engaged ? " 

To which Captain Newbery replied : — 

" Madam, — ^I cannot but feel impressed with the liveliest sense of gratitude for 
the high and distinguished honour this day conferred on myself and the rest of the 
Heading Association, in receiving our colours from your hands, — a day which 
will be for ever endeared by the gracious and condescending manner in which you 
have been pleased to intrust these sacred banners to our care. 

'* Animated by a character of such exalted worth, we feel ourselves called on to 

' fulfil the important duty of guarding and revering these standards, which we 

accept as a mark of patriotic munificence in the donor (Mrs. Gilbert), as a proof of 

superior attainment in the lady (Mrs. Jeffe), to whose generous labours we are 
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indebted for the brilliancy of their appearance, and in warmest affection to yonr- 
«elf, madam, as the kind and beneficent protectress of everything dear to ns a» 
Englishmen, as men, and as Christians." 

Captain Newbery then addressed the Association to the following effect : — 

" Li an awful and momentons crisis, scarcely to be paralleled in history, when we 
Are menaced by daring and inveterate foes, determined enemies to liberty, religion^ 
■social order, and law, bat snccessful in the subversion of almost every government 
except our own, it has become tiie dnty of every friend to his King and country, 
io oppose with energetic zeal the exertions of a nation so hostile, and the dissemi- 
nation of principles so dangerous and destructive, to the well-being of every civil 
«ociety. 

" A congeniality of sentiment, condudveto the general interests of the commu 
nity, has happily pervaded the kingdom at large. In the noble display of loyalty, 
eminently conspicuous on so perilous an occasion, this neighbourhood has to boast 
an ample share : and you, my fellow-townsmen, I am proud to say, have joined 
your honest endeavours to grace the pleasing scene. 

** In receiving these banners, as marks of loyalty to your King and attachment 
to your country, you will consider yourselves as the faithful guardians of public 
safety, and by joining hand and heart with the rest of your countrymen in avert' 
ing the lowering storm of anarchy and disorder, will, I trust, prove yourselves 
worthy of preserving an invaluable constitution, the fairest and noblest structure 
of human wisdom." 

11. — The Pope and the Year 1798. Page 59. 

Dr. Valpy seems to have been the Dr. Cumming of his day. On this subject he 
remarks : — " In venturing to propose this calculation, I cannot but feel that I am enter- 
ing on a subject of difficulty and of delicacy. I should add presumption, were I not 
conscious that my intentions are, as far as my weak, but earnest endeavours wiU 
permit, to assert the honour, and to maintain the infallibility, of that Great Power, 
who inspired the holy prophets, and who will establish His word. I leave the 
reader to form his own opinion after a candid perusal of the prophetical writings. 
I am far from obtruding my own interpretation on the mind of others ; but I must 
declare my firm belief that all the prophecies will be accomplished : Heaven and 
«arth shall pass away, but the words of God shall not pass away." 

12. — ^The CLBBaY AS YoLTTNTEEBS. Page 63. 

Dr. Valpy says on this subject : — " Having publicly recommended, and privately 
proposed, the plan of a General Association, in the spring of 1797, 1 could not but 
take an active part in the execution of it when the necessity of self-defence became 
universally apparent in 1798. Few circumstances can ever give me more satisfaction 
than I derived from the opportunity of uniting with my fellow-townsmen in learning 
the use of arms." 

** Soon after resolutions were issued by some of the Heads of the Church, evidently 
dictated by an affectionate regard to the relative situation of the clergy. Believing 
that the principal object of their lordships was to leave the subject to the discre* 
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lion of the clergy, wito had applied to them for directions, I concladed that I 
should not be accused of a want of respect to those, whom it is no less my inclina- 
tion than my dnty to revere, if I still remained a member of the Association. With 
a proper deference, I imparted my sentiments on the occasion to the Bishops, with 
whom I have the honour of being connected by residence and by preferment — ^two 
prelates who, in liberality, learning, and goodness, are inferior to none on a bench 
which has been surpassed in no period of our history in the great accomplishments 
of the mind, and in the amiable qualities of the heart. From the result it appeared 
that my conclusions were not improper ; and the commissions granted by his 
Majesty to several clergymen proved the perfect unanimity of our rulers in Church 
and State." 

12 {Continued). — The Bishop of Chester's Opinion. 

The Bishop of Chester's letter to the clergy on this subject is interesting. It 
ran as follows : — 

" Chester, 6 Aug., 1803. 

** Bev. Sir, — ^I received your letter this morning requesting my opinion on the 
propriety and expediency of the clergy enrolling themselves in Volunteer corps in 
the present state of the country. 

''I have considered the subject much, thinking it not improbable that some of 
my younger brethren within the diocese might desire to know my sentiments for 
the regulation of their conduct. 

"The necessity of universal exertions for the defence of the kingdom is felt 
and acknowledged by everyone, and I think it highly incumbent on men of our 
order to encourage and animate the people (if any animation be wanting), at this 
most critical juncture, by every argument which the discharge of their profes- 
sional duties and their superior attainments may supply. In this respect the 
dergy have it in their power to do essential service ; and I think, for many reasons, 
their activity ought not to pass beyond this line. This opinion is confirmed by 
the wisdom of the Legislature, which, in the operation of the General Armament 
Act, just passed, has specially exempted the clergy from any obligation to bear 
arms ; and very prudently, in my opinion, have they so determined, for the State 
would suffer more detriment from the alteration of professional character among 
the clergy in a military capacity, and from the diminution of respect towards them 
which such a measure would soon create among the laity, than it could acquire 
advantage from the acquisition of their physical force. 

" If the enemy should effect an invasion, or internal commotion require that the 
male inhabitants of parishes should march to a distance from home, the clergymen 
would then be most actively and suitably occupied, in my judgment, in tiie general 
superintendence of the property, and female parishioners and children left behind. 
By his weight and influence, he might, in some measure, protect the former from 
abuse or alienation, while he would be constantly at hand to administer comfort 
and assistance to the latter. In this situation, if the necessity of the country 
should require it, he will do far more good than if he exerted his individual bodily 
powers in the ranks of an army. He will keep himself more at liberty to apply tc^ 
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Ihose studies which the proper discharge of his duties require ; and, above all, pre- 
serve that ascendency over the minds of the people which is of so much importance 
to the effectual discharge of the sacred office he has sworn to execute. 

** I have delivered my opinion on this subject at some length, not only for your 
individual satisfaction, but for the information of any of the clergy within my- 
diocese who may be anxious to know my sentiments on this head. You are at 
liberty to communicate this letter, or the purport of it, to any clergyman who may 
•desire the information it contains. 

** I am, Sir, your faithful brother, 

"H. Chesteb." 
13. — AuiABLE Monarch. Page 126. 

Mr. Fox speaks in just terms of indignation concerning the ** sad catastrophe *' 
which terminated the life of Louis XVI., the amiable King of France. He calls it 
A " revolting act of cruelty and injustice." *' An act," says he, " concerning which 
(out of France) I will venture to affirm that there is not throughout Europe one dis- 
sentient voice."~i?^r<M» Letter to tlte Electors of Westminster. 

14.— Five Tyrants. Page 126. 
An allusion to the French pentarchy, that " five-headed despot," styled. empha- 
tically the Directory of France. " The little finger of their republic (said Bishop 
Watson in his address) has become thicker and more oppressive to the whole nation 
than the loins of their monarchy ; they were chastised with whips ; they are chastised 
with scorpions." 

15. — Cultivators op the Netherlands. Page 127. 
" Let the malcontents in every nation in Europe (says Bishop Watson) look at 
Holland and Belgium. Holland was once a hive of bees ; her sons flew on the wings 
of the wind to every comer of the globe, and returned laden with the sweets of 
•every climate. Belgium was a garden of herbs, the oxen were strong to labour, the 
fields were thickly covered with the abundance of the harvest. Unhappy Dutch- 
men ! You will still toil, but not for your own comfort ; you will still collect honey, 
but not for yourselves : France will seize the hives as often as your industry shidl 
have filled it. Dl-judging Belgians ! You will no longer eat in security the fruits 
of your own grounds ; France will find occasion, or make occasion, to participate 
-largely in your riches ; it will be more truly said of yourselves than of your oxen — 
jou plough the fields, but not for your own profit." (Bishop Watson's Address to 
the People of Great Britain, 1800.) 

16. — National Air. 
" Their desire to hear, after a long absence, their National Air, has been so strong 
«8 literally to kill them." This has been sometimes the effect of a native air, called 
the Ranz de Yaches, which was forbidden to be played in the hearing of the Swiw 
isoldiers in foreign service, by the severest penalties. 

17. — Our Justification for the War. 
Bishop Watson-, in the address quoted in Note 16, says : " Under whatever cir- 
•cumstances the war was begun, it is now become jwsf, since the enemy has refused 
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to treat cm equtable terms for the restoration of peace. Under whatever cbtmni' 
stances of expediency or inexpediencj the war was commenced, its continnance i» 
now become necessary ; for what necessity can be greater than that which arises 
from the enemy having threatened us with destrnction as a nation ? " 

This the French did in a comparison of the relative sitaations of France and 
England with that of Home and Carthage. The Bomans could never brook a rival, 
And they determined upon the destruction of Carthage in compliance with the 
desires of Cato the Censor, who invariably concluded his invectives with a vow that 
Carthage should be destroyed, " Delenda est Carthago," and this very vow the 
French adopted against Great Britain. 

18. — OuB ExEBTioKS. Poge 129. 

Following out the analogy of Bome and Carthage and France and this country 
we may recollect with advantage the exertions of the Carthaginians to repel the 
Bomans. We are told that they daDy made 140 shields, SOO swords, 600 lances, and 
1,000 darts to be thrown from warlike engines, the ropes of which were made of the 
women's hair, voluntarily cut off for this purpose. Becollect also tJie exertions of 
the Americans when the Stamp Act was passed in 1764. They entered into associa- 
tions not to use British manufactures, though they were cheaper and otherwise 
much superior to their own : *' and the ladies agreed to renounce the use of every 
species of ornament manufactured in Britain." 

19.— The Newspaper Press in 1800. Page 129. 

What can be urged stronger in support of this observation, that we had not so 
much liberty to do what is wrong, than the licentiousness into which liberty 
degenerates in the mouths of those who most complain of the want of it ? In 
what country but ours can such speeches and publications, and such blasphemies 
as are daily uttered, be passed by with impunity? The French, it is said, have 
not one public paper but what is permitted by the Directory ; while in England 
the press is become a comucopicR of publications, whose tendency is to overturn 
our Government and Beligion. 

'* It is true," as Bp. Porteous in his charge to the clei^y observes of such pub- 
lications, ** that in point of composition and argument they are most contemptible ; 
but the very meanness of tJieir style, and the homeliness and plainness, and the 
gross familiarity of their manner are but too well adapted to the tastes and appre- 
hensions of those readers whom they are meant to captivate. This is a new species 
of infidel writing very recently introduced amongst us. Hitherto we have had to 
contend only with the Tolands, the Tindals, the Bolingbrokes, and the Humes of 
the age ; men whose writings could fall only into the hands of a few in the higher 
ranks of life, and were not likely to make much impression on well-informed 
minds. But the pieces to which I allude are addressed to the multitude, and are 
most dexterously brought down to the level of their understandings ; they com- 
press the whole poison of infidelity into the narrow compass of an essence or an 
extract, and render irreligion easy to the meanest capacity. They are, in short, 
most artful snares, laid for those numerous and valuable classes of men who havfr 
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hitherto escaped the contagion, either of Atheism or Deism, the mechanic, the- 
mannf actnrer, the tradesman, the farmer, the servant, the labourer. On these (to 
whom the subject is quite new, and who have neither time nor talents for examin- 
ing questions of this nature) the bold assertions, the intrepid blasphemies and 
coarse buffooneries which constitnte the whole merit and character of these pro- 
ductions, are perfectly well calcnlated to impose and to stand in the place of argu- 
ment and proof." 

20.— Equality. Fcige 130. 
" What are these rights of men (says Bp. Watson in the charge before referred to) 
to this ^liberty,* this * e^uaZifj/,' of which every man has heard so much and of 
which few have any proper conception! Let us see what they are in France- 
itself. There no man has any right in his person or in his property; both 
are absolutely at the disposal of the few persons who have usurped the Govern- 
ment. There no man has any liberty excepting the liberty of submitting; to the 
worst of slavery ; for what slavery can be worse tiian that of bdng subject to laws 
which are perpetually changed, according to the caprice of the ruling faction ? As^ 
to equality, if by it be meant an equality of property or condition, there is no such 
thing in France, nor was there ever such a thing in any country since the world 
began." 

21. — ^Variety of Occupations. Fage 131. 

As Bp. Watson says in that patriotic address before quoted: "All promote 
the public good and their own, when they act within their proper spheres, and 
all do harm to themselves and others when they go out of them. You would 
view with contempt a statesman who should undertake to regulate a great 
manufactory without having been brought up to the business ; or a divine who 
would become a mechanic without having learnt his trade ; but is not a mechanic 
or a manufacturer still more mischievous and ridiculous who affects to become 
a statesman, or to solve the difficulties which occur in divinity? Now this- 
is precisely what the men I am cautioning you against wish you to do, they 
harangue you on the disorders of our constitution, and propose remedies ; they 
propound to you subtleties in metaphysics and divinity, and desire you to explain 
them ; and because you are not prepared to do this, or to answer all objections 
to our Government they call upon you to reject religion, natural and revealed,. 
as impostures, and to break up the constitution of the country as an enormous 
mass of incurable corruption." 

What would the Eadicals of 1881 say to this ?— 

22. — ^Extremes of Heat and Gold. Page 132. 
Charles the Second, in reply to some company who were reviling our climate 
in comparison with those of Spain, Italy and France, said, " He thought that was- 
the best climate where he could be abroad in the air with pleasure, or at least 
without trouble and inconvenience, the most days in the year, and the most hours* 
in the day ; and this he thought he could do in England more than in any country 
he knew in Europe." This (says Sir W. Temple, who heard the king) was " truly 
like a £ing of England that loved and esteemed his own country." 
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23. — Chbistiaiiitt exaltkth a Nation. Pctge 132. 

Paley says, " It does not appear that before the times of Chiistiaiiity an infizmary, 
liospital, or public charity of any kind existed in the world." 

Bishop Pretyman has well said, "A good Christian cannot be a bad citixen. 
Whoever is sincerely religions towards God from conscience and principle, wiU 
-also, from conscience and principle, be loyal to his earthly sovereign, obedient 
to the laws, and faithful to tiie Government under wbicb God has placed him. 
Though our Saviour's kingdom is not of this world, yet the Gospel tends, in the 
highest degree, to promote the peace and welfare of the community." 

Lord Bacon says, " There was never found In any age of the world, either 
philosophy, or sect, or religion which did so highly exalt the public good as the 
Christian faith." 

24. Rowland Hill's Sebmon. Page 137. 

This] Sermon was dedicated to the Volunteers residing in and about the Metro- 
polis, who assembled at Surrey Chapel, on Sunday, the 4th of December, 1803. 
It was prefaced by the following 

" Addbess : — 

Gentlemen, — ^When I first submitted to the request of some of your body to 
preach a sermon to Volunteers, I had no conception that I should be honoured 
with a much larger number than what might be collected from among those, who 
more statedly attend at this chapel, conjoined with some others of their comrades 
who might also reside in the vicinage. 

It was therefore far beyond my expectation when I found myself favoured with 
such a numerous and respectable attendance, collected from every quarter of the 
•city, belonging to your truly patriotic body. 

At the same time I have to acknowledge, that your very respectable appearance, 
your becoming deportment while in the house of God, and especially the truly 
serious and animated manner in which you all stood up to sing the high praises of 
our God, filled me with solemn surprise, and exhibited before me one of the most 
affecting scenes, I think, I ever beheld. 

Could I have foreseen the full extent of the desires of so many patriots, who have 
made such costly sacrifices for the public good, I certainly should have provided 
better for some, who were disappointed of their accommodations, from the intrusion 
-of those, whose curiosity unhappily prevented the attending of a li^ge number of 
your brethren in arms. I have also further to lament, that from the ardent press 
of the people and the difficulty of accommodating so large an assemblage, the com- 
mencement of the public service was necessarily deferred till considerably after the 
time originally designed. 

By this circumstance the shades of the evening came upon us, not leaving suf- 
ficient time for the public service which was then before us ; and finding from the 
press of the people, the utter impracticability of introducing the necessary lights, 
and fearing what might be the consequences of dismissing so large an assemblage 
when the evening was entirely closed, I was not only under the necessity of adopt- 
ing some considerable abridgments towards the latter end of the discourse, but also 
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of finishing the sermon in such a manner as must have appeared to my auditory 
somewhat abmpt and confnsed. 

It is principally for this canse, connected with the request of many of my 
hearers, conjoined also with the idea that a multitude fully equal to those who> 
attended, could not gain admittance, that the sermon then preached is now 
corrected and enlarged for the public perusal, according to its original design. 
A further reason may also be assigned why this humble attempt should appear in 
print. A great number of our national defenders are connected with many of the 
dissenting congregations belonging to this city. These make it a point, and would 
to God that others, who boast of being members of the Established Church, followed 
their praiseworthy example, regularly to attend the communion, which in general 
is administered among them in tiie afternoon on the first sabbath of every month, 
and I am sorry, out of reject to that body of our fellow-Christians, I was not ap- 
prised of this objection before it was too late to recall my intention, without 
creating considerable confusion among others, as public notice of this design had 
spread itself more widely tiian could be recalled. 

And indeed never was the time in which we were more called upon to manifest 
the mild and excellent tempers of the Gospel than in the present day, when all par- 
ties,without the least distinction, come forth as one body, to support the constitutional 
liberties of our land against the foreign foe ; nor was ever a prayer ofTered up before 
God more excellent in itself, or appropriate in its design, than that which we find 
in one of the prayers appointed for the last public fast, and I quote it with high ap- 
probation and delight. ** Give us all grace to put away from us all rancour of re* 
ligious dissentiou, that they who agree in the essentials of our most holy faith, and 
look for pardon through the merits and intercession of the Saviour, may, notwith- 
standing their differences upon points of doubtful opinion, and in forms of external 
worship, still be united in tiie bonds of Christian charity, and fulfil Thy blessed 
Son's commandment, of loving one another, as He loved them. These things we 
beg, O merciful Father, for Jesus Christ's sake, our only Mediator and Advocate." 
How rancorous must that heart be, which has not a solemn Amen for such an admi- 
rable prayer I And what an enemy must that man be to the constitutional liberties 
of the land, who would register himself among the horrid advocates for persecution,, 
whereby the hearts of thousands would be distmited from a Sovereign, who is felt 
to be the centre of union among all parties, and whereby it is found to be the in- 
terest of all to surround the British throne and defend it. Even in Germany 
itself, whose civil liberties are not nearly equal to those possessed by us, the same 
place of worship equally serves as a public edifice for persons of different denomi- 
nations, while some few solitary instances also have been found in our land, where 
meeting-houses have been lent by Dissenters to the members of the Establishment, 
when the church has needed repair, and in Ireland also the like Ubex^ty has been 
exhibited when the dissenting minister has been accommodated with a church ; 
such an indulgence being needed by Ihem while their place of worship required 
rather an enlargement than a repair. 

I conceive these hints not irrelevant among you. Gentlemen, who came to Surrey 
Chapel as one body to testify a solemn sense of the fear of God, of your united 
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loyalty and patriotism under the present emergency of our public affairs. And 
should this nnhappy war continne, and should liyes be preserved, I indulge myself 
that an ammal sermon on the like occasion would not be unacceptable, when the 
whole chapel will be devoted to that service, better order be preserved, and highest 
respect manif^ted to all those who fear God and honour the King. 

I am. Gentlemen, 

Affectionately and respectfully, 
Surrey Chapel, Yours, &c. 

December IQtk, 1803." B. HILL. 

24 {Continued). — Thb Ssbvice at Subbby Chapel. 

The Service was commenced by singing the Hundredth Psalm. The first lesson 
was taken out of the 20th of Deuteronomy, from ver. 1 to 10. 

The second lesson was Ephesians, chap. 6, ver. 10, to ver. 19. 

The following Hymn, specially composed by Rowland Hill, was sung before the 
Sermon to the tane of " God save the King." 

I. 

Come, Thou incarnate Word, 
Gird on Thy mighty sword, 

Our prayer attend: 
Come, and Thy people bless. 
And give Thy word success, 
Spirit of holiness, 

On us descend. 

n. 

O may Thy servant be 
Fill*d with sweet liberty, 

ClotbM with power ! 
Bid, Lord, the dead arise 
By Thy almighty voice ; 
May we in Thee rejoice. 

In this glad hour ? 

The following Hymn was sung after the Sermon, to the tune of " Rule Britannia." 

The Kinodosi of Immanuel exalted. 

'When Jesus first at Heaven's command 

Descended from His azure Throne, 
Attending Angels joined His praise. 
Who claimed the kingdoms for His own. 
Hail Immanuel — Tmmanuel we 'U adore. 
And sound His fame from shore to shore. 
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Girt with onmipotence supreme, 

The powers of darkness trembling stood 
To hear the dire decree, and feel — 

The vengeance of the mighty God I 
Hail Immanneli &c. 

Not with the Sword that Warriors wear, 

But with a Sceptre dipt in blood, 
He bends the Nations to obey. 

And rules them by the loye of God. 
Hail Immanuel, &c. 

O may the memory of His name, 

Inspire our armies for the fight ; 
Or vaunting foes shall die with shame, 

Or quit our coasts with hasty fli^t.' 
Hail Immanuel, &c. 

In His salvation is our boast, 

And in the strength of Israel's God, 
Our Troops shall lift their banners high 

Our Navies spread their flags abroad ; 
Hail Immanuel, &c. 

Soon may the Kingdoms of the Earth, 

From Sin and Satan's dreadful thrall 
By thy great Power and grace be freed. 

And Christ alone be all in all. 
Hail Immanuel, &c. 

Ride on and prosper. King of Kings, 

'Till all the Powers of Hell, resign 
T heir dreadful trophies at Thy feet. 

And everlasting Praise be Thine. 
Hail Immanuel, &c. 

25. The First Wimbledon Review. — ^Fbontispiece. 

The Royal Volunteer Review, of which we give an engraving, copied from a rare 
picture by Rowlandson, was held at Wimbledon on 5th July, 1798. The 
review was notable as being the first of any importance held on the now well-known 
Wimbledon Common. 

The corps reviewed was the London and Westminster Light Horse Volunteers, 
imder the command of Colonel Herries. The strength of the regiment was alto- 
gether 6X6 ; composed of 411 mounted men, divided into six troops, and 205 dis- 
mounted men, divided into three troops. They were reviewed by His Majesty 
George III., who expressed his high approbation of the state of efficiency of the 
regiment, and of its appearance and discipline. The corps went through a variety 
of manoeuvres in a very soldier-like manner, " following the rules laid down by His 
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Hajcsty's orders for the formation and exercise of cavalry. Every movement wa» 
correctly and rapidly made ; the troops charged well, keeping well np in a compact, 
well-preserved line. The dismounted part of the corps performed their mannal 
and platoon exercise correctly, and moved in correspondence with the cavalry with 
precision, steadiness, and a soldier-like manner." This extract, from the general 
order issned by the Adjutant-General immediately after the review, will puzzle 
many readers, who will naturally wonder what sort of men they could have been to- 
have been able to ** move in correspondence with the cavalry." The following 
description of the dismounted part of the corps will explain the matter, and also 
show the use of the six-horse cars which are seen in the background of Rowland- 
son's picture. " The seventh, eighth, and ninth troops of the London and West- 
minster Light Horse are dismounted, and act as riflemen, carrying a rifle-barrelled 
gun of a new construction, which will do execution at a great distance ; and their 
broadswords are so contrived as to serve occasionally as bayonets. Cara^ or tv^e- 
dition carriage8t are always ready to convey the dismounted men at the same pace 
as the cavalry may march." With reference to this curious picture, it has been 
observed that tiie carriage wheels are none of them round. This certainly is 
remarkable, but it is a peculiarity observable in all wheels in Bowlandson's 
pictures. 

Colonel Hebbies. 

Whilst the Light Horse Volunteers were thus receiving the approbation of their 
Sovereign and the applause of tiieir comrades in taking the lead among the volim- 
tary defenders of the country, the individual to whose indefatigable exertions, aided 
by his military acquirements, quick apprehension, and polished manners their state 
of efficiency was principally due, was destined to become one of the numerous 
victims to that revolutionary state of aflairs in Europe which had suddenly ruined 
80 many mercantile men. Colonel Herries was at the head of a then well-knowu 
firm carrying on an extensive general business as foreign merchants, and more 
especially with Spain, his firm being tiie accredited agents in that country of the 
French East Lidia Company. That company was among the establishments of 
the ancien rSgime, which were at one blow swept away in an early stage of the 
French revolution, and thus one of the principal channels of business in the firm 
was suddenly cut oflf. The decisive blow to the firm was, however, given by the 
profligate act of the French Government, which rendered void all the engagements 
that country was under. The great firm of Boyd, Benfield and Co., in consequence 
of this unprecedented act of spoliation, were obliged to suspend payment, and 
Colonel Herries, being largely connected with that house, was involved in the same 
widespread ruin. The news of this calamity was received with the strongest feel- 
ings of sympathy and regret by the friends and comrades of Colonel Herries, and 
they lost no time in concerting measures to give expression to these feelings in the 
manner most beneficial and consolatory to him« Besides votes of condolence, they 
subscribed sufficient to ofiier him £1,200 a-year as a salary, but he declined the 
ofilsr and tendered his resignation. His Majesty, however, would not allow it to be 
accepted, and the corps continued to prosper under the command of Colonel 
Herries. 
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